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Welcome from the Director
Thank you for volunteering as a docent for the Denton County Office of History
& Culture! Helping history come alive is our mission, and we are excited and
proud of our restored Courthouse and Historical Park. We are proud to have you
as part of our team and look forward to watching you experience enjoyment,
enrichment and personal satisfaction as a volunteer!

Denton County Office of History & Culture Mission Statement
The mission of the Denton County Office of History and Culture is to enhance the
quality of life of residents and visitors through educational programs that
acquire, preserve, protect, promote and interpret the history and culture of
Denton County.
Our vision for the Denton County Office of History & Culture is the culmination of
a process of self-reflection and discovery that is rooted in and inspired by our
enduring core purpose and values. At the same time, it strives to capture our
imagination and challenge us with bold aspirations. To that end, Denton
County has several facilities that present cultural interpretation including the
Courthouse-on-the-Square Museum and two houses at the Historical Park of
Denton County, the Bayless-Selby House and the Quakertown House. In
addition the Denton County Office of History & Culture has off-site exhibits in
various Denton County Buildings.

Museum Mission Statement
The mission of the Denton County Museums is to acquire, preserve, and interpret
cultural and historical collections relating to Denton County, Texas, and to make
them available for the benefit of residents and visitors.

History of the Denton County Museums
The Courthouse-on-the Square Museum officially opened in April 1979 after the
museum had started collecting artifacts in 1978. All museum artifacts, however,
did not remain there. A dispute over leadership led to a 1998 lawsuit in which a
county probate judge divided the collection between Denton County and the
newly-formed private Denton County Historical Museum Inc., Half of the artifacts
were exhibited in the museum on the Square while the other half were exhibited
by Denton County Historical Museum Inc. housed at the factory outlet mall at

Interstate 35 and Loop 288. In 2009, Denton County Historical Museum Inc.
merged with the North Texas History Center and Farm Museum in McKinney in
Collin County. Officials at the time said the move to McKinney would create a
better regional museum, but that regional museum never got the necessary
funding to stand on its own. The Denton County artifacts were then in the hands
of the Collin County Historical Society and Museum who reached out to Denton
County officials to discuss transferring the artifacts back to their possession in the
fall of 2015. They were returned in 2016.
The Denton County Historical Park began in 1998 after Denton County Historical
Commission member Mildred Hawk, who held Denton heritage in high regard,
donated a house she had bought in auction to the Denton County Historical
Commission. The Bayless-Selby House became the first historic structure to be
moved to the new Historical Park which was dedicated for the preservation and
interpretation of Denton County’s architectural heritage. Three years later, with
the restoration of the Bayless-Selby House Museum, the Historical Park officially
opened in 2001 and was followed by the restoration and dedication of the
Quakertown House in 2008.

Introduction to the Denton County Museums
The Denton County museums tell the story of life in Denton County’s earliest
days. The 1896 Courthouse-on-the-Square Museum provides visitors with rotating
exhibits of the county’s rich heritage. Denton County’s Historical Park, located
just three blocks southwest of the Courthouse-on-the-Square, is home to the
Bayless-Selby House and the Quakertown House. The Bayless and Selby
families’ Victorian home has been restored and gives the visitor a glimpse of life
prior to 1908. The Quakertown House tells the unique story of the Quakertown
people who settled in the City of Denton after they were freed from slavery.

Hours of Operation
Courthouse-on-the-Square Museum
Monday-Friday: 10-4:30
Saturday:
11-3 (closed on holiday weekends)
Historical Park
Summer Hours:
Winter Hours:

Tuesday- Saturday:
10-2 (closed on holiday weekends)
Wednesday- Saturday: 10-2 (closed on holiday weekends)

STAFF

Kelsey Jistel, Joe Duncan, Gretel L’Heureux, Kim Cupit
Peggy Riddle, Roslyn Shelton

Staff Contact Information
Museum Director
Assistant Director
Curator of Collections
Curator of Exhibits
Curator of Ed.Programming
Volunteer/Tour Coordinator

Peggy Riddle
Roslyn Shelton
Kim Cupit
Joe Duncan
Kelsey Jistel
Gretel L’Heureux

Peggy.riddle@dentoncounty.com
Roslyn.shelton@dentoncounty.com
Gretel.lheureux@dentoncounty.com

(940) 349-2852
(940) 349-2860
(940) 349-2853
(940) 349-2859
(940) 349-2850
(940) 349-2854

kim.cupit@dentoncounty.com
Kelsey.jistel@dentoncounty.com
Joe.duncan@dentoncounty.com

