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TRIVIA:

The Denton County Historical Commission will host
its first annual Denton County Heritage Festival on the
lawn of the historic Courthouse on the Square. The
Heritage Festival is set to coincide as closely as possible with the anniversary of the founding of Denton
County on April 11, 1846.
Those of us on the planning committee for the Festival foresee it as a yearly event that will, each spring,
focus on a different period of our county’s history.
This year, the Festival will commemorate the Civil
War-Reconstruction Eras (1861-1877) in Denton
County. We hope to “turn back” the Square to those
early years in our county’s history. To that end, members of the Denton County Historical Commission and
volunteers, in period costume, will fill the lawn of the
Courthouse on the Square from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. Activities on the lawn will include:
1. An opening ceremony, beginning at 10:00 a.m.,
featuring Master of Ceremonies Don McClure,
County Judge Mary Horn, the Denton Community Band, the Guyer High School Honor
Guard, and five “Historic County Officials” -District Judge Joseph A. Carroll (portrayed by
volunteer Mark Glasschroeder); County Judge
Tom Hogg (portrayed by Commission Member
D J Taylor); County Treasure Henderson Murphy (portrayed by volunteer Gil Guerrero); and
County Sheriff W.F. Egan (portrayed by Commission Member Connie Baker).
2. Children’s storytime and crafts, led by Lesley
Coleman and her group of volunteers, under
the theme “Once Upon a County.”
3. Union and Confederate military re-enactors.
4. The Denton Community Market, displaying period-style produce and crafts.
5. A Bluegrass-Folk Music Concert by the Montage County Volunteers, who are driving all
the way from Montague County to participate.
.
Local merchants, with encouragement from the Main

Denton County’s first “Courthouse-on-the
-Square” circa 1876. Photo: Portal to Texas History,
http://texashistory.unt.edu/

Street Association, are being invited to decorate their
establishments’ windows as if each establishment was,
for the day, its most famous historic business from the
Civil War-Reconstruction period.
Inside the courthouse, displays from various county
communities and from the UNT Portal to Texas History,
will educate the public on our county’s fascinating history.
At 1:00 p.m., the attention will move inside to the
historic Commissioners Courtroom, where our MiniChautauqua will be presented. “Mark Twain” (portrayed
by Denton County attorney John P. Knouse) will read
his essay, The Private History of a Campaign That
Failed, a fictionalized account of Twain’s own two-week
See “Heritage Festival” on p.11

What two Denton County Rural Schools were known locally by the nicknames, “Possum
Trot” and “Rabbit Ridge”? Where were they located? Answer on Page 5
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Chairman’s Corner with Beth Stribling

Linking History
History is history –so to speak. We all like to visit historic
houses, museums, cemeteries, and other historic sites in towns
in our county or state. It is a visual feeling we get when discovering some never before seen historic building or revisiting favorite historic sites. In today’s world, we are learning that
knowledge from historical research does not always require an
onsite visit or hours and hours in a library searching through
numerous files and books. It can happen at your desk on your
own computer. These websites that tell us about the significant
events of our county’s history are ever expanding links to the
future with a focus on the past through technology. No historian, county historical commissioner or local preservationist can
afford to be out of the main stream when it comes to this technology and how to use it.

This will be a great focus and addition to an overview of the
important structures, buildings and houses that have been designated as RTHLs. THC is in Austin but work will be done by
the University of North Texas Portal to Texas here in Denton.

DCHC recently submitted a letter in support of the The Colony Library’s TexTreasures grant request to digitize The Little
Elm Tide, The Little Elm Journal and various The Colony newspapers. Don Beckel, a member of DCHC and resident of the
Colony, has long been interested obtaining research materials
about the town and asked us to support the library’s project. If
approved this connection with the history of Little Elm and The
Colony will provide researchers with a new and much needed
primary-source link. UNT Portal of History will be digitizing
these newspapers for public access. At a recent DCHC ExecuMore and more important historical records about Denton
tive Committee meeting we learned that DCHC 1st Vice Chair
County are becoming available to us from progressive weband Oral History Chair Tara Carlisle, who is on staff at UNT
sites, such as the Texas Historical Commission, Denton County Digital Projects at Willis Library, that she will oversee the proHistorical Commission, the University of North Texas Portal to
ject.
Texas, Texas State Historical Association Handbook of Texas,
The Denton County Historical Commission has a historical
our city libraries, etc. THC describes itself as a gateway to
marker website available to the public at
Texas History. UNT Portal to Texas also uses the word
www.dentoncounty.com/historicalmarkers. It lists all of the
“gateway” when describing what they do. These are indeed
THC, DCHC and National Register of Historic Places that have
gateways and best of all, access is free.
historical markers showing location and directions, type and
The THC History Program Division has received a Texdate of marker, inscriptions and photos. When available elecTreasures Grant to fund digitized records of all of the 3600
tronically, each complete documented historical marker narraRTHLs in the state. Denton County has 15 of those RTHLs.
tive has been placed online. THC required marker applications
and narratives to be submitted electronically beginning with the
2007 marker year. Martin- Russell House in Denton, County
Line Baptist Church and St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
in Pilot Point were the first markers to be submitted electronically in the fall of 2006. DCHC has been able to place around
The reasons we love our county are many. The
following comments are an example of what we’ve 30 electronic historical narratives on the website. Remaining
narratives will have to be scanned and then placed in the webheard from county residents:
site. A goal is to have all of the 109 marker narratives available.
(This is a call for a volunteer interested in this worthwhile
Denton's landscapes are what make me so happy to call the
county home. I love that the east is fairly timbered, while to the job – if interested contact me!)
west, the wide prairies open up and the vistas become large
Rachel Crowe, Denton County GIS Manager, and a memand grand. It mirrors the county's history, encompassing the
ber of DCHC marker committee, has developed a huge county
farm and the ranch, the urban and the rural. Whenever I come
interactive map that locates all of the historical markers,
back from a trip and see the lake or the knobs or the post
See “Links” on p.11
oaks, I feel a real sense of homecoming.—Robin Cole-Jett

We Love Denton County!

