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Above: The 1927 Denton city Hall
The Texas Historical Commission (THC) has
approved all three applications for historical markers submitted in 2014. Denton’s 1927 City Hall
and the Christal House on Denton’s West Oak
Street were designated Recorded Texas Historical
Landmarks (RTHL) and legendary Home Demonstration Agent Edna Westbrook Trigg was approved for a historic individual subject marker.

photo by DJ Taylor

1927 Denton City Hall

Located at 221 North Elm Street, the 1927 Denton City Hall came about after a $100,000 bond
issue was approved on November 9, 1926. The
architecture is a Spanish Revival type with a tile
roof. The Fort Worth architectural firm of Van
Slyke and Woodruff designed the building. The
This brings to four the total number of THC
firm also designed many buildings on the Texas
markers awarded Denton County in 2014, the
Christian University campus in Fort Worth that are
fourth being the previously awarded Undertold Sto- similar in style.
ry marker for Beulah Harriss. Marker dedications
Texas Governor Dan Moody made the dedicafor these will take place in late 2015 or in 2016.
tory speech for the new City Hall on October 8,
Denton County now has 110 Texas Historical
1927, before a very large and enthusiastic crowd.
Commission markers, 17 which are for Recorded
See “Markers” on page 3
Texas Historical Landmarks.

TRIVIA: On May 17, 1934, armed guards stood watch on the rooftops around Denton’s Courthouse
Square, with many more on the Courthouse grounds during the trial of Raymond Hamilton, charged with robbing the First National Bank of Lewisville. Why were the guards needed?
Answer on page 5
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A Message from our County Chair, Charlotte Mooneyham—

Marking Time for All Time, Keep Time with Beth Stribling
Beth Stribling , along with her hard working Historical Research and Marker Committee, has devoted her time to leave a mark (s) for Denton County.
She and her marker committee have found and
marked many, many places that tell the Denton
County story and mark county links to the story of
Texas, the nation and beyond.
From Girls Scouts, County Extension Agents,
Cemeteries and War, the historic places and the
stories are being marked and the undertold stories,
told. The Iron Bridges, ‘bridge the stories’. The
Chisholm Trail, carefully and accurately marked by
the research and onsite visits of Alan Schiegg and
Lloyd Webb, through western Denton County provides a ‘trail’ to and beyond Denton County.
The Texas State Historical Commission (THC)
approved three new state markers for Denton
County on January 30, 2015: Denton’s 1927 City
Hall, the Jim and Margaret Christal House, and
Edna Westbrook Trigg. The Denton County Historical Commission extends its thanks to all the sponsors of these three new historical markers in Den-

ton County.
The Beulah Harris historical marker, approved by
THC in October, as an Undertold Story selection,
will bring another new marker to Denton County.
THC has posted a link on their website showing the
newly approved Official Texas Historical Markers.
Denton County, from proud pioneers and Native
Americans to the 21st century, Denton County residents and beyond, applaud the work of Beth
Stribling and the Marker Committee as well as all
Denton County Historical Commission members.
Mark my word, Denton can look back and move forward because Beth and others have lead and
marked the way.
Bravo for the markers here and the markers to
come; bravo for the inspiration and the high watermark that Beth and her committee are to the Denton County Historical Commission. May the untold
stories continue to be told and the marks/markers
left to be recognized. On your mark, ready, set, go.
Follow Beth.

Heritage Festival

Cancelled for 2015
The 2015 Denton County Heritage Festival, scheduled for
Saturday, April 18, has been cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances that prevent the event from going forward.
The festival will resume in 2016, bigger and better than ever!
Retrospect is published quarterly by the
Denton County Historical Commission’s Publications Committee:
DJ Taylor, Chairman & Editor
Veronica Maldonado, Rynell Novak and a host of contributors

Permission for reprint is authorized provided Retrospect and the author are credited
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Markers

continued from page 1

The marker for the former City Hall was co-sponsored by
the City of Denton and the Denton County Historical Commission’s Historical Research and Marker Committee. The narrative was written by Chuck Voellinger.

LEFT: Mrs.
Edna W.
Trigg
served as
Home
Demonstration
Agent in
Denton
County
from 1916
until her
retirement
in 1937.