Contact Information: Main Museum Office (940-349-2850)
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IMPORTANCE OF VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers contribute a variety of skills and experience and play an integral part
in the Museum’s success in achieving its mission. Volunteers actively participate
in and support customer service, administration and public programming
contributing over five thousand hours of service.
EXPECTATIONS
The museum is dedicated to public service as reflected in the values of
excellence, accessibility, relevance, diversity and leadership. Volunteers are an
integral part of a team effort in working with the staff to accomplish these
values. Basic expectations for all volunteers include:
Providing extraordinary customer service – All volunteers are a key component
in promoting a positive experience for all visitors. In all encounters, seek ways to
enhance the visitor experience, exceed expectations and make all feel
welcome. Volunteers are often the first contact in the museum and, therefore,
set the stage for the entire visit.
Acquiring knowledge – Volunteer should know the museum’s mission, structure,
historical content and policies both by completing New Volunteer Orientation
and through ongoing enrichment opportunities.
Learning and sharing knowledge – Sharing knowledge with other volunteers to
enhance the visitor experience is encouraged.
Promoting a passion for Denton County culture and history and serving as an
advocate for the Museum within the community
THE MUSEUM PROVIDES:
1) Orientation to the background, operations, and procedures of the
organization
2) Training and encouragement to prepare for prospective roles
3) Opportunities for enrichment to apply talent and skills effectively
4) A friendly, safe, non-discriminating environment that maximizes personal
gratification and includes volunteers in relevant decision- making
processes

TRAININGS & WORKSHOPS
NEW VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION & TRAINING
This training provides all new volunteers with a general overview of the Office of
History & Culture, the Courthouse and the Historical Park. The orientation
process ensures that volunteers are provided with essential information about
their work and role for the organization along with the County policies.
TOUR WORKSHOP
Tour workshops are held twice a year in the spring and fall for all volunteers
involved in giving tours either as a docent leading a group from station to
station or a docent imparting information at a particular “station”. If you are a
new volunteer, opportunities are available to “shadow” other docents to
become familiar with the setting and tour. Tour procedures are discussed and
new tour scripts are presented. We welcome your input as we strive to build on
our success and make them more meaningful each year.
VISITOR SERVICES WORKSHOP
The Visitor Services Workshop is for those volunteering for docent shifts at the
Courthouse and Historical Park. If you have a regular docent shift or volunteer
as a sub (or think you might be interested in doing so), the information shared
and imparted will be most valuable and help you feel comfortable in greeting
and servicing our visitors.
TRAVELING MUSEUM WORKSHOP
Traveling Museum Workshops are for volunteers who like presenting history in
front of a group. Presenters travel in their own cars taking artifacts and a power
point presentation to schools, nursing homes and various community groups
throughout Denton County. New volunteers “shadow” current presenters.
COLLECTIONS / RESEARCH / ORAL HISTORY TRAINING
Collections and Research trainings are arranged by the Volunteer Coordinator
on an individual basis with either the Curator of Collections or the Director.
Various projects appear on an on-going basis and plenty of opportunities are
available for those who like to enter data into a computer, interview and
transcribe an oral history or take on a major research project.
ONGOING TRAINING: LECTURES, FIELDTRIPS & TEA & HISTORY
Ongoing training is available by attending Courtroom Lectures at the
Courthouse-on-the-Square, going on docent fieldtrips to historic sites or
participating in Tea & History, the 2nd Monday of each month, at the BaylessSelby House at the Historical Park.

DOING THE JOB
Volunteers are expected to:
Come on time.
Notify us by e-mail if you will be late or absent.
Wear your volunteer name badge.
Attend Volunteer Orientation and workshops that pertain to your interests.
Dress appropriately and follow county guidelines.*
Follow emergency procedures.*
*Emergency procedures and county policies are on the following pages.