Retrospect is published quarterly by the
Denton County is the best place to be! There are three reasons why this is true. First off, everyone loves the trees in
Argyle. They make my day! All the houses are so lovely, too!
Also, Providence has the best pool with a twisty slide! Paloma
Creek doesn’t have a slide. That’s why providence is awesome! Ok, Oak Shores has the best lake! Even the Lewisville
Lake can’t beat the Oak Shores Lake. You can go fishing, and
boating! Denton County is the best place to be! What other
county has so many things to do?—Colton Jennings, 1st
Grade, Providence Elem.

Look for more comments in this issue about
why our residents love Denton County. Each
entry will have this background shading.

Denton County Historical Commission
Publications Committee:
DJ Taylor, Chairman & Editor
Veronica Maldonado
Don McClure
Rynell Novak
Tresa Tatyrek
and a host of contributors
Advisory Board/ Ex-officio members: Beth Strlbling & Peggy Riddle

Permission for reprint is authorized provided Retrospect
and the author are credited
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The 1848 French Icarians; What if…?
By Dr. Lisa Westkaemper
How different would North Central Texas
be if a certain group of early French settlers
had been able to stay? What French flavor
might they have added to the pioneer mix if
they had been able to stake out their potential utopia and make their mark on the
Grand Prairie in Southwestern Denton
County? What might Justin look like now if
those sturdy French idealists who came to
Texas in 1848 had succeeded in establishing their colony? Would things be different
if the Peters Colony had fulfilled their promises and built cabins, fenced acreage, provided a year's worth of ammunition, guns,
and farming implements for these
"Socialistes"?
21st century city management teams
brainstorm for hours about long-range
plans, economic development, sustainable
systems, green building materials, and
planned developments. The new French
had all that in place, in mid 19th century
terms. How grand would the adventure
have been if those avant-garde (advance
guard) members of the new Icarians had
been able to implement their development
plans and establish their diverse, renewable community?

The New Icaria settlers plans for establishing farms and businesses could not
overcome the obstacles of nature and
man. Drawing: Icaria.net
not navigable beyond Shreveport, Louisiana because of a vast dam of trees uprooted by seasonal rains. The new French
settlers were met by Cabet's agent,
Charles Sully, and escorted to a settlement
in Titus County named Sulphur Prairie,
where they rested for a few days. The lead
party made their arduous cross-country
journey to Cabet's New Icaria, located at
the confluence of Denton Creek and Oliver
Creek, just north of the current city limits of
Justin. In addition to inhospitable climatic
conditions, the settlers met with the near
insurmountable complexities of the Peters'
contract.

materials, also labored under the details of
the contract timeline. In order to fully qualify for the land grants, the settlers were to
have made improvements on each parcel
of non-contiguous land by July 1st, little
more than one month after their arrival.
Improvements included a cabin or building
and evidence of an adequate start at sustainable business endeavors, either agriculture or livestock. These limitations, combined with the hardships encountered by
people expecting a climate similar to that
which they left behind in France, proved to
be overwhelming for the settlers. Illness,
fever, harsh climatic conditions, broken
promises, the stress of unrealistic deadlines, and the debilitating effects of dashed
dreams combined to cost the lives of nearly
one-fourth of the settlers. The community
buried the last of the fever victims, and
abandoned the territory in September of
1848. The remainder of the settlers returned to Sulphur Prairie, journeyed to
Shreveport, and finally arrived back in New
Orleans. The survivors of the Texas debacle were later joined by their founder, Cabet, and they moved to establish a colony
in Illinois and subsequent colonies in Missouri, Iowa and California.

