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Trivia:

Denton Women United to Form Interracial
Fellowship to Address Desegregation Concerns
Beginnings of the Interracial Fellowship
“What empowered us was the fact we became secure in our friendship and trusted each
other.“ (Katherine McGuire, early leader in the Interracial Fellowship)
In 1964, a group of women, black and white, began
meeting to discuss their concerns about the recent
integration of Denton’s public schools. They wanted
integration to work, and the first step was to get together as equals and become friends.
The history of Trinity Presbyterian church (Trinity)
includes this statement: “What these two groups of
women unquestionably had in common was their devotion to their families and their desire that desegregation
be a positive experience for their children and for the
community. All of them hoped that eventually segregated school systems would fade into dim memory and
be found hiding in history books.”
Denton School District Integration
The Denton School District made tentative steps
toward desegregation in the Fall of 1963 by opening
Denton High School (DHS) to black students who
wanted to transfer. Only six volunteered. A Trinity
Sunday School class led by Euline Brock began tutoring the six students who transferred, and worked with
them through that school year.
Fred Moore High School, formerly Fred Douglass,
was closed in 1964 and all students were required to
attend DHS.
Development of the Fellowship

In April 2013, members of the Interracial Fellowship renewed acquaintances at a celebration of their 1964 beginning.
at Trinity was meeting some with students from one of
the black churches; the Brocks knew Linnie McAdams
from work in the 1960 presidential campaign, and all
were members of the County Young Democrats.
There was distrust among some at the beginning,
but they were willing to get involved because the goal
was “…to have a fellowship where we’ll get acquainted
as people.”
The first meeting was in March 1964 at the home of
Jean Kooker. None of the ladies had been in such a
meeting before so it was tense at first. Then they began talking about their children and the ladies began to
talk. Ann Barnett reported “It seemed that when the
meeting was over, we had established an unusual trust
and a desire to continue this activity.”

Through their church, Euline Brock and Dorothy Adkins heard of a “day of reconciliation” to consider the
status of persons of color in their community, but they
felt that some kind of on-going group ought to be
formed – not just for one day. In just a few weeks, they
At the second meeting, two ladies, probably Ann
set up a meeting to be hosted by ladies from Trinity
Barnett and Betty Kimble, read a story written as a diaand Carol Riddlesperger from First Methodist.
logue of a woman and her maid. That opened up good
They had contacts with the black community in sev- discussion on racial issues and problems that black
eral ways: Euline Brock’s class was involved in tutoring people had in the Denton community.
the black students; Jean Kooker had worked with Betty
Kimble in their Girl Scout troops; the Junior High group
See “Interracial Fellowship” on p.4

Which Denton County post offices were in operation when Texas joined the
Confederacy (March1861)? Answer on page 11
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Chairman’s Corner with Beth Stribling

Historic Buildings on a Historic Square
Where in Denton County would you find
26 historic buildings all centered on a
stately courthouse built in 1896, and all
within one small area? The answer is—of
course—very simple. Denton Courthouse
Square. Best clue – there is only one
courthouse in Denton County so the answer has to be the Denton Courthouse
Square. But how many of you knew that 26
of the buildings around the square are historic, contributing buildings listed in the
National Register Nomination approved in
2000?
Only 13 years ago, the Denton County
Courthouse Square Historic District was
named to the National Register of Historic
Places by the United States Department of
Interior. The City of Denton committed to
this project and hired consultant Lila
Knight.
To let all you historians know, I need to
mention this is not the only historic district
in Denton County that is listed in the National Register of Historic Places: In northeast Denton County you will find the Pilot
Point Downtown Historic District, listed in
2007, and in southwest Denton County, the
Central Roanoke Historic District, listed in
2008. These are two interesting cities with
historical buildings; both have a number of
Texas Historical Commission markers
within their city limits. Add these two destinations to any history tour of Denton
County. You won’t be disappointed.