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT
Volunteer Coordinator
The Volunteer Coordinator serves as the primary support, liaison and advocate
between the Museums and its volunteers. All volunteers are supervised and
report directly to the Volunteer Services Coordinator with any questions,
suggestions or concerns. If the Volunteer Coordinator is not available, please
contact the Director.
Project Supervisor & Job Description
Your project supervisor is your direct supervisor on any project you have
undertaken and will give you the basic training you need. For some projects,
you may develop the skills necessary over a period of time in order to complete
the project. A start date and end date may be established for some projects.
Job Descriptions state the position, the name of the supervisor, the objectives,
responsibilities, qualifications, what training is needed and the amount of time
required. A set-schedule each week with help keep the project moving toward
completion.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
Fire
Call 911 (9-911 on county telephones). When fire alarm sounds, evacuate
immediately. Do not use elevators in case of fire. Do not enter smoke-filled
stairwells. If trapped in a smoke filled area, stay near the floor. A fire
extinguisher is located in the cabinet next to the elevator.
Tornado Warning
If a tornado warning has been issued for Denton County, take shelter
immediately. Move to pre-designated shelter areas. If you are outdoors, seek
shelter in the courthouse basement.
Shooting
Run! Hide! Fight!
Here is the active shooter video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4IJA5Zpzz4
Vandalism
Report the incident to the Museum Staff or Security Guard on duty. Call 911 (9911 on county telephones) if it is an emergency situation.
Medical Emergencies
Call 9-11 (9-911 on county telephones) and give the following information:
identify yourself, the location and address, the location of the patient, the type
of injury or symptoms of illness if known. Unless trained in CPR or first aid, do not
attempt to give aid. There is an automated external defibrillation (AED) located
in the interior hallway of the toilet area on the first floor. Designate a person to
meet medical responders at the door and direct them to the scene.

SUBJECT:

GENERAL GUIDELINES

TITLE:

EMPLOYEE PERSONAL APPEARANCE

I.

POLICY
All County employees are responsible for maintaining a neat and appropriate personal appearance
at all times.

II.

PROCEDURE
A.

All employees, regardless of work location and the presence or absence of public contact,
are expected to dress appropriately and in good taste and are expected to maintain good
personal appearance and high standards of personal hygiene at all times.

B.

County departments may develop more specific dress codes in order to clearly
communicate the expectations for dress in their work place and/or function.

C.

Failure to meet the standards communicated in departmental dress codes will be
interpreted as a violation of this policy and may be subject to disciplinary action.

SUBJECT:

GENERAL GUIDELINES

TITLE:

USE OF TOBACCO/VAPOR DELIVERY DEVICES POLICY

I.

II.

POLICY
Denton County supports the health and wellness of employees and officials by discouraging the
use of tobacco products and vapor delivery devices, which can be harmful to your
health. Tobacco and vapor delivery devices are prohibited in County facilities and vehicles.
DEFINITIONS
A.
Tobacco -Tobacco products include but are not limited to: cigarettes, cigars, cigarillos,
pipes, chewing tobacco, snuff, dip, and loose tobacco smoked via pipe, hookah or hand rolled
cigarettes.
B.
Vapor Delivery Device - Any device that allows a user to inhale nicotine or vapor, or that
is capable of delivering nicotine in a vapor form, such as an electronic cigarette or a vapor
cigarette.
C.
Employee - Any person who is employed by the County for direct or indirect monetary
wages or profit.

III

AUTHORITY
Commissioners Court has final authority to designate areas in County facilities as "smoking" or
"non-smoking" areas.

IV.

COUNTY FACILITIES & VEHICLES
A.

Prohibited Areas

A person commits a violation if he/she uses tobacco or vapor delivery devices in any of the
following areas:
1.

Inside any county-owned or leased building or facility.

2. Outside the main entrance to any county-owned or leased facility. (Unless otherwise
noted)
3.
B.

Inside any county-owned or leased vehicle.
Designated Areas

The Commissioners Court may designate specific areas outside county-owned or leased
buildings or facilities in which tobacco and/or vapor delivery devices are not
prohibited.
The following buildings/facilities have designated areas:

C.

1.

Courthouse-on-the-Square –north side basement stairwell.

2.

Denton County Courts Building –east side door entrance.

3.

Joseph A. Carroll Building – east side entrance.

4.

Denton County Jail – front porch area; east side entrance

5.

Sheriff’s Office – west side entrance

6.

The Colony Annex – southwest sidewalk

Applicability

This policy shall apply to all employees, officials and volunteers of Denton County, those who
perform services for the County as salaried employees of other agencies, and to any member
of the general public obtaining access to any County facility.
D.

Violations

Any employee committing an act in violation of section IV of to this policy shall receive
disciplinary action in accordance with established Human Resources Policies.
A member of the general public committing any act of violation to this policy shall be warned
of violation. Should such person continue to violate this policy, the person shall be removed
from the County facility by the Sheriff’s Department and/or the Constable appointed in the
particular Justice of the Peace/Constable Precinct.
E.