Christal House
One-time cowboy Jim Christal returned home to Denton
County in the late 19th century to work in a bank, eventually
becoming president of the Exchange National Bank. In 1906 he
and his wife Margaret built the house at 722 West Oak Street, a
High Victorian Italian Villa style owned by Randy Hunt and Annetta Ramsay, who sponsored the marker application. Randy
Hunt also wrote the narrative for the application.
At the rear of the house is a carriage house used by Mr.
Christal to keep a horse and buggy that he used on weekends
to drive the road west of town to his Golden Hoof Farm. Fittingly, that road, once the Denton-Decatur Road, is now named
Jim Christal Road.

Photo: Denton RecordChronicle

Edna Westbrook Trigg
In 1916 Edna W. Trigg was named the first Home Demonstration Agent in Texas, also one of the first in the nation, and
assigned to Denton County.
Labelled a “government woman” by many she had to overcome much distrust and skepticism. She told a story about
how one farmer offered her $5 to not return. But over time
she was able to earn the trust of the farm families she sought
to help and became a mentor to many farm women and girls.
After over 20 years on the job in Denton County, Mrs. Trigg
retired in 1937 but was a volunteer and resource for Home
Demonstration Clubs until her death on November 15, 1946.
The marker for Mrs. Trigg was sponsored by the Drop
Home Extension Club (the last remaining club in Denton CounThe Jim & Margaret Christal House on West Oak
ty) and the Denton County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension SerStreet in Denton, owned by Randy Hunt & Dr. Annetta
vice. The narrative was written by Kate Lynass.
Photo by DJ Taylor
Ramsay.
—DJ Taylor

Looking Back
150 Years Ago:
As the Civil War wound down lawlessness in Texas accelerated, resulting in General Order No.2 being issued
on March 18, 1865, by the Adjutant General’s office. A
portion was addressed directly to counties of Denton, Tarrant, Dallas, Collin and points northeast. In calling for
home guard troops to be raised, it said that “Murder and
robbery are of almost daily occurrence in our midst.” The
order further called for protection of the homes of soldiers
away at war. The war ended on April 9, 1865, but the
lawlessness problem persisted for several years.
125 Years Ago:
By 1890 Denton was starting to become a real town
with real needs. On April 2, 1890, the Dallas Morning
News reported: from Denton: “At a meeting of citizens

Saturday night, the committee previously appointed by the
board of trade was unanimously requested to take such
steps as may be necessary to secure a waterworks plant
and also electric lights.”
100 Years Ago:
Dallas joined Denton in agitation for a rail line linking
Denton to the Santa Fe line at Krum, according to the May
21, 1915, edition of the Dallas Morning News. Dallas contended that it was at a disadvantage in receiving wheat
from Krum, “the largest wagon market for wheat in Texas.” The article went on to state that grains from Krum
destined for Dallas had to travel via Cleburne, adding an
extra 90 miles to the trip. Dallas Mayor Henry D. Lindsley
said that he knew folks in western Denton County would
rather do business with Dallas interests that those in Fort
Worth. He tried to sweeten the deal by calling for an Interurban line between Dallas and Denton as well.
—DJ Taylor
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Office of History & Culture Introduces Kelsey Jistel
Kelsey Jistel is the new Museum Services Coordinator
for the Office of History and Culture. Kelsey is originally
from Austin, Texas, but received her BA in History from the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and MA in Museum Studies
from the University of Kansas. For her master’s thesis, she
researched types of museum programming for individuals
living with dementia. She has previously worked and interned at various museums, including the Harry Ransom
Center and the Bullock Texas State History Museum in
Austin, and the Buffalo Gap Historic Village in Buffalo Gap,
Texas. At the University of Nebraska-Lincoln she was a
History Harvest Fellow and participated in the North Omaha History Harvest. Kelsey is excited to join the Denton
community. —OH&C

A Sly ConnecƟon: 1960s Music Icon’s Denton Roots
Left:
Sylvester
Stewart, aka
Sly Stone,
during his
heyday
years of the
late 1960s

We know from various biographies that Sly Stone was
born Sylvester Stewart in Denton, to K. C. and Alpha Stewart, in either 1943 or 1944 depending on the source. We
also know from sources that the family was living in California by 1945; so Sly’s (or Sylvester’s) time in Denton was
not extensive.