Getting back to Denton, our county seat,
exploring this historic district is more than
just shopping and eating. Take time to walk
around the square and look carefully at
these 26 historic structures. Best view can
be from the courthouse lawn. These 26
buildings’ primary façades (fronts) face out
to North Elm, West Oak, North Locust
Street or West Hickory Street, all streets
surrounding the courthouse. The district is
bounded by Pecan, North Austin, Walnut
and North Cedar Streets. This actual
boundary stops in the middle of these
streets.
Listed on the NR nomination form are 50
properties: 27 contributing buildings
(including the courthouse); 19 noncontributing buildings; 1 contributing site; 1 contributing structure; 1 contributing object and 1
noncontributing object. If you want to read
for yourself the actual nomination form, you
can find it in the Texas Historical Commission Atlas.
The 1896 Romanesque Revival Courthouse (NR designation 1977) is the most
significant building on the square. It was
designated as a Recorded Texas Historic
Landmark in 1970 and listed as a State
Antiquities Landmark in 1981, the only
structure with this designation in Denton
County. The Denton County Historical
Research and Marker Committee is on a
mission to encourage these 26 contributing building owners to place a NR plaque

on their building. Cost for these plaques is
from $200 to $350. Value is much more.
A plaque denotes that a building is worthy
of preservation and that it has been recognized for its architectural and historical
significance. Without these plaques, just a
few buildings give clues to their history:
Scripture Building, 1882; Wright Opera
House, 1899; Evers Hardware, 1913;
Denton County National Bank, 1913;
McClurkan Building, 1915; Schmitz Furniture Store, 1898. Most of these have identifying lettering on the exterior of the structure. Only 20 more buildings to identify.
Some helpful hints on a few more. Eleven
more buildings identified for you by their
current business names: Loophole ,1886;
Beth Marie’s and Mad World Records,
1885; Downtown Mini Mall, 1900; Thomas Ethan Allen, 1885; Serendipity on the
Square, 1890; The Chestnut Tree, 1885;
W. Douglas Antiques, 1895; First Peoples
Jewelers, 1890; Unique Barber Styles,
1921; The Ghost Note, c. 1890; Denton
Square Donuts, 1890. Hopefully you will
have lots of help eventually when all 26 of
these buildings are marked with a plaque.
It will take time for this project to be completed, but in a sense history is all about
time. Marker committee members working
on this project are Jane Flynn, Cerise
Blair, Gary Cook and Beth Stribling, chair.

Denton County Historical Commission

Annual Christmas Party
Friday, December 13, 2013
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the
Denton County Historical Commission
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Contributions glady accepted & Appreciated