Responsibilities of Facilities Manager
1.
The Facilities Manager shall be responsible for placement of proper signs at
building entrances, in restrooms, and in other designated locations.
2.
The Facilities Manager shall be responsible for providing an approved
selection of uniform signs.
3.
The Facilities Manager shall be responsible for placement of ashtrays at the
designated smoking areas.
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COURTHOUSE DOCENT SHIFT
Position
Courthouse Docent Shift
Supervisor
Joe Duncan / Kelsey Jistel
Objective
To welcome visitors and educate the public
Responsibilities
To greet visitors to the historic courthouse
Provide general information about the courthouse & galleries
Encourage visitors to sign up for e-newsletter or volunteering
Encourage visitors to tour Historical Park
Report any maintenance issues
Initial DOCENT CHECKLIST with comments
Qualifications
Enthusiasm for history: Knowledge of museum and related topics.
Enthusiasm for speaking with visitors; good communication skills.
Ability to facilitate between visitor requests and staff
Training
OHC Basic Training
Museum Services Workshop
Docent Preview Tours
Requirements
Set a specific day of the week and time you will volunteer.

HISTORICAL PARK DOCENT SHIFT
Position
Historical Park Docent Shift
Supervisor
Gretel L’Heureux
Objective
To welcome visitors and educate the public
Responsibilities
To greet visitors to Denton County’s Historical Park
Provide guided tours of the Bayless-Selby House & Quakertown
House
Facilitate between visitors & staff
Encourage visitors to visit the Courthouse
Report any maintenance issues
Initial sign-out sheet with comments
Qualifications
Enthusiasm for history: Knowledge of museum and related topics.
Enthusiasm for speaking with visitors; good communication skills.
Facilitate between visitor requests and staff
Training
Basic OHC Training
Shadowing other docents at the Bayless-Selby House & Quakertown
House
Museum Services Workshop
Tour Training Workshop
Requirements
Set a specific day of the week and time you will volunteer.

TOUR GUIDE
Position
Tour Guide
Supervisor
Courthouse – Kelsey Jistel
Historical Park – Gretel L’Heureux
Objective
To assist with the interpretation of the exhibits for visitors
Responsibilities
To welcome visitors to your “station”.
Provide information about the “station” you have been assigned.
Interact with visitors in a positive way.
Encourage visitors to come again.
Qualifications
Enthusiasm for history: Knowledge of museum and related topics.
Enthusiasm for speaking with visitors; good communication skills.
Training
Attend OHC Basic Training.
Shadow tours and become familiar with the script.
Attend Tour Workshops.
Attend Gallery Exhibit Opening Workshop.
Requirements
Sign up to be a tour guide by responding to e-mail requests for
guides

COLLECTIONS
Position
Collections
Supervisor
Kim Cupit
Objective
To help Curator of Archival Collections
Responsibilities
Data entry: Volunteers enter archival information into a data base in
our Past Perfect computer program in the Research Room
Photocopying: Volunteers photocopy historic documents and
records in the main museum office.
Organizing: Volunteers help organize artifacts at the Courthouse or
in various storage units throughout the county.
Qualifications
Ability to work on a computer or photocopy machine
Enthusiasm for organizing large amounts of objects / information
Training
OHC Basic Training
Collections Training: Group and/or individualized
Requirements
Set a specific day of the week and time you will volunteer.

TRAVELING MUSEUM
Position
Traveling Museum Presenter
Supervisor
Gretel L’Heureux
Kelsey Jistel
Objective
To share Denton County history out in the community.
Responsibilities
To present a power point presentation & artifacts to a group of
students/adults.
To interact with the contact name on the information sheet if
necessary.
To pick up and return artifacts to supervisor/s in an appropriate
manner.
To give feedback to supervisor/s after presentation is completed.
To encourage groups to visit the Courthouse and Historical Park.
Qualifications
Enthusiasm for history: Knowledge of specific topic and OHC
museums
Enthusiasm for speaking; good communication skills.
Ability to interact with a group – acting spontaneously when
necessary.
Training
Attend OHC Basic Training.
Shadow Traveling Museum presentations and become familiar with
scripts.
Attend Traveling Museum Workshops.
Requirements - Sign up to be a Traveling Museum presenter by
responding to e-mail requests when asked.