Checking Denton County deed records, we learned that
K. C. and Alpha bought a house in 1940, listed as being in
the Jasper Addition, parts of lots 1 and 4 in Block 6. The
Photo from
deed is very specific, saying that the property was on the
theguardian.com
south side of East Prairie Street, 40 feet west of Lakey
Street (formerly, Avenue T according to the deed). By the
Every now and then a question is posed to us at Retrotime the Stewart family sold the property in 1945, the deed
spect that requires a bit of investigative work to find the
records indicate they are already living in California. Toanswer. Such was the recent case when Justin Stowers of day, the location of the family’s Denton home is the parking
Denton brought the following inquiry: “Sly Stone of the old lot for a beauty shop.
1960s-1970s group Sly & the Family Stone is supposed to
Sly & the Family Stone actually was a family enterprise,
be from Denton; where did he live?”
with Sly (the name came from a misspelling of Sylvester at
Well, Justin, we did find this intriguing.
his first school) his brother Freddie and sisters Rose and
Vet (Vaetta) all being members of the large band that was
Many of us who listened to music on our radios (yes,
one of the first integrated groups in pop music.
millennials, that was how we heard the latest hits back in
the day) during that time frame can certainly recall the reThanks to the inquiring mind of Justin Stowers, we all
frains of Sly & the Family Stone’s “Dance to the Music”
now have a little more knowledge about Sly Stone’s Denfrom 1967 followed by such hits as “Everyday People,”
ton connection, however brief it may have been.
“Hot Fun in the Summertime” and many other chart topping
tunes of the era.
In the late 1960s, Sly’s group, along with James Brown
Do you have a question or want to know more about a
and the band called Parliament, began to merge Rhythm &
certain aspect of Denton County history? Contact us
Blues with soul and psychedelic music to form a sound that
at: djtaylortx@centurylink.net or call 940.368.1816 &
came to be known as “funk.”
we’ll do our best to find an answer.
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History & Culture Identifies Southeast Denton Photos
Last fall the Office of History & Culture received a box of
photographs from a man who
was cleaning out an old storage unit. The box contained
family photos of an AfricanAmerican family with dates
ranging from early 1900s to
the 1960s, and a letter written
July 7, 1954 mentioning an
Aunt Goldie in Denton, TX.
Many of these photos appeared to be taken around
Southeast Denton sometime
after the relocation of Quakertown residents in 1923.
Museum staff looked to
community resources to discover new evidence about the
photographs. In January, an
article by Bj Lewis featured in ABOVE:: Eulalia and Willie Dee Bowens with their three children, Goldie,
the Denton Record-Chronicle Vivian and Ernest (Fuzzy).
brought light to the search,
and led to an outpouring of
After Bowens’ mother passed away, his family nocalls and emails from members of the community.
ticed that many of the family picture albums had disStaff members met with Southeast Denton resiappeared. He was grateful to be reunited with the
dents at the American Legion Hall Senior Center,
where some of the photographs were identified. One photographs and plans to share copies with his sister
of the residents recognized the family pictures as the and other family members at an upcoming family reBowens family, and Ernest “Fuzzy” Bowens was con- union.
Bowens was glad that the museum reached out to
tacted to come by the museum to see the photos.
the
community to identify these photos. With this type
When Bowens arrived at the museum he was treatof success story, Museum Director Peggy Riddle is
ed to a trip down memory lane. He immediately recinterested in continuing this positive response from
ognized the photographs and was able to help the
museum staff with identifying the images. Some of
the community by bringing forth other unidentified
the photographs were of Bowens when he was a
photographs from the collection.
small child; many show him helping his mother and
—Kelsey Jistel, OHC
grandmother with the garden at their home in Denton.