The French settlers in Texas hoped to
be able to grow crops, such as grapes, that
they had produced in their native country.
Subsequent agricultural development of
Justin and the north Texas prairie led to the
area being a leader in production of wheat,
corn, and cotton. The French influence
could have established grapes as a viable
crop, long before the 21st century trend
towards award-winning Texas wines.
While areas later to be called Texas were
still being roamed by buffalo and Native
Americans, France was experiencing periThe New Icarians were a middle class
Gouhenant returned to Sulphur Prairie to ods of enormous cultural significance in the
group of French idealists whose uniting
fine arts, architecture, politics, and sociolgather the remainder of the initial party,
principles of peace, justice, equality, and
ogy. France had already experienced a
and
this
second
group
arrived
in
New
Icaria
fraternity stood the test of time, even
on June 1, 1848. Additional settlers arrived social revolution that was based on the
though their first attempt at settlement in
vastly different life available to the "haves"
the United States did not. The original land on August 29, 1848, led by Pierre Favard.
The Peters' contract provided that the Icari- and the "have nots". The Icarians believed
contract for these settlers was negotiated
by their founder, Etienne Cabet, and W. S. ans would be allocated thousands of acres in social equality and community in a way
that pre-dated recognition in the United
in sections and half-sections, as well as
Peters in London in early September of
States (and Texas) of the need for Civil
bonus acreage which doubled the alloca1847. Cabet appointed Adolphe GouheRights, Women's Equality and community
tion.
The
contract
promised
to
furnish
pronant to lead the "Premiere Avante-garde",
visions and assist with all aspects of settle- wide social services.
a group of sixty-nine Icarian settlers who
sailed from Le Havre, France on February ment, however the nearest Colony store
There is no doubt that the course of hiswas in Stewartsville, a location too distant
3, 1848 and arrived in New Orleans on
tory and cultural development would have
to be of immediate service to the settlers.
March 27, 1848. On March 31st they
been very different if the New Icarian colboarded a steamship, which they believed The agreement proved to be too much for
ony had persisted. The Justin and north
the financially and organizationally chalwould take them up the Mississippi River,
Texas areas would have been infused with
lenged Peters Colony and promises were
allow them to connect with the Red River,
a French sensibility and a heightened level
broken.
and thereby transport them close to their
of European cultural and social awareness.
final destination without a great deal of
The nearly abandoned settlers, stranded How cool would that have been?
difficulty. Unfortunately, the Red River was without access to adequate supplies and
—Dr. Lisa Westkaemper
The new Texas French believed in freedom of religion, freedom of speech, equal
and free access to education, and the wellknown tenet of "do unto others as you
would have others do unto you." In addition, they believed in a societal support
system that protected each member of the
group and utilized their individual talents in
order to create a sustainable environment
to be enjoyed by all who were united under
a single cause - community.
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Dr. Hubbard’s Plan to Paint the Town Red(bud)

By Rynell Novak

The goal of planting 2,000 redbud trees
on the campus of Texas Woman's University (TWU) was announced by President
Dr. L. H. Hubbard in 1930. He implemented a long-term beautification program with the goal of planting 2,000 redbud trees on the campus, plus live oaks
and many other trees and shrubs.
Dr. L. H. Hubbard
Dr. Hubbard was named fifth President
of the College of Industrial Arts (CIA) on
February 10, 1926, his 44th birthday. He
had been Dean of Students at the University of Texas at Austin (UT) prior to his
appointment, and earned his PhD from
UT during his tenure as President of CIA.
Immediately after his appointment as
President, he set about moving the college forward in educational and academic
areas, beginning graduate level courses
in the summer of 1930. There was so
much advancement in the programs of
the college that he recommended to the
Board of Regents that the name of the
school should be changed; in 1934 it became the Texas State College for Women
(TSCW).
Much progress was made also in the
building program on the campus, including one of his favorite projects, the famous Little Chapel-in-the-Woods. Students were heavily involved in the building of the Chapel and it was dedicated in
1939 by First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.
(See Note #1.)
Campus Beautification Plan
With an emphasis on campus beautification, Dr. Hubbard relied upon Fred
Westcourt, the Director of Rural Arts, and

Willie Isabella Birge,
Chair of Biology and a
noted horticulturist, to
develop and execute the
beautification plan.
The thousands of redbud trees and Texas
wildflowers gave the
campus a reputation for
natural beauty unmatched in the area.
Miss Birge planned the
botanical gardens of the
campus and as early as
1926 she encouraged
the systematic planting
of trees, particularly
redbuds, on the campus
and in the community.
After the retirement of
Miss Birge and Mr. Westcourt, the gardens on campus were neglected for a
number of years. Efforts to restore the
gardens were begun in 1976 by TWU
President Dr. Mary Evelyn Huey who had
been to the gardens many times as a
child.
Self-Development Week and the
Redbud Festival
As part of his emphasis on developing
the students in all phases of their lives,
Dr. Hubbard established a SelfDevelopment Week that climaxed in the
Redbud Festival. The March 24, 1939,
LASS-O student newspaper reported on
assemblies during the week when two of
the college departments made presentations. The Speech Department gave lectures on voice production and diction, and
the Physical Education Department used
pictures to stress the connection between
good posture and self-development.
Through the years the Redbud Festival
became a big event each March. The
annual competition was based on academics, beauty, and poise. It concluded
with a Coronation Ball celebrating the
Redbud Queen. In 1939, the first Queen,
Ruth Vogel, was crowned by Dr. Hubbard. (See Note #2.)
Directed by the Office of Student Activities, the school continued to host the Festival until 1981. In 1994, the Keep Denton
Beautiful organization gave the Festival
new life in honor of Denton's designation
as the "Redbud Capital of Texas."
Redbud Lane on TWU Campus
The March 24, 1939, LASS-O issue
included a picture of a student on Redbud
Drive on the campus. The walk that
came to be known as “Redbud Lane”
lapsed for years but TWU Chancellor and

President Dr. Ann Stuart began reestablishing the Lane after she took office
in 1999.
The Redbud Lane goes along driveways and walkways, beginning at The
Little Chapel-in-the-Woods, moving on
behind the Fitness and Recreation Center, past the Library and Hubbard Hall,
then between the Student Union,
Stoddard, and The Administration and
Conference Tower, in front of the Classroom Faculty Office building, and then
around Old Main.