RESEARCH
Position
Research volunteer
Supervisor
Kim Cupit
Peggy Riddle
Objective
To help staff research specific projects for exhibits and historical
structures
Responsibilities
To research a topic in depth using Denton County information and
other information available
Prepare the information in a document for staff member

Qualifications
Enthusiasm for history
Ability to do research

Training
OHC Basic Training
Research Training
Requirements
Set a specific start date and end date

ORAL HISTORY
Position
Oral History Volunteer
Supervisor
Peggy Riddle
Objective
To interview and record an individual/s in order to create and
preserve oral history
Responsibilities
To study the oral history project and prepare questions for the
interview
To interview and record the oral history
Qualifications
Enthusiasm for history
Ability to communicate with others
Training
OHC Basic Training
Oral History Training (Workshop with Baylor University Institute for Oral
History)
http://www.baylor.edu/oral_history
Requirements
To coordinate with supervisor day and time to interview for an oral
history

OHC EVENT VOLUNTEER
Position
OHC Event Volunteer
Supervisor
All staff members
Objective
To bring the public to the Courthouse and Historical Park to learn
about Denton County history
Responsibilities
To welcome visitors to the Denton County Courthouse-on-the-Square
and the Historical Park
To follow through on assignment from Volunteer Coordinator
(i.e. monitor a “station”, serve as a tour guide, participate as an
actor/actress role in PARK AFTER DARK, etc.)
Qualifications
Enthusiasm for history: Knowledge of museums and related topics.
Enthusiasm for speaking with visitors; good communication skills.
Training
OHC Basic Training
Tea & History meetings when appropriate to assignment
Requirements
Sign up for a shift for an event on a specific day and time when
volunteer coordinator sends e-mail requesting volunteers.

OUTREACH EVENT VOLUNTEER
Position
Outreach Event Volunteer
Supervisor
Kelsey Jistel / Joe Duncan / Gretel L’Heureux
Objective
To educate the public about the Office of History & Culture &
Denton County history
Responsibilities
Greet visitors to our booth
Pass out general information about the Office of History & Culture
Encourage those who might be interested to sign up for our enewsletter
Pass out a Volunteer Application to anyone inquiring about
volunteering
Pass out free Denton County postcards and other giveaways
Tally the # of visitors visiting the booth and report it to the volunteer
supervisor or coordinator
Set-up or dismantle booth if assigned first or last shift & return to OHC
Qualifications
Enthusiasm for history: Knowledge of museums and related topics.
Enthusiasm for speaking with visitors; good communication skills.
Training
OHC Basic Training
Museum Services Workshop
Requirements
Sign up for a shift for an event on a specific day and time when
volunteer coordinator sends e-mail requesting volunteers.
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Denton County Courthouse
The Denton County Courthouse is a symbol of pride for the citizens of
Denton County. One of about 100 original courthouses in the State
of Texas, it is ranked as one of the most beautiful in the state. Built in
1896, it was designed by W.C. Dodson in the Richardsonian
Romanesque style and built by Tom Lovell at the cost of $150,000.
Most of the money was raised by selling bonds. Built on the highest
elevation within the city of Denton, it could be seen for miles around.
Through the years, many modifications were made to the building.
Restorations in 1987 and 2004 restored it to almost original condition.
Although all county offices were originally located here, today it
houses the County Judge’s office, County Commissioners’ offices,
the Commissioners’ Courtroom, the Courthouse-on-the-Square
Museum and the Denton County Office of History & Culture. The
Courthouse was declared a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in
1970 and added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1977.

HISTORY OF DENTON COUNTY COURTHOUSES
The first County Seat was in Pinckneyville located on Pecan Creek a little east of
where the new Courts Building is on McKinney Street. There was no settlement
there and no courthouse or any county buildings were ever built at the site.
Twice a year, sessions of district court were held for a few days. When the creek
went dry during hot summers, they decided to move to a better source of
water. (A tree stump from Pinckneyville is on display at the Courthouse on
McKinney Street.)
The second county seat, Alton, was in what is now Corinth, but the water wasn’t
reliable there either so they moved again – this time near Hickory Creek where it
remained the county seat for ten years.
A log cabin in the New Alton was the second courthouse from 1857-1875. When
the people in Pilot Point, which had become a sizable settlement in the
northeast corner of the county, complained about having to travel so far to do
county business, the people moved to what they believed was the exact center
of the county. They created a new town and named it Denton.
A two-story wood courthouse was built in 1857 to create a county seat in the
newly established city of Denton. Located in the middle of the north side of the
square, it burned to the ground on Christmas Eve and destroyed most of the
county records.
From 1877 to 1894, a yellow brick courthouse was built in the middle of the
square. It was poorly constructed and was reluctantly condemned unsafe in
1894 by the County Commissioners. When it was struck by lightning, it was
damaged so badly it had to be torn down.

In 1896, the present day limestone courthouse was built in the middle of the
square. Today there are two additional courts buildings in the County: the
Carroll Courts Building built in 1978 at Hickory and Carroll Blvd. and the Denton
County Courts Building on McKinney Street built in 1998.