Trivia Answer:

Raymond Hamilton was a known associate of outlaws Bonnie Parker and
Clyde Barrow. The local fear was that they would try to help him escape during the trial or come after
jurors if he was convicted. These concerns made in difficult to seat a jury (only 1 of 100 qualified on the
death penalty question) and a plea bargain of 99 years in prison was reached. Bonnie and Clyde died in a
Louisiana ambush five days after the trial ended. A year later, Hamilton went to the electric chair for a
1932 killing at Hillsboro. He was 11 days shy of his 23rd birthday.
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
for Dorothy Bertine Exhibit

Pictured: (L-R) Randy Hunt with Historic Denton, County Judge Mary Horn, Dorothy Bertine, County Commissioner Ron Marchant, County Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell, County Commissioner Andy Eads, and County
Commissioner Hugh Coleman

On Tuesday February 17th, the Office of History and Culture in partnership with Historic Denton
had a ribbon cutting ceremony for the opening of a new exhibit. The new exhibit located on the
second and third floor of the Courthouse-on-the-Square features watercolors by Denton resident,
Dorothy Bertine.
Bertine’s watercolors feature historic homes of Denton and highlight the architectural details.
Dorothy Bertine and Delores Vann, a long-time resident and advocate of the Oak-Hickory Historic
District, were both recognized in Commissioner’s Court for their efforts in the historic preservation
of Denton. The exhibit will be on display through September 30th.
—Kelsey Jistel, OHC

“It has been said that, at it’s best, preservation engages the past in a
conversation with the present over a a mutual concern for the future.”
—William Murtagh, first keeper of the National Register of Historic Places
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Introducing the Museum’s Newest Docents

On February 18th the Office of History and Culture welcomed its newest group of docents at the Lunch ‘n Learn Docent Orientation & Training. The newest docents spent time getting to know one another, learning more about Denton County Museums, and attending Tom Tweeddale’s presentation for the 2015 Lecture Series. Pictured from left to right: (1st row) Lenette
Cox, Kaysey Richardson, Jessica Hamilton, Betty Mays; (2nd row) Carol Ryan, Kaitlyn Bradt, Mary Davis, Bonnie White, Marlena Lane, Dana Michaels; (3rd row) Hesper Matzo, Jim McLaren, Aleeca Graves, and Jenna Norris. If you are interested in
becoming a docent, there will be another training session later in the spring. For more information, please contact Gretel
L’Heureux, Education and Tourism Coordinator, at (940) 349-2854 or Gretel.L’Heureux@dentoncounty.com

Our Peter Pirsch Fire Truck Celebrates 80 Years
It was a joyous spring afternoon in Denton on Tuesday,
April 2, 1935, when the city’s new Peter Pirsch fire truck
arrived in town. Fire Chief Eugene Cook announced that
the truck, 36 feet long, would make practically every fire
run in the city. By that evening, the truck was on the way
to its first fire at the home of Gober Wright on West Oak
Street. According to Lee J. Capps, the first driver was
Carl Castleberry.
“Old No. 14” celebrates her 80th birthday this April and
has logged many a mile to assist in fighting fires around
Denton. On February 1, 1989, she almost met her demise
when the building in which she was stored caught fire.
The fire truck is now property of the Denton County Historical Commission (DCHC) and is currently being restored under the auspices of the DCHC Fire Truck Committee chaired by Lee J. Capps. The old engine is rolled
out for special events where youngsters get a thrill sitting
on the seat or ringing the bell.
An equipment and ladder truck, it carried 245 feet of
ladders ranging from seven to 50 feet in length. The truck
also had a100 gallon booster tank of water that could be
emptied in four minutes, eight salvage covers to help save

home or store furnishings, a hand extinguisher, pike
poles, a jimmy for ripping open locked doors or windows,
a holster for raising hose, a metal clamp for quick repairs
to a burst hose, a 50-pound battering ram that could
smash a brick wall and implements that ripped through
metal and plaster roofs, sliced through tin or composition
roofing, smoke masks and even brooms and mops for
cleaning up the aftermath of a fire.
Happy Birthday, “Old No. 14” and our best wishes for
many more!
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“GOODTIME CHARLIE” AND THE DONAHOWER BLOCK
By DJ Taylor

once owned land adjacent to Donahower’s first Denton County
purchase and the two would form a close friendship in addition to
their mutual business interests. When Abney developed heart
problems, Donahower took him to his favorite summering spot in
Wisconsin in hopes that he might recover.