Veronica Maldonado
Don McClure
Rynell Novak
Beth Stribling
Tresa Tatyrek
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Mud, Sand, Stumps & Ruts
Early Roads Were Not for the Faint of Heart
were constructed under the guidBack in the early 1840s,
ance of Zeph Wiggs. At one
many of the first settlers of what
point in the first years of the
would become Denton County
twentieth century, the newspaper
came in from the Indian Terrireported that Wiggs had found a
tory, crossing at Coffee’s Trading Post on the Red River.
good source of clay to use in
Their journey into the interior of
building county roads. At least it
Texas took them along the Prewas better than just the sand or
ston Road toward Dallas. For
dirt.
those that turned west to the
The arrival of the automobile in
Texas Land and Emigration
the early 1900s and rapid growth
office in today’s The Colony,
in their use in the 1920s greatly
Preston was the last road they
influenced road and highway
would see for awhile.
expansion. The economic boom
Ruts from earlier wagons
and lifestyles that followed in the
more or less marked the way
post-World War II years acceleracross the waxy black soil of the
ated road expansion even more.
prairie to the company office.
After E. E. Edwards, president
For those that pushed beyond
of the Fort Worth Automobile
the office, the path was mainly
Club got stuck on a Denton
of their own making.
County road in 1914, good roads
Shown above is a typical 1920s era road grader. It
The evolution of roads began was usually pulled by a tractor. Earlier versions were advocates became more vocal.
shortly after the arrival of these pulled by horses. Photo courtesy of Dirt Work Inc., Sanger TX
Fort Worth gained a substantial
first pioneers as paths were
advantage in 1915 when its leaddeveloped to get from farm to
Much of the expansion of roads in Texas ers held a barbecue with Denton County
farm and later to villages that began to
“Better Roads” advocates led by B. L.
was delayed by another type of road—the
spring up on the prairie.
Chadwick at a location between Roanoke
railroad. Most politicians and city leaders
Early Texas law called for counties to
saw the railroad as the answer to transpor- and Argyle. Today’s US Highway 377 apestablish “First class roads” between
proximates the road that came about after
tation needs and held a blind faith in it;
county seats. First class roads were set at ignoring any expansion or improvement for this meeting. Dallas’ road efforts to conforty feet wide, second class roads at thirty roads.
nect with Denton wouldn’t begin in earnest
feet and third class roads at twenty-two feet
until the late 1920s.
In 1883, the Texas legislature once
wide. These county seat to county seat
States eventually formed Highway Comroads are the origins of roads leading from again considered the need for roads that
missions and in 1917 Texas became the
would
bring
the
wagons
of
the
farmer
Denton (after it became the county seat) to
loaded with products to the towns and rail- final state to create one. The first decade
Dallas, Fort Worth, Decatur, McKinney,
of its existence became more known for its
heads that were popping up across the
Gainesville and Sherman.
graft and corruption during the “Pa & Ma”
state. They mandated that each county
These first roads were quite rough.
Ferguson administrations than any real
levy and set aside taxes at 15 cents for
When a tree was in the way, those of eight every on dollar of evaluation for roads and advances, although straightening of roads
inches or less in diameter were required to bridges. Counties could now better pay for and the advent of two-lane bridges were
be cut flush with the ground. Larger
certainly worthy of note.
road building and maintenance.
stumps were rounded off to facilitate easier
The evolution of road paths in Denton
By the 1890s the “Good Roads Movepassage for wagons.
County
is not an easy mystery to unravel.
ment” was sweeping the nation and local
Building and maintaining these first roads calls for better roads became a rallying cry The roads, once twisting and turning, are
was not an easy task. Volunteers handled in the rural areas, especially after the 1893 now broken into a dozen or more names as
the work and there is a limit to volunteering, “Rural Free Delivery” act was passed, althey were straightened or renamed by the
especially when a person has work or other lowing mail delivery to the countryside.
various municipalities they passed through.
business to attend to of their own. County The railroads, once on the opposite side of But with old maps an adventurous driver
commissioners were often forced to delay
the argument, joined in after realizing better can still approximate some of the old thorroad projects due to a lack of available
oughfares.
roads meant better access from farm to
volunteer workers. The Texas legislature
Calls for better roads continue to this
railhead. If the roads were easier to travel,
in 1877 sought to remedy this problem by
that might lead to more land being tilled to day. The recent ground-breaking for the
making all men between the ages of 18
produce more grain, and that would in turn expansion of Interstate 35E is just the latand 45 eligible to be “drafted” for road work bring more business to the railroads.
est of many attempts to accommodate the
up to 10 days per year. Like other governgrowing vehicular traffic in North Texas.
Early road building was rudimentary;
mental draft programs, this duty fell mostly
Anyone who has driven the area around
those
before
1900
being
only
dirt
or
sand.
to the renters and daily wage earners
Dallas-Fort Worth Airport and the freeways
rather than to businessmen or landowners. The only exception to dirt was some gravinto either of those big cities might wonder
eled
and
references
to
paving
referred
to
Even though most counties eventually out“macadam”—a method of binding a layer of if there is any road in the area that is not
lawed or ignored this policy, it remained a
under construction. But it still beats driving
small stones with a mixture of stone dust
state law until the 1960s.
—DJ Taylor
and water. Many of Denton County’s roads over rounded stumps.
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Office of History & Culture Embarks on “History Harvest”
The North Texas History Harvest project
(NTHH) was a collaboration between the
University of North Texas’s History Department (UNT) and Denton County’s Office of
History and Culture (OHC). The project
was held at the MLK Recreation Center on
November 2, 2013. The project, an Antiques Roadshow of sorts combined with
oral history interviews about the objects,
was first born out of the History Department
of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln several years ago. The sole purpose of the
project was to explore local histories
through everyday items, such as a family
Bible or heirloom jewelry with historical and
familial value. Success ultimately is in the
eye of the beholder, but it there must be
explicit goals from the beginning which the
final products are then compared against.
From the outset the goal of the first
NTHH was to collect histories from a predominantly African American community in
southeast Denton. The neighborhood,
which refers to itself as SEDNA (from their
community organization called Southeast
Denton Neighborhood Association), has a

Continued from p.1:

Interracial Fellowship
No officers were elected for the group at
first; they just decided at each meeting
when and where to meet next, exchanging
communities. By the third meeting, they
were beginning to get structured and later
they elected co-chairs – one black lady and
one white lady.
As they considered race relations and
difficulties that blacks had living in Denton,
they started thinking about what could be
done. Over time, they took on projects,
working to improve race relations in a
united effort.
Projects
They took on these major projects during
the next 10 years:
1. Circulated petitions to pave the
streets in Southeast Denton, which also led
to sewer and water improvements, and
followed through on getting many of the
streets paved.
2. Convinced landlords to clean up and
repair rental properties.
3. Pushed for a city committee on development in Southeast Denton.
4. Provided tutors for students and
transportation for black students to DHS.
5. Established a nursery for both black
and white children.
6. Conducted voter registration drives in
Southeast Denton.

history that is unique yet sadly typical to
Texas all at the same time. The predecessor to SEDNA was the middle-class selfsegregated community called Quakertown
that formed just north of the town square
not long after Emancipation. It’s vicinity to
the white women’s college (today Texas
Woman’s University) in the first decades of
the twentieth century soon became a problem for the larger, white community. By
1923 the homes, businesses and community centers in Quakertown had either been
torn down or physically relocated to the
east and southeast sides of Denton, literally on the other side of the tracks, under
the guise of the town desperately needing
a civic center park. Although the former
Quakertown community has since been
officially recognized in Denton, the effects
of the forced relocation have lingered in
SEDNA for the past ninety years. Many of
these lingering effects have been recovered in the past two decades, but because
the interpretation of history is forever in flux
it was felt there was still more to be learned
about SEDNA.

Of course, because of these lingering
effects, marketing to long-term SEDNA
residents would be the biggest challenge.
Four individuals came out and participated.
At first that number was a little disheartening. But between those four people over
fifty documents, images, and physical items
were digitally captured from the SEDNA
community that for the most part had never
been seen before. Currently the images
captured from NTHH are in the process of
being uploaded to the Portal to Texas History website and therefore final analysis
has not yet been completed, but some conclusions can be drawn about the participants (or the lack thereof).
The first conclusion is that if there were
fifty-four never before seen documents
from only four individuals, there is still a
wealth of historical items taking up space in
people’s attics and closets that would reveal so much about the SEDNA community. This reaffirms the belief that there is
still much to be learned about the community. See History Harvest on p.11