COURTHOUSE INTERIOR
The Courthouse-on-the-Square has undergone two restorations, one in 1986 and
again in 2003/2004. The county used original blueprints of W.C. Dodson to help
with the restoration.
HALLWAYS
The iron stairs are original and from a foundry in Cleveland, Ohio. The banisters
and railings are original. The 2nd and 3rd floor rotunda railings are reproductions.
The county replaced the flooring in the hallways using mosaic tile similar to the
type of original flooring used in 1896.
The wainscoting is all original wood.
CLOCK TOWER
The “Century Tower Clock” was made by Nels Johnson from Manistee,
Michigan. Johnson was a one-man shop owner who outbid all of the other
clock makers. The clock was the last thing to be installed in the 1896 courthouse
at the cost of $1200. The clock is called a “century” tower clock because it was
meant to last a century; it has now lasted well over a century.
There are approximately fifty of these clocks in the United States. The clock soars
140 feet above ground level to the top of the dome. Although the clock was
converted to electric power in 1939, much of the original mechanism is still in
working order today.
An elevator shaft was installed in the rotunda area in 1949. During the building
restoration in 1986, the ceiling was removed above the 3rd floor rotunda area so
that the winding stairs are visible to the clock area.

BASEMENT
In the basement area, you can see up close what the building is made of – the
big limestone pieces that can withstand fire, flood and lightning. Here you can
experience the massiveness of the building. It wasn’t painted and nice soft
yellow then and there were no electric lights and air conditioning. It must have
been a lot like being in a dungeon! The basement originally housed the Sheriff’s
Office, and holding cells for the county jail were here.

COURTHOUSE EXTERIOR / GROUNDS
Location and Layout of the Square
The square was laid out in 1858 on land that was donated by Hiram Cisco,
William Loving and William Woodruff. The high ground was chosen as the
center of the town so everything goes downhill on each side and drains well. In
1857 they auctioned off lots for businesses around the square. A courthouse was
quickly built on the north side of the square. There were no paved streets then only dirt streets, wood sidewalks and small wood buildings.
Courthouse Architecture and Building Materials
Limestone, quarried from the William Ganzer farm just northwest of Denton, was
brought here by horse and wagon. Prehistoric fossilized seashells can be seen in
the limestone. It is easiest to see the fossils on the sides of steps. The eighty-two
columns were carved by master-masons and handcrafted on the grounds. The
shiny, pink granite from the Austin area Hill County is the same as the Texas State
Capitol. The red sandstone is from the Pecos region of west Texas and the tan
sandstone is from Mineral Wells near Fort Worth.
Century Tower Clock
The clock can be seen on all four sides of the courthouse tower. The clock’s four
illuminated dials have a diameter of five feet, three inches.
Grave of John B. Denton

John B. Denton traveled from Tennessee to Arkansas to here in North Texas. At
the time he moved here, there were still many Indians living in the area. As a
preacher, Denton had very strong ideas about right and wrong. He believed
the Indians were doing things that were wrong so he became an Indian fighter
and part of a militia. In 1846, when Denton was formed, early settlers in the
county decided to name it after him to honor his efforts. Later the newly
organized settlement of Denton did the same. The grave of John B. Denton, a
young, pioneer preacher and lawyer who traveled into this area, is located on
the south lawn of the Courthouse Square. Killed in an Indian battle in 1841, he
was buried near where he died in present day Tarrant County just south of Justin.
Claiborne Chisum, father of Denton County’s most famous rancher John
Chisum, was in the same militia group. At his father’s request, John Chisum
located Denton’s remains and took the bones back to his ranch in northern
Denton County. For a period of time, Chisum kept the bones in a candle box
near his fireplace and later buried them in the corner of his ranch year. Denton
remained buried on the ranch for forty years. In 1901 the Denton County old
Settlers Association held a widely advertised and well-attended funeral service
in the Denton County Courthouse and reinterred Denton’s bones on the
courthouse grounds.
Restoration Recognition Plaque
Recognizing the Denton County Courthouse restoration from 1985 to 1987, the
names of the County Judge and Commissioners along with the architects,
construction manager and project coordinator are carved on this piece of pink
granite.
Confederate Soldier Memorial
The Confederate Soldier Memorial was erected in 1918 by the Daughters of the
Confederacy. The monument stands as a reminder of historic events and is
intended as a memorial to Denton County citizens who themselves sacrificed
themselves for the community.
All-War Memorial - The Denton County All-War Memorial, made from the same
granite, limestone and sandstone as the courthouse was dedicated by the
citizens of Denton County in 1996 to recognize all of those who sacrificed
themselves for the community.
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COMMISSIONERS COURTROOM
The Commissioners Court
The Commissioners Court is the general governing body of Denton County.
Despite the name, Commissioners Court is not a judicial court. The
Commissioners Court meets weekly in the courtroom to conduct the County’s
business. Among the major duties of the Court are the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Set the tax rate and adopt the County budget
Appoint County officials and hire personnel
Fill elective and appointive vacancies
Establish voting precincts, appoint precinct judges and County board
elections
5. Let contracts and authorize payment of all County bills
6. Build and maintain County roads and bridges
7. Build, maintain and improve County facilities, including jails
8. Provide for veterans’ assistance
9. Manage all County facilities
10. Provide for the data service and archival needs of the County