Most people familiar with the history of the City of Denton will
likely recognize the name “Donahower.” It is well-documented
that the block on the southwest corner across from the Courthouse Square was known for years as the Donahower Block,
dating back to 1893, until it burned in 1914 and was rebuilt as the
A proud member of the Republican Party, which put him in a
McClurkan Building; later the home of Russell’s Department
minority
position in Denton at the time, Donahower attended the
Store.
1896 GOP convention in St. Louis along with a delegation of 200
C. H. “Charlie” Donahower, the man who owned and built the
other Texas businessmen. On the night of the election, he conDonahower Block, was a dynamic businessman as well as an
stantly projected the updated results of the election onto a 10 foot
interesting character—and a real character he was.
square screen using a stereopticon, a type of slide projector.
In a December, 1899, issue of the Dallas Morning News there is When his favored candidate, William McKinley, won the presidena letter to Santa wherein a supposedly young boy asks for some tial race Donahower won a wager he’d made with R. H. Bell. The
payoff was Bell pushing Donahower around the Courthouse
balls for his dog to chase along with a request for “a wife, beSquare in a wheelbarrow festooned with red, white and blue buntcause momma won’t let me have one.” The letter is signed
“Charlie Donahower, Denton.” Further research reveals that the ing, accompanied by drummers and bell ringers. It must have
only Donahower in Denton was a man named Charlie—the bach- been quite a sight.
elor owner of the well-known Donahower Block, a man 44 yearsThe entrepreneur’s affection for his canine friends is first exhibold.
ited in the January 21, 1897, edition of the Denton County News
when he offers a “suitable reward’ for two brown spaniels answerOriginally from Newport, Kentucky, on the Ohio River
across from Cincinnati, Ohio, Donahower is listed in the
1880 census as living there with his parents and older sister. His occupation is listed as “brick mason” and his age is
26. When we next see him in the census (1900) he has
managed to age only nine years in the past twenty, listed
as being 35 years old, with his occupation listed as,
“capitalist.”
Sometime after his father’s death in 1884, Donahower
made his way to Denton County where he first shows up in
county records in August, 1890, when he buys 1400 acres
in the Elizano Pizano Survey, south of Krum, for $1,000
and other considerations. The purchase proves to be a
good investment for Donahower who sells the property on
March 1, 1893, for the sum of $15,400. This provides the
capital for his future endeavors. The sale was especially
fortuitous since it came just ahead of the Panic of 1893,
America’s worst depression to that point.
A month later, Donahower bought from the Stroud family
the land where the Donahower Block would rise at a Sheriff’s auction, paying $4,555 for the land. According to C. A.
Bridges, the wooden Stroud buildings had recently burned.
He soon embarked on constructing his building and by October it housed the Mississippi Store, E. L. Hann Grocery, L. O.
Tompkins’ Butcher Shop and the Taliaferro and Ledbetter Confectionary.

ABOVE: A sketch based on an 1890s advertise-

ing to the names, “Billy” and “Brownie.” A few weeks later the
Dallas Morning News carried a short article about one of Donahower’s dogs having an interest in music; sleeping through all
kinds of musical numbers until the “couchee-couchee” music beThere is a drawing in an old issue of the Denton Chronicle that
depicts the Donahower Block with a handsome two story portion gan (meaning middle-eastern “belly dance” music, during the era)
on the Hickory and Elm corner with a corner turret rising to a third the dog would howl and become agitated.
story. This and the one-story portions of the building are topped
Donahower’s investments expanded as he bought properties in
with architectural ornamentation. In a letter to the Denton Record Denton and his influence grew due to his activity in the Masonic
and Chronicle on August 18, 1910, Donahower states that Frank Lodge, the Knights of Pythias and the Commercial Club; a foreCraft, who built many of Denton’s fine old homes, was contractor runner of the Chamber of Commerce. His organizational skills
for the building.
were also put to use organizing the annual parade for the County
Fair.
Donahower himself became the owner of one business in the
building when he and T. W. Abney, another significant Denton
A skilled orator, Donahower was the main speaker when Denton
entrepreneur, purchased in 1894 the soda fountain and confecwelcomed home the Joe Bailey Rifles from their service to the
tionary of M. C. Crumley. Their ads appeared in many issues of
Spanish-American War in May of 1898. The speech was a very
the Denton County News during the 1890s, offering candy at 10
See “Donahower” on page 9
cents a pound along with cakes and other sweets. Abney had
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Harrington-Cassady-Clark Cemeteries
Undertold Story Marker Dedication Set for May 2
The Harrington, Cassady and Clark Cemeteries, north of Little
Elm, will have a Texas Historical Commission (THC) marker dedicated on Saturday, May 2, at 10:00 a.m.
The marker was one of 14 topics awarded an Undertold Story
marker from 83 applications in 2013. The THC’s Undertold Story
program began in 2006 to address historical gaps, promote diversity of topics, and to proactively document significant undertold or untold stories.
All three cemeteries are African-American cemeteries located
on Lloyd Road, near the former Lloyd community. The Harrington Cemetery is the only one of the three remaining in its original
location. The Cassady and Clark Cemeteries were moved from
near Lake Dallas when the Garza-Little Elm Reservoir (now Lewisville Lake) was built in the early 1950s.
Harrington Cemetery dates to at least 1872, the date on the
first marked grave—that of Nick Oldem.
The historical narrative was written by University of North Texas graduate student Chelsea Stallings.
All Denton County Historical Commission members are encouraged to attend this important marker dedication. The location is on Lloyd Road, off FM 720, south of US Highway 380.