The white ladies were Dorothy Adkins;
Ann Barnett; Evelyn Black; Euline Brock;
Pat Cheek; Trudy Foster; Pat Gulley; Jean
Kooker; Katherine McGuire; and Carol Riddlesperger.
Printed copies of the oral histories are
available for viewing in the Denton County
Office of History and Culture in the Courthouse-on-the-Square.
Fellowship Dissolved
As the children of the women began to
Founding members listen to the speaker graduate from high school and integration
progressed, the Fellowship dissolved in
1974. According to Norvell Reed, “We just
They had events to involve their families, decided that we had accomplished all of
including picnics with the children and din- these things. We just said, ‘When we’re
ner meetings with the husbands. By the
needed again, we’ll get together again.’”
late 1960s, the Fellowship was evolving but
its emphasis was still on learning more
They did get together a few times over
about the community, things that would
the years, including a luncheon in April
help in improving race relations, or in im2013 at First Baptist, Denton, with 15 memproving the life of those in the black combers and their guests, including Dr.
munity.
Marcello. A Black History Month luncheon
is planned for February 18, 2014, at the
Oral Histories
American Legion Hall in Southeast Denton.
In the late 1980s, Dr. Ron Marcello’s
In spite of the conditions in which Denton
UNT graduate class in Oral History
blacks had been living, Linnie McAdams
adopted the Fellowship as a class topic,
commented at the April 2013 meeting,
eventually interviewing nine black women
“Lots of people came forward to help us
and ten white women.
change that and for that I will ever be
The black ladies included Catherine Bell; grateful…It gave me, and others, opportunity to meet people that we might never
Gloria Denmon; Bessie Harden; Betty
have met, and it’s just delightful that we’ve
Kimble; Linnie McAdams; Willie Frances
been friends all of these years.”
McAdams; Billie Mohair; Norvell Reed;
and Ms. C. (Mae Nell) Shephard Benford.
—Rynell Novak
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For Freedmen, the Path to Gaining Respect
Began With Efforts to Own Land
In 1953 two African American cemeteries, Cassady and Clark, were reinterred
adjacent to a third as part of the GarzaLittle Elm Dam expansion project that
enlarged the reservoir into what is Lewisville Lake today. All three cemeteries were
active beginning in the 1870s and lasting
into the first few decades of the 1900s,
and the stories associated with those related to the Harrington, Cassady and
Clark Cemeteries in Little Elm reveal tales
of shared dreams and combined efforts of
African Americans in the years following
the Civil War to achieve land ownership
and a better life for succeeding generations. Looking closer at some of the individuals who are a part of the stories, both
those buried in the cemeteries as well as
past landowners, reveal a little bit more
about the quality of life for African Americans in North Texas in the decades immediately following Emancipation.
In the late 1800s farming was one of
the major means of survival for many
across the state of Texas. Land ownership was the ultimate goal, but many –
especially poor former slaves – could only
afford to be sharecroppers, tilling land for
their bosses instead of themselves. African
Americans recently freed from the bonds of
slavery were commonly dictated to the lowest end of social stratifications, and owning
land was no small feat for someone who
had been a slave only a decade or so prior.
Jacob Cassady, who is interred today at
the Cassady Cemetery, was most likely a
slave per census records. In 1872 he purchased thirty acres of land in present-day
Lake Dallas for $575. Jacob was a farmer,
his wife Malinda kept house, and their children helped out with both. Jacob would
come to own nearly 100 acres of land including what would eventually be his family’s cemetery. Being able to own real estate like the Cassadys was a proud, symbolic announcement that they were independent and could survive on their own.
Few African Americans were landowners; fewer still were modern-day real estate
investors, buying and flipping land for profit.
E.L. Lugrand, who bought the Harrington
Cemetery and adjacent property from biracial blacksmith and farmer W. H. Herendon
in 1913, falls into the latter category. Although the Harrington Cemetery was not
originally owned by an African American, it
was a white owner named Mary Quisenberry, née Harrington, who authorized the
first burial on her property, which happened
to be a distant relative of Lugrand’s. During

his lifetime Lugrand bought and sold dozens of properties and his children continued on with his tradition.
For Zack Rawlings and George Clark,
co-owners of the property that the Clark
Cemetery originated on, the lasting impact
of their friendship and business partnership
cannot be underestimated. Both men, who
are listed as illiterate on the 1870 census
records, clearly understood the importance
of education as a contingency of their
newly-granted freedom. In 1876 they purchased eighty acres of land in what is now
Hickory Creek for $400. Rawlings and
Clark worked the land together, and in
1879 they deeded a half-acre of the land to
the county for both a public school and
cemetery. Rawlings’s relative was the first
buried in the cemetery, and George Clark,
for whom the cemetery is named, is interred there today as well. Their partnership represents the strong communal ties
that played a significant part of African
American livelihood in the decades following Emancipation. This is not only evident
in their relationship with one another, but
also with the other families who are buried
in the Clark Cemetery today who were their
lifelong friends and neighbors. These communal ties allowed friends and community
to work together to get ahead in life.
Much of history has accepted the no-

Photo: 2.bp.blogspot.com

tion that blacks were landless, penniless,
and ignorant after Emancipation and continued to be that way through generations.
But looking at individuals like Jacob Cassady, E.L. Lugrand, Zack Rawlings, and
George Clark contest this contemporary
notion and reveal that African Americans
were achieving positions of economic
equality after Emancipation, and rapidly at
that. It is precisely because of these astonishing achievements that the Jim Crow
laws were passed.
Finally and perhaps most importantly,
the Harrington, Clark, and Cassady Cemeteries are almost entirely comprised of African Americans, and those buried in these
cemeteries were once active members of
their bygone North Texas farming communities. The available records show that
those African Americans buried in the Harrington, Cassady and Clark cemeteries
worked as farmers alongside their white
counterparts instead of for them or underneath them. Altogether these little hints of
freedom and self-sufficiency are anomalies
for the time period and the region and are
what make the Harrington, Clark, and Cassady Cemeteries unique and worthy of
preservation and historical recognition.
—Chelsea Stallings
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Baby It’s Cold Outside. But 16 BELOW Zero?
Winter of 1898-1899 Left an Impression on Denton County
It is a given that winters in North Texas
are mild compared to the weather in regions further north. But on occasion,
Mother Nature can toss a cold snap, snow
or ice storm our way that is more befitting
Argyle, Minnesota than Argyle, Texas.

was reported that a loaded wagon and
team could drive across the river without so
much as cracking the ice. There were reports that all the fish in the streams were
killed since the water had frozen completely.