The County Judge and County Commissioners
The Court is made up of the County Judge who is elected countywide and four
County Commissioners – each elected from one of the County’s four precincts.
The four County Commissioners have both countywide and precinct
responsibilities. Each commissioner is responsible for construction and
maintenance of County roads within his or her precinct. The County Judge’s
office is on the second floor. Some commissioners maintain offices on the 3 rd
floor of the Courthouse-on-the-Square and within their precincts. They are
responsible to the particular needs of people living within their areas of the
County. In Denton County, each member of Commissioners Court serves as a
liaison to a particular board or agency of the County. The pictures on the walls
are of the county judges that have served the county. A plaque lists all of the
judges including those for which a picture was not available.

The Courtroom – 2nd Floor
Original Courtroom
This was originally the 16th Judicial Court, the 16th court in the State of Texas.
Trials were held here and a criminal may have been brought up from the
holding cell in the basement for an early morning trial. The gallery on the north
side was the only place where women were
allowed to observe courtroom
proceedings. Two fireplaces – one in the southeast corner and one by the west
wall provided heating. Cooling was achieved by cross ventilation of the corner
doors and transom windows over the doors.
Changes to the Courtroom
In the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, the gallery was closed and a floor was built
over the courtroom allowing for additional courtrooms on the 3rd floor. The
rotunda open areas were removed and an elevator was installed.
Courtroom Restoration
When the Courthouse was restored in 1986, the original blueprints of the
architect, W.C. Dodson, were available to recreate the courtroom as it was in
1896. The pressed tin ceiling is a reproduction made by the long established
company from Missouri who had the same dies and patterns. Embossed
wallpaper on the gallery overhang was used to create the illusion of leather.
The wooden tables and chairs were collected from county offices and
refinished by the Texas Department of Corrections. The Courtroom seats are not
original but were purchased from Nacogdoches High School. The fireplaces
were not replaced during the restoration.
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Courthouse Museum Galleries
ROTATING EXHIBITS
The Main Museum Gallery, along with the niches on three floors and east and
west hallways, feature a variety of new exhibits on a rotating basis. You will want
to update yourself on new exhibits when you arrive for a docent shift or school
tour. Reading the information and familiarizing yourself beforehand will make
you knowledgeable so that you can engage with our visitors in an inspiring way.
Docent preview tours of the Main Gallery are given before exhibit openings.
Nearly all of the past exhibits used to be displayed permanently. Now only the
Pioneer Room and the Weapons Hallway are on display as permanent exhibits.

PIONEER ROOM

The Pioneer Room features an early 20th century International Harvester
farm wagon donated by Denton County Commissioner Andy Eads. The
wagon belonged to Commissioner Eads' great-grandfather, Adolph
Borchardt. The Borchardt Family used the wagon to move their family to
Garza (now Lake Dallas) in Denton County. The room also features
interactive displays on packing a covered wagon, cotton carding, cattle
branding, and patchwork quilting.