DONAHOWER, continued from page 8
effective one, as the newspapers noted, “It is said Mr. Donahower was the only orator that ever succeeded in moving Judge Piner and J. W. Jagoe to tears.”
Beginning in the mid-1890s Donahower preferred spending
his summers in the relative comfort of Peewaukee, Wisconsin.
Although his 1899 request to Santa Claus for a wife was unsuccessful, his annual visits to Wisconsin brought an answer to his
wish. The November 8, 1904, edition of the Denton County
News proclaimed the surprising announcement that he was soon
to marry Miss Ella Mary Bolles of Peewaukee. From that time
until his death, Donahower’s time was shared between Denton
and Peewaukee.
Donahower was once again the center of attention in Denton
during the summer of 1910 when a water leak made Sand Street
(South Elm) a muddy pool that generated a mosquito infestation.
The city alleged first that an old spring under the Donahower
Block had come to life and created the problem and later pointed
to an old wooden sewer under the building as the problem. Donahower responded with vehement objections to the allegations
in a letter to the newspapers and the city. By the fall, the source
of the leak had been ascertained; a leaky city water main on
Hickory Street was the culprit.
By this time, Donahower’s association with Denton was about
to end. He had been trying to sell his buildings since at least
1902 when he advertised them for sale in the Dallas Morning
News. In early February of 1911, he finalized the sale of his
block to W. B. McClurkan. It was the last business transaction
Donahower would make in Denton; he died at Peewaukee less
than three weeks later, on February 28, 1911. His obituary point-

ABOVE: The marker for young Henry Williams, the son
of Anderson and Mattie Williams, at the Harrington Cemetery on Lloyd Road in eastern Denton County.

ed to a long illness that preceded his passing.
Charles Henry Donahower was quite a character and he certainly
loved his adopted home of Denton; a place he never forgot. His
simple Masonic marker in Wisconsin lists his name, birth and
death dates, along with the words “Denton Texas.”