A redbud tree on the TWU campus
Redbud Trail through the City of
Denton
As a part of the emphasis by Miss Birge
of planting redbud trees in the City of
Denton, the Denton Record Chronicle
(DRC) reported on February 1, 1940, that
the project was being revived. Through
the Civic Bureau of the Denton Chamber
of Commerce it was the hope “that redbud [trees] will be planted closely along a
number of streets” and there could be
“completion of the red bud trail.” (DRC,
February 21, 1940)
Stickers carrying the slogan “Let’s
Make Denton the Red Bud City” were
distributed and some volunteers were “to
solicit residents relative to planting trees
on their parkways, or just inside the
yards” for the Redbud Trail. The volunteers were to pass on to residents the
cost for the trees which were being purchased in bulk.
See “Redbuds” on p.6
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The Denton Monitor: Pioneer of the Press
By the 1890's, the papers' format was
much more sophisticated. There's even a
science column. The later Monitor more
closely resembles a modern newspaper. If
A surprising number of newspapers
The Monitor also opposed the Ku Klux
the old Monitor was a little rude, and pubhave been published in Denton since the
Klan. In the Monitor's opinion, the Klan was
lished opinions that are unattractive and
city was founded in 1857. Among them are a Radical Republican plot to discredit the
unpleasant today, it nevertheless had the
The Denton Beacon, The Denton IndeSouth. The paper had nothing nice to say
stance of a scrappy fighter. If the later
pendent, The Denton Times, The Denton
about the Klan, either. In short, the Monitor
Monitor was more suave and sophisticated,
Post, and The Denton County News. Most was a paper that said what it pleased. Its
it never forgot its motto: "Maintain the Right
of these publications were short lived.
comments about blacks were no worse
-Expose the Wrong."
than its comments about many whites. Its
One of the most famous nineteenth
mixture of vim, vigor, and venom would
Times had changed, though. By 1897,
century Denton papers was The Denton
probably
get
the
paper
sued
by
modern
Denton
had railroads and a public school
Monitor. In 1868, a committee of Densystem. It had one of the two universities
tonites, headed by Mayor J.A. Carroll went standards.
that is has today. There was a courthouse
to Greenville to convince the Greenville
The Monitor's opinion of Denton was
on the center of the square. Indian raids
Independent to move to Denton. The group another matter. The town and the paper
were a thing of the past, as was Radical
spoke to C.W. Geers, the publisher, and to must have had a love affair from the very
the editor, Tom Burnett. Geers and Burnett, first. The Monitor was always ready to sing Republican rule of' Texas. Denton was a
town with electricity, running, water, and
evidently liked the idea because they acthe praises of Denton, and in the first issue
telephones. The old frontier town was gone
cepted almost immediately. The paper and said, "We do not remember to have seen
forever. Times had changed.
its physical plant were brought to Denton.
any other town in Texas possessing the
Years later, a Denton County News histori- advantages of situation that our town of
The Monitor made many contributions
cal issue (December 8, 1905) claimed
Denton possesses."
to the history of Denton as a communityGeers and Burnett received a welcome
oriented newspaper. It also made a contriOf course, the Monitor suggested im"that amounted to almost an ovation" on
bution for the future. One of the printer's
provements. The city needed a new courttheir arrival.
devils employed by the Monitor was James
house. At this time the center of the square
Williams. Williams founded The Chronicle
The paper set up shop on the upper
was nothing but oak trees with the courtin 1882. The Chronicle was later sold to the
story of the R.J. Battle and Co. building.
house on the north side. A college should
Denton County Record, which in turn beThe name was changed to The Denton
be established. On the whole, the Monitor
came the Denton Record-Chronicle.
Monitor, and it adopted the motto "Maintain remained Denton's biggest fan.
the Right. Expose the Wrong." At this time,
The advertisements are interesting.
Alec Williams is an associate member of
the staff of the paper was often armed. The
The
local
ads
are
full
of
memorable
names
the Denton County Historical Commission,
threat of Indian attacks was still present
in Denton history: Piner, Welch, Ross, Mur- a writer and a descendant of Denton
here in 1868. The Monitor office, with its
phy, Mounts. Merchants from Greenville,
County pioneers. This article originally
Washington hand press, became something of a tourist attraction. People had few Jefferson, and Shreveport advertised in the appeared in The Street Level News a few
sources of news in what was still a frontier Monitor, too. There was no railroad here in years ago.
1868, and the three cities were major distrisettlement, and a newspaper office was
bution points for goods.
unusual. The first issue of the Denton
By Alec Williams

may expect, The Monitor had few kind
things to say about the Radical Republicans.

Monitor appeared on May 30, 1868.
At that time, the Monitor was bluntly racist. The civilian and military reconstruction
authorities had disenfranchised the bulk of
the white electorate in favor of the black
electorate. It was one of many blunders
that helped establish racial hatred in the
South.

The Monitor also reported on such
things as prayer meetings and amateur
theatricals. When John Chisum returned to
Denton County from West Texas, the news
he reported was printed in the Monitor. The
Monitor was a community oriented source
of news for the people of this city and
county.