WEAPONS HALLWAY

Guns were important to the settlers for protection and for hunting game. Guns
and weaponry from the settling of Texas to World War II are featured. Cases
with artifacts emphasize:
Outlaws
Civil War
Life on the Frontier
Gone to Texas
Law Enforcement
Clyde Barrow Gang
World War I Era
World War II
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BAYLESS-SELBY HOUSE MUSEUM
The Bayless-Selby House, now located in the Denton County Historical Park, was
once neighbor to similar two-room frame farmhouses built along Denton’s Myrtle
Street in 1884. The simple wooden home was purchased by Dentonites Samuel
and Mary Bayless who lived in the home until Samuel’s death in 1919. During
their years together in the house the Bayless family added a second story and
gave it a new look, outfitting the home’s façade in 1898 with the late
Victorian/Queen Anne details popular during the period. Mary Bayless sold the
home after 1919 to neighbor R. L. Selby Sr. and the Selby family continued to
own the home until 1970. The historic structure, in need of repair and restoration,
ended up on the city’s auction block in 1998. Fortunately, the highest bidder,
Denton County Historical Commission member Mildred Hawk, held Denton
heritage in high regard and donated the house to the Commission. The BaylessSelby House became the first historic structure to be moved to the Denton
County Historical Park, dedicated in 1998 for the preservation and interpretation
of Denton County’s architectural heritage. Restoration of the house proceeded
over the following three years and by September of 2001 the new Bayless-Selby
House Museum opened to the public. In addition to admiring the whimsical
Queen Anne detailing in the architecture, visitors may peruse the museum’s
collection of hand-painted china, furniture, and decorative accessories, all from
the turn of the nineteenth century.

QUAKERTOWN HOUSE MUSEUM
THE QUAKERTOWN COMMUNITY OF DENTON, TEXAS
The Quakertown Community of Denton, Texas was a self-sustaining AfricanAmerican community that developed just a few blocks north of the Denton
Courthouse Square. Quakertown was most likely named in appreciation for the
northern Quakers who supported Abolition and aided freed slaves in the years
prior to the Civil War. “The Quaker,” as many locals called the neighborhood,
began to form as a distinct community within the segregated town of Denton
by the mid-1870s. Over 27 freedmen families from Dallas County migrated to
Denton in 1875. Some Black families from Freeman Town, the first AfricanAmerican settlement in Denton just a mile southeast of the Square, relocated to
Quakertown after the Fredrick Douglas School was opened there in 1878. The
first school building burned down in 1913 and was rebuilt in 1915 across the
railroad tracks in South East Denton. By the 1880s, Quakertown had a thriving
community of stores, diners, churches, and several communal organizations –
including the Masons, the Odd Fellows, and the Knights of Pythias – that also
served as centers for Black community life. The boundaries of the community
were Withers Street (and TWU) on the north, McKinney Street to the south, Vine
Street (now Bell Ave) on the east, and Oakland Avenue on the west. In March
1921, several civic organizations presented a petition to the Denton city

commission for holding a bond election to purchase all the land encompassed
by Quakertown and turn it into a city park. The bond election narrowly passed
by 127 votes, and in May 1922 the city of Denton began to purchase
Quakertown properties. Residents were given the forced choice of selling their
land and property outright or having their houses moved to Solomon Hill, a site
on the other side of the railroad tracks in what is now Southeast Denton.
Quakertown soon disappeared, replaced by the 32-acre Civic Center Park that
was renamed in 2007 to honor the displaced African-American district that was
once here. The house, built in 1904, was in Denton at the same time as the
Bayless-Selby House.

The Denton County Historical
Commission published The Denton
Review: A Journal of Local History that
tells The Quakertown Story in the winter
of 1991 and spring of 2000.

It was at the public dedication of a
City of Denton historic marker in 1991
that author Carolyn Meyer, while
walking her dog through the park, first
heard the story of Quakertown that
inspired her to write her book White
Lilacs. A historical novel set in the
fictional town of Dillon TX, White Lilacs is
based upon the true story of the
eviction of Quakertown’s AfricanAmerican residents and the turmoil
that it caused within the community.
The book was published in 1993 and
again in 2007.
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Research Room
Visitors interested in genealogical research may wish to take advantage of the
museum archives and Denton County Historical Commission resources available
on the first floor of the Courthouse-on-the-Square. Archival records include
documents and photographs of early Denton County people and places. The
museum and commission library have multiple resource materials on both
Denton County and Texas history.
If a visitor requests specific information, bring them to the office and an
employee will have them sign in, unlock the research room for them and help
them locate the research materials they need.
An extensive Inventory List of the Research Room is available upon request.

Collections
Opportunities are available to assist the Curator of Collections in various
collection-related activities. Volunteers are needed for data entry, inventory,
cataloging, photocopying and other projects.
The Denton County Office of History and Culture utilizes a museum database
program called Past Perfect. Training is provided on a one to one basis.

Oral Histories
Opportunities are available to learn how to conduct an Oral History. Oral History
is a sound recording of historical information, obtained through an interview that
preserves a person’s life history or eyewitness account of a past experience.
Docents first shadow an oral history and learn the techniques of interviewing.
They then prepare for an interview by researching a certain topic.

Director, Peggy Riddle, performing an oral history while docents shadow.