Photo from Findagrave.com
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Details of Argyle Bank Demise & Scandal Elusive
For many years, the letters on the old building in Argyle faded to a
point that they were almost unreadable. Yet, the word “Bank” could
still be deciphered with a little concentration. Information about the
demise of the Argyle State Bank is scarce; most who witnessed its
controversial closing or who were affected by the loss have passed
on. What little that has been written either omits the fact that it
closed amidst a scandal or briefly alludes to the affair without giving
a name of the person involved nor any details and leaves it at that.
Some online references cite the bank’s origin as 1887. There
may have been a bank at that time but it was not the bank involved
in the incident that led to its closure. The Argyle State Bank, in this
case, was chartered in October of 1906.
As some might believe—and a few have written without checking
their facts—the bank did not close in the throes of the Great Depression following the stock market crash of 1929. The bank’s end
came two years prior, on Tuesday, October 25, 1927, when the
bank’s cashier burned its records in the ditch along Denton Street.
In a 2009 oral history interview, Mary George Sullivan recalled the
incident, believing that the cashier killed himself on that day and
provided his name: “H. O, Wheeler.” What really happened?
The destruction of the records was also reportedly observed by a
number of others who would be interviewed by authorities in the
days and months that followed. Given that fact, one might expect
sensational headlines would soon crop up in the newspapers of the
region. But you will find hardly a mention of the incident. The first
notice in the Denton Record-Chronicle’s October 31 edition announced the state bank examiner’s request that “all stockholders
and depositors appear at the bank with records showing stock ownership and deposits.” The notice provided but a single, one sentence reason for the request: “This is necessary because of the
fact that a fire in the bank Tuesday badly damaged the records.”
State records show the bank ceased doing business on October
29.
Why did H. O. Wheeler destroy the bank’s records? What crime, if
any, was he charged? What was the outcome?
The public records ultimately reveal some insight into the financial
and personal issues that were converging on H. O. Wheeler that
fateful day of October 25, 1927.
One possible significant event is noted just a month prior to the
closing of the bank. The September 26, 1927, Denton RecordChronicle reported that Wheeler’s young daughter had been seriously injured in an accident at the bank when a table had fallen on
the child, severely injuring her. Other reports indicated a grave
prognosis for recovery but later editions attest to her survival.
This singular incident leads to speculation that the injury to his
daughter may have caused Wheeler to be overwhelmed, either by
a backlog of work that may have resulted while the child convalesced, or by medical bills that may have resulted from her injury.
In addition to working as the cashier of the bank, Wheeler had other investments. An ad in the October 26, 1927, edition of the Denton Record-Chronicle lists filling stations where Cities Services
gasoline can be purchased. Among these is, “H. O. Wheeler, Argyle.” Wheeler was also involved in several real estate transactions, many immediately before and after the bank records were
burned. Most of these involved lots within the town of Argyle. To
use a more current term, it appears he was “flipping” properties—
selling them for a profit shortly after buying.
The Record-Chronicle reported in its November 29, 1927, issue
that the bank would likely not reopen for business. There was no
mention of Wheeler or any pending charges. It also reported that
an allotment to depositors and creditors would not be made until

ABOVE: The old Argyle State Bank building bePhoto: DJ Taylor
fore its recent renovation.
sometime in February. This surely caused some difficult times
financially for the people who banked there and one could logically
conclude that animosity toward Wheeler was probably running at a
high level in the community.
Throughout the following months the newspapers remained
strangely devoid of any mention regarding Wheeler’s involvement
in the incident. In fact, the next notice of the bank’s closing does
not appear until February 17, 1928, when, under “Courthouse
News” there is a reference to “In re liquidation vs. Argyle State
Bank, liquidation” found among other District Court suits filed. It is
not until the April 2, 1928, edition that Wheeler’s name is mentioned. Under the headline Arrests Made on Indictments Here.
One indictment listed is “Hunter Wheeler was indicted on a charge
of destroying bank records.”
It might be expected that H. O. Wheeler would be indicted for felony embezzlement if money was missing. Yet the actual charge
was only a misdemeanor at the time. The big question remains:
Was all the money there? From this relatively minor charge, one
might conclude that the money was still there—or evidence was
lacking to confirm or reconcile losses since bank records were destroyed. Yet claims of lost savings continued to echo through the
community for decades.
The case was quickly resolved when, according to records in the
County Clerk’s office, the Denton County Court awarded James
Shaw, Banking Commissioner of Texas, a $500.00 fine from
Hunter Oscar Wheeler, on April 20, 1928.
One might conclude that the bank’s cashier did indeed get off light,
with only a fine. But county records reveal Wheeler experienced
additional financial failings in the following years.
The next time we find H. O. Wheeler mentioned in the newspapers
is in July of 1931, when it was reported that he had died at Gainesville of “gunshot wound, self-inflicted.” So, Mary George Sullivan’s
recollection of that fact proved correct, but off by about four years
from the actual event. She was, after all,101 years-old at the time
of her interview.
Wheeler may have avoided a felony charge, but the aftermath
shows he paid a tragic price. People prefer that stories have a
clear solution, one way or another, that wraps it all up in a pretty
package with a satisfying, if not happy, ending. The reality is that
such is not always the case. This tale falls into that category.
—DJ Taylor
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Justin Historical Marker Dedicated
Denton County Courthouse Square lawn in 1901.
Justin’s marker joins those for the towns of Sanger and
Ponder as communities that were born of the extension by
the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway through western
Denton County in 1886-1887. By 1914, Justin had four
grain elevators, two cotton gins, a flour mill and over 20
businesses, including the Justin State Bank. The town
incorporated on November 7, 1946, with W. I. Bishop as
its first mayor.
Speakers at the dedication included Justin Mayor Greg
Scott, Denton County Precinct 4 Commissioner Andy
Eads, DCHC member DJ Taylor and DCHC Historical
Research and Marker Committee chair, Beth Stribling.
Commissioner Eads read a Texas House of Representatives Resolution on behalf of State Representative Tan
Parker. A commendation was also presented from Congressman Michael Burgess’ office by Megan Everett.
DCHC Certificates of Commendation were presented by
Beth Stribling to Dr. Lisa Westkaemper and to the Justin
City Council.