The Monitor claimed the South's opposition to black voting rights was a matter of
principle and that the majority of blacks
would vote with the Southern whites. It
would be a marvelous way to get rid of the
Radical Republican regimes that controlled
the South. The Radical Republicans were
responsible for the Reconstruction policies
that the Southerners hated, and as you

Sources vary as to when the Monitor
ceased publication, but it did continue. Burnett left The Monitor after thirty-one weeks,
and Geers took over the role of editor. The
Monitor office burned in 1878 when a type
setter fell asleep, allowing a candle to burn
down into a wooden box. Geers bought the
Denton Review before the fire was out, and
the public never missed an issue.

Trivia Answer:

We Love Denton County!

From the award-winning quarter horse
ranches to the metro area, Denton
County has a very diverse population. If
you long for the simpler rural life or
the hustle and bustle of the Metroplex,
you can find it in Denton County. From
state champion high school sports
teams to the Texas Motor Speedway,
you can find it here. There’s also UNT,
TWU and NCTC and all they have to
offer as well.—David Mollen

“Possum Trot” was officially the Hilliard School located in today’s Flower Mound
immediately south of Bartonville. “Rabbit Ridge” was officially the Bernard School, north of Krum
and southwest of the Bolivar community on Bernard Road.
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Denton County “Two-for-Two” Winning State Markers
Denton County has gone “two-for-two” in the 2013 application
process for Texas Historical Commission (THC) makers. The
Denton County Historical Commission (DCHC) was notified in late
January that both the 1922 steel bridge over the Elm Fork of the
Trinity River along FM 428 near Aubrey and the City of Justin
were approved by the THC board.
The two markers join the Undertold Story marker awarded the
county last summer for the Harrington, Cassady and Clark cemeteries, three traditionally African-American cemeteries near Little
Elm.
The Justin marker narrative, sponsored by the City of Justin,
was researched and written by Dr. Lisa Westkaemper, a member
of both the Justin City Council and the DCHC.
“The more I got into it, the more I realized there was a significant history in Justin that I was not aware of,” said Westkaemper.
Her research led to extensive findings about the 1848 French
Socialist colony, New Icaria, and to information about the family
connection of the town’s namesake, Walter Justin Sherman, to
President Rutherford B. Hayes, as well as the story of local confectioner/historian/writer, J. E. “Brad” Bradley.

A mural at Justin commemorates the town’s establishment
with the coming of the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe railroad
Morgan Davis, DCHC member and head of special collections
at the University of North Texas Libraries, wrote the narrative for
the Elm Fork Bridge. The marker was sponsored by the DCHC
Historical Research and Marker Committee. The structure be-

Redbuds

continued from p.4

The Trail started at the TSCW campus, went across town to the
UNT campus and then back to TWU. The streets included at
least the following: North Locust, Sycamore (both East and West
from Bernard Street), West Oak, Fulton, Congress and Oakland.
By April of 1940, the Chamber of Commerce reported that
about 65% of the original 40 blocks planned for the Trail had been
planted. Plans were to begin planting again in November with a
goal of 1,000 trees planted “exclusive of those at the two colleges.” The planting was interrupted by the start of World War II,
but by 1945 it was reported that the Trail was about 75% complete. (See Note #3.)
NOTE #1: The writer’s mother played the piano for one of the first wed-

comes the second bridge in the County to be designated as a
Recorded Texas Historical Landmark (RTHL). The first was the
Old Alton Bridge over Hickory Creek.
The Elm Fork Bridge was part of what was then the State Highway 10 project that connected Denton south to Fort Worth and
north to Sherman. As part of a state effort to improve roads, it
was one of the first two-lane bridges in the county and was, at the
time of its construction, the largest bridge in Denton County. It
also importantly provided a more direct line for travelers between
Denton and Aubrey.
The bridge was kept in place when FM 428 was widened in the
1990s and is part of the Greenbelt Trail between Ray Roberts
Lake and Lewisville Lake. “People are still using it every day,
walking and biking,” said Davis. “When people use it, they have
an opportunity to learn a little bit more about the history of Denton
County.”

The Elm Fork Bridge on FM 428 was one of the first twolane bridges in Denton County
The Harrington, Cassady and Clark narrative was written by
UNT graduate student Chelsea Stallings. The cemeteries date to
the 1870s, with Harrington being at its original location and the
adjacent Cassady and Clark cemeteries were moved there in the
1950s when Lewisville Lake/Garza-Little Elm Reservoir was built.
The fall 2013 edition of Retrospect carried a story about the
cemeteries receiving their marker.
Quotes in this story are from an article in the Denton Record-Chronicle.

dings in the Chapel.
NOTE #2: Dr. Hubbard’s youngest child, George recalled his dad crowning the Redbud Queen each year.
NOTE #3: This report is especially important to the writer because the
Trail ran in front of her family home on Fulton Street in 1945, and the base
of one of the original redbud trees is still alive there.

We Love Denton County!
I love Denton County because it has preserved (and continues to
preserve) its rich history! I have lived many places but none that
is as dedicated and serious about maintaining and keeping the
past alive. Denton does it in a way that the historical landmarks
are either still in use or have been restored or revered to maintain
their former charm.—Cerise Blair
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Decoration Day: an Old Tradition Carries On
Placing flowers on graves is a practice
that dates back to Roman times, when
gravesites were laid out as gardens for the
departed spirit to roam in the afterlife.
Over the years it evolved into a more constrained practice of simply placing flowers
on graves to show remembrance for the
deceased.
Cemeteries in Denton County once
had an almost universal practice of observing “Decoration Day” in the spring, when
flowers were plentiful. The story of Decoration Day is closely tied to the War Between
the States or the American Civil War, if you
prefer.
Memorial Day was originally called
Decoration Day and observed on May 30
beginning in 1868 by declaration of General John A. Logan, commander in chief of
the Grand Army of the Republic veteran’s
organization. It was to be an annual day of
remembrance to honor veterans killed in
the war and intended as a nationwide observance. But earlier observances honoring the wartime dead had already been
observed, although the distinction of being
the first is still a contested matter between
Mississippi, Georgia, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
South Carolina and New York.
The practice of decorating the graves
of veterans soon spread to decorating the
graves of family and friends. Cemeteries
selected a specific day to “work” the burial
grounds by removing overgrowth and de-

bris, followed by the placing of flowers on
day, along with a short religious service
the graves. On these early Decoration
and singing of hymns.
Days, it became tradition to make a comDecoration Day has not yet become a
munity event of the day with entire families relic that exists only in memory. But for
participating. Family members from afar
those cemeteries and their associations
also came to help and Decoration Day be- who keep and honor the tradition, a tip of
came a sort of family reunion with the
the hat for keeping this bit of our history
women bringing food to be shared in a pot- alive.
luck “dinner on the grounds” that some—DJ Taylor
times incorporated
wagon sideboards that
were used as serving
tables.
Looking through
old newspapers from
the months of April and
May, you find many
notices of Decoration
Day being observed at
cemeteries all over
Denton County. Over
the years, many Decoration Days have gone
by the wayside. Some
cemeteries, Belew,
Cooper Creek, Prairie
Mound, Ritter and Little Elm come to mind,
still hold Decoration
Day although most
maintenance is contracted these days. A ABOVE: A recent Decoration Day gathering at
few even keep the
the Ritter Cemetery (ca. 1860) in Lewisville.
traditional potluck
dinner as part of the

Spotlight on Docents:

Alan Schiegg

How fortunate we are to have over fifty docents who give of
their time and talent to our Office of History & Culture. With
such diverse talents, many are able to participate in several
aspects of our docent program. One such person is Alan
Schiegg, Soon after Alan moved to Denton from San Antonio
with his wife Dawn, he became involved in our programs.
Alan enjoys reaching out to the community and just last
month manned our Office of History & Culture Booth at Rockbrook Elementary School in Lewisville ISD for their "Let's Celebrate" Fair for Black History Month. Alan also takes a regular
docent shift at the Historical Park, participates in tours at both
the Historical Park and the Courthouse-on-the-Square, gives
Traveling Museum presentations out in the schools and recently presented his "Goin' Up the Chisholm Trail" presentation
during our 2013 Lecture Series.
Thanks to people like Alan and other docents who are diversifying their activities, our docent program is continuing to
march forward and make good progress for our Office of History & Culture!
—Gretel L’Heureux, Office of History & Culture

Alan Schiegg, on the right, is shown at Lewisville’s Rockbrook Elementary during February’s Black History Month
celebration at the school.
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Denton County History: A New Exhibit Coming in 2014
The Office of History and Culture is in the production phase
of a new exhibit for the upcoming year that will take a comprehensive look at our county’s history through the lens of how the
county government functions. This exhibit will be installed
throughout the floors of the 1896 Courthouse-on-the-Square
and will be structured in a manner to facilitate walking tours but
will accommodate the casual viewer as well.
Meant to be a reinterpretation of past county history exhibits, the curatorial staff is working hard to insure that all of the
history you know and expect is represented in a new and exciting way. There will be heavy focus on illustrative graphics that
guide the learning experience and make cumbersome subject
matter more easily digestible to the average viewer. The exhibit
will be produced in stages installing one floor at a time starting
with the south corridor of the 1st floor and working upward.
We will cover such topics as pre-settlement, founding
Denton County, early years on the frontier, County Government, individual towns and communities, and prominent Denton
historical figures. Denton County History will be a semipermanent exhibit with an expected life of three to five years
serving as a contrast to our regularly rotating exhibits in the
gallery and elsewhere.
—Joe Duncan, Office of History & Culture

RIGHT: John B. Denton Illustration for the Denton
County History Exhibit in 2014

We Love Denton County!
What I love about Denton County is its history and how much
people in Denton care to know about it and choose to carry it
on. Of the 254 counties in Texas, Denton is one of 100 counties that still has its original courthouse on the town square, and
it is a magnificent one! Historically, the town square was a vital
part of a town. As so many people lived out in the country, the
town square was the place to come to visit, to shop, to take
care of business. In Denton, we still do that today. We gather
together on our town square for events and to hear music and
stories, to meet with friends, to have a bite to eat, and to explore the many local shops. We come to the square to get back
in touch with our history at the many museums. We come to the
square to celebrate Denton. Ya gotta love that!—Janet
Latham, Storyteller/Traveling Museum Docent
I like Denton County. It is so fun living here! I play hide and
seek with my friends at the court house. We always go have
yummy ice cream at Beth Maries. All my awesome friends live
in Denton County. My fabulous dance studio is in Denton
County, too. I love living in Denton County!—Zoe Young, 1st
Grade, W. S. Ryan Elementary.