The Texas Historical Commission (THC) marker for
the City of Justin was dedicated on Saturday, March
21, at the town’s Bishop Park.
A sizeable crowd of approximately 150 braved fog,
mist and a threat of impending rain to celebrate the
unveiling of the marker.
The Posting of the Colors and the Pledge of Allegiance were led by Cub Scout Pack 931, The Star
Spangled Banner and America, the Beautiful were performed by students from Pike Middle School.
The narrative for the marker, sponsored by the City
of Justin and the Denton County Historical Commission’s (DCHC) Historical Research and Marker Committee, was researched and written by Dr. Lisa Westkaemper of Austin, formerly a member of the Justin
City Council and the DCHC.

L-R: Justin Mayor Greg Scott, DCHC member Judy Clements,
DCHC Marker Chair Beth Stribling, County Judge Mary Horn,
County Commissioner Pct. 4 Andy Eads, Dr. Lisa Westkaemper,
DCHC member DJ Taylor, Justin Mayor-Pro-Tem David Speicher,
and former Justin Mayor Dale Roberson.
Photo by Vicki Taylor

Among the first settlers in the area were a group of
French Socialists who established in 1848 the New
Icaria settlement at the confluence of Oliver Creek and
Denton Creek, just north of town. New Icaria only lasted
two years before being abandoned.

It was also near this confluence of these creeks where
the body of Denton County’s namesake, John B. Denton,
was buried after he was killed by Indians in 1841. His
bones were recovered years later by famed cattleman
John Simpson Chisum who buried them on his Bolivar
Ranch. John B. Denton’s third and final burial was on the

We Want to Hear From You!
Let us know what you like or dislike about Retrospect. What
would you like to see more of...or less of? Have a story idea?
Want to submit an article?
Contact us: DJ Taylor (940) 368-1816
or Roslyn Shelton (940) 349-2860
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Denton County Historical
Commission
Phone:940.349.2860
Email: Roslyn.Shelton@dentoncounty.com
Courthouse-on-the-Square
110 West Hickory Street
Denton TX 76201-4168

Visit us, Denton County Historical Commission, on Facebook.

Denton County Historical Commission
Executive Committee
Chair, Charlotte Mooneyham
First Vice-Chair, Andy Eads
Second Vice-Chair, vacant
Recording Secretary, Connie Baker

Upcoming Events
Denton County Historical
Commission
Meets @ 3:00pm, 2nd Floor
Courthouse-on-the Square
April 2
May 7
June 4

Corresponding Secretary, Jean Carter
Financial Secretary, Lee Capps
At-Large-Members:
Don Beckel
Jesse Davis
Jane Flynn

CHOS Lectures, 12 Noon:
May 20: The Chisholm Trail,
Lloyd Webb & Alan Schiegg
June 17: A Brief Discussion of Denton
Geology with Emphasis on Industrial
Materials
Richard Murphy

Other Events:
April 9: Revin’ Up Roanoke
April 18: Denton Redbud Festival,
Denton Civic Center
April 24-26: Denton Arts & Jazz Festival, Quakertown Park
May 2: Denton Cinco de Mayo,
Quakertown Park
May 9: Chalk This Way Festival, Old
Town Lewisville
June 6: Justin Fun Days
June 19-20: Denton Juneteenth,
Fred Moore Park
June 20: Denton Airshow,
Denton Enterprise Airport
June 20: Best Little Brewfest in Texas,
Old Town Lewisville