My wife and I have been living in Denton since we've been married and have loved it. We appreciate Denton eclectic culture of
this town and how it supports the Arts by having numerous venues to show in and the various festivals that happen each year.
Whether it is the local coffee shop, clothing store, and barber, I
believe that this town is special in how it creates community in
the midst of diversity. We are thankful to have started a family
here and hope to influence this town in a loving way.
—Brandon Jones, Art Teacher, Borman Elementary
Moved here in 1990 from San Diego California; held 2- jobs Bus
driver and Detention Officer (love both) and raised 4 kiddos. If I
had stayed in southeast san Diego I know for a fact my children
would have never gotten as far as they have. (a product of environment). Denton was very friendly, everyone always waved
and smiled, even would stop and talk. Neighbors even stepped
out of their homes and would chat awhile.
My children would walk to the square. They could spend time
outside in the evening. I am so blessed that traveling away
from San Diego, we ended up in Denton. This is our home.
—Leticia Lopez

9

Thank You!
Your Denton County Museums extends a very special thank you to those that contributed to our end-ofthe year fund drive. These generous donations help us with all aspects of the museums including the relocation of the Taylor Family Log Cabin from Corinth to the Historical Park of Denton County and presenting
relevant and educational programs to our youth and adult visitors.
It is through these gifts that we may continue to preserve the history of our county for future generations.
Best wishes throughout the year,

Andy Eads, Chairman, Denton County Museums Committee
We received $3,400 from this year’s drive thanks to the following:
American Legion Center Patrons
Roni and John Beasley
Clair and Bill Bradford
Euline and Horace Brock
Alma Clark
Annabell Denton Cluff
Myra Crownover
DATCU Credit Union
DeBerry Funeral Directors
Imogene Evans
Marjorie Fisher
Kimberly Karl and Stan Haddock
Hoe and Hope Garden Club
Shirley Holley
Lucile Rayzor Hutchinson
Nanci and Ralph Kimmey
Barbara Looper, In honor of the
Denton County Judge and Commissioner’s
Natalie Newton Massengale
Linda and Jim McNatt
Jane Medley
Marcia Merritt
Judy and William Murphy
Charldean Newell
Rynell and Joe Novak
Patsy and Fred Patterson
Peggy Riddle
Lybeth Hodges and Jeff Robb
Daisy P. Rogers
Jean Ellen and Dale Rogers
Judy Smith
Jack Thomson
Dolores and Don Vann
Peggy Widmer
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Denton County Heritage Festival
Saturday, April 12, 2014
10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Commemorating the years 1861-1877
at
The Denton County Courthouse-on-the-Square
Meet historical figures from Denton County’s past
Hear an old-fashioned-hymn “singing” & bluegrass/folk music from the montague county volunteers
Hear the Denton Community Band, led by Carol Lynn Mizell, play band music from the era
See Civil War era re-enactors from both the Confederate and Union armies
Experience the Cowboy Culture
See displays by the Denton Community Market
See an old-time funeral march
Attend a Mini-Chautauqua and hear:
Mezzo-soprano Jennifer Lane, accompanied by harpist Ellen Ritscher Sackett, perform songs by
Stephen Foster
Mark Twain (portrayed by John P. Knouse) read an account of his brief time spent as a volunteer
in a Confederate militia
Flower Mound resident Yul Shelton read The Emancipation Proclamation
Bring the kids to storytelling and activities on the courthouse lawn
It all begins at 10 o’clock the morning of April 12 at the Courthouse-on-the-Square in Downtown Denton!

See you there—on the Square!
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We Love Denton County!
I love living in Denton because so many other people love it, as well. It’s a town that
people are proud of and have many shared remembrances of. I love that I can see
someone I knew from, say, 15 years ago, pick up a topic from years past, smile, and
then go our separate ways again. I love that I have bicycled through many of the nearby
towns in Denton and have had a flat tire in many of them. Bumped across some old
bridges, run down the railroad tracks at night, and spent a lot of time walking along the
Greenbelt and the streets near UNT and the Square. I appreciate the towns that have
salvaged their past for us to share. Each person that I meet that has lived in Denton
County for some time has their own unique story to tell. And because we love it, we try to
keep what we love, preserve it. So that it’s the people that make is special.
—Leslie Couture
Loving the county of today automatically acknowledges the love of the living history that
is Denton County. We are Denton and our stories combine to become the history of the
county. The land, the diverse courage of the people, with the good and bad decisions of
the past are part of us and 21st Century Denton. The unwritten mission and creed of
Denton County is to help and protect people through edification. Denton continues to
move closer to truth and justice; the best of Denton is still being created by all of us. I
love Denton County.—Charlotte Mooneyham
I was born and raised in Denton. I’ve always been proud to be from Denton. I moved
away and was lucky enough to live in a few really nice places (from my ex-husband being in the Army). Living in Columbus, Georgia and Kaiserslautern, Germany were fun
and interesting but nothing beats home. I’ve been lucky to live in several cities in Denton
County: Lewisville, Sanger, Ponder and Denton. The best thing was getting to work for
Denton County. I started in 1997 with the Texas AgriLife Extension Service then moved
to the Road & Bridge-East department in 2008. Denton County has some of the best
people in the world working for them. I take pride in working for Denton County and serving my neighbors and friends. Our county has it all from country living to big city amenities and wonderful, friendly people. We are growing but still have that small town feel. I
wouldn’t want to live anywhere else!—Rachel Kreidel

Links

continued from p.2

historic bridges in both original and new locations, and all cemeteries in the county. She
is beginning to add the Family Land Heritage Farms and Ranches and the city of Denton
Historic Landmarks. This type of map provides an immediate overview for use in responding to any concerns with the Project 106 reviews when cell towers, roads, etc. are
planned that could impact historic sites.
The recent article on Denton County bridges “Spanning Bridges” by Liz Carmack, published in the County February-January 2014 magazine, was placed under the Historic
Iron Bridge menu item on the DCHC website at www.dentoncounty.com/dchc. THC
features the Denton County Historic Iron Bridges Project on their blog at
www.thc.state.tx.us/blog/denton-county-historic-bridges and how it relates to the Texas
State Preservation Plan.
For the first time users of the DCHC website will find all of the 2012 and 2013 issues
of the DCHC Retrospect newsletter edited by DJ Taylor, Publications Chair. Look under
“Newsletter” on the DCHC website.
This ensuing year holds bright new promises and goals for new and additional ways
to use websites, internet and social media by the eleven DCHC Chairs. Of significance
is the continued leadership of these committee chairs: Archeology, Barry Carr; Bylaws,
Jesse Davis; Courthouse Liaison, Jim Heath; Cemetery, Cerise Blair and Lesley Coleman; Education, Steve Cure; Fire Truck, Lee Capps; Historical Research and Markers,
Beth Stribling; Museums, Commissioner Andy Eads; Oral History, Tara Carlisle; Publications and Communications; DJ Taylor; Special Events, Lynn Yeargain. Websites and
Social media –they seem to get it. We are linked with Denton County History!
—Beth Stribling

Heritage Festival
(continued from p.1)
stint as a volunteer soldier in a Confederate militia. Interspersed with Twain’s
reading will be several Stephen Foster
songs, sung by volunteer Jennifer Lane,
Associate Professor of Voice, UNT College of Music. Jennifer will be accompanied by volunteer harpist Ellen Richster
Sackett, who plays with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra. The Mini-Chautauqua
will close with a flourish, as Denton
County resident Yul Shelton (husband of
our own Roslyn Shelton) reads the Emancipation Proclamation.
For the Heritage Festival to succeed,
the presence and enthusiasm of all
DCHC members is needed. If you are
interested in serving on the Festival’s
planning committee, we would be delighted to have you. We meet every other
Friday, at 3:00 p.m., in the 1896 Room of
the Courthouse on the Square. If you are
willing simply to assist generally on that
day, your help will be gratefully received.
Please plan to be on the courthouse
lawn, in costume if possible, on Saturday,
April 12, for this exciting event, which we
hope will be a precursor of other Festivals
to come!
—Deborah Boone

We Love Denton County!
Living in Denton County is cool! I like to
go to Beth Marie’s to get their delicious ice
cream! I also like going to listen to the
joyful music of the Guyer High School
band. I like to splash in the slow, lazy
river at the amazing water park! Denton
County has so many amazing activities!
They are all lots of fun!—Katie Nestor,
1st Grade, W. S. Ryan Elementary

We Want to Hear From
You!
Let us know what you like or dislike
about Retrospect. What would you
like to see more of...or less of? Have
a story idea? Want to submit an article?
Contact us: DJ Taylor (940) 368-1816
or Roslyn Shelton (940) 3492860
Email: djtaylortx@centurylink.net
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Denton County Historical
Commission
Courthouse-on-the-Square
110 West Hickory Street
Denton TX 76201-4168

Phone:940.349.2860
Email: roslyn.shelton@dentoncounty.com
or: djtaylortx@centurylink.net

Retrospect current and past issues are now
available online at:
www.dentoncounty.com/dchc
Click on “newsletter” from left menu

Our Mission: Preserve, Protect
& Promote the history of Denton
County

Upcoming Events

Denton County
Historical Commission
Executive Committee

MEETINGS

Beth Stribling

2nd floor of the Courthouse -on-the-Square

Chairman

3:00 pm

Tara Carlisle
First Vice-Chairman
Annell Bradford
Second Vice-Chairman
Dr. Lisa Westkaemper
Recording Secretary
Deborah Boone
Corresponding Secretary
Don McClure
Financial Secretary
Connie Baker
Lee Capps
Jean Carter
At-Large Members

April 3
May 1
June 5

EVENTS
April 5, 3-11 p.m., Revin’ Up Roanoke, Oak St
Sat, April 12, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Denton County Heritage Festival
Courthouse-on-the-Square,
the Denton County Historical Park

April 25-27: Denton Arts & Jazz Festival, Quakertown Park
May 3: Cinco de Mayo, Quakertown Park
May 14, 12 noon: CHOS Speaker Series,
The Lost or Forgotten Communities of Denton County,
with DJ Taylor
May 30-31: Dog Days of Denton Festival, Quakertown Park
June 7: Justin Fun Daus, starting at 10 a.m.
June 13-14: Juneteenth Celebration, Fred Moore
Park, Denton

& the Community Market
Commemorating the years 1861-1877
April 19: Redbud Festival, Denton Civic Center

June 14: Denton Air Show, Denton Enterprise
Airport