In February 1899 the frigid spell that
settled in made quite an impression on
Denton County residents—when the thermometer fell to a minus 16 degrees below
zero.

For a while, the fruit growing areas
around Pilot Point feared the 1899 crop
destroyed. But the damage proved to be
less than originally thought.

The winter season had kicked in early
in 1898—the earliest freeze on record occurring October 22, 1898. The cold didn’t
subside much over the following weeks and
the first month of 1899 had been colder
than usual. February began with falling
temperatures, joined by a freezing mist on
Ground Hog Day. The temperature stayed
below the freezing line over next few days
and by February 7; concerns were being
expressed about the cattle on the range.
When the temperature rose above 32 degrees on the 8th hope spread that the cold
would soon come to an end.

By February 17 the temperature, famously fickle in the region, had risen to 60,
only to be followed by another cold front a
week later that saw the temperature drop
50 degrees in as many minutes. This time
the cold didn’t linger or drop below zero.
By the 25th a rain described as “copious”
fell across the entire county, bringing relief
and insuring adequate moisture to save the
wheat crop.

North Texas was not alone in its misery, as the eastern two-thirds of the nation
felt the bite of the cold. The southern
states in particular felt the sting. The Port
of New Orleans was frozen over and
Tampa, Florida experienced freezing
weather and a blizzard fueled by Gulf moisture.
The cold winter was a harbinger to the
citizens of Denton County that the year
1899 would be a challenging one. A few
cases of smallpox about the same time the
cold weather arrived would hint of a bigger
problem that would sweep the county in the
summer months and into fall. The resilience the county showed in coping with the
“ice month” would be tested yet again as
the year wore on.
—DJ Taylor

But wire reports two days later told of
an impending change; temperatures of
minus 47 degrees in Nebraska and minus
61 degrees in Montana sent a warning. By
February 11 the reality of the “Blue
Norther” reached Denton County. The next
morning, the temperature registered the
unofficial all-time record of minus 16.
The cattle did, indeed, take the blunt of
the cold snap. Among many others, G. H.
Blewett lost twenty head of cattle and
Homer Smoot, twenty-five. The agricultural
crops suffered as well. For a time it was
feared that the wheat crop had been destroyed, dealing a serious blow to the
Denton County economy. The cold did kill
off the “volunteer” oats that were growing,
but one resident from the western portion
of the county considered that a good thing
for the wheat planted on last year’s oat
fields, saying, “There won’t be any oaty
wheat raised this year.”
The stock ponds and creeks all froze
solid, even the Elm Fork of the Trinity. It

Colorado? Canada? No, try Bolivar in northwest Denton County after a
12+ inch snowfall in February 2010. A reminder that Old Man Winter can
still make an impressive appearance in North Texas.

History is a guide to navigation in perilous times.
History is who we are and why we are the way we
are. ”
― David McCullough, author/historian
“

We Want to Hear From You!
Let us know what you like or dislike about Retrospect. What
would you like to see more of...or less of? Have a story idea?
Want to submit an article?
Contact us: DJ Taylor (940) 368-1816
OR email: djtaylortx@centurylink.net
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Dear Friends,
Over the years you have shown your support of our work to save, preserve and share Denton County History. Perhaps
you were inspired by a visit to our Courthouse-on-the-Square Museum or the Historical Park of Denton County. You
may have enjoyed one of our noontime speakers, a special event, like the Denton County Birthday Celebration or even
researched your own family’s history.
Today, I invite you to please consider an end of the year gift that will allow us to continue our mission.
Three Reasons to Give:
Delight in great stories: Our newest exhibition, Big Wheels Turnin’: The Evolution of Transportation in Denton
County tells of early day hardships of Peters Colonists arriving by ox drawn wagons to today’s high-speed travel
provided by Denton County Transportation Authority. The exhibit has drawn many visitors, some their first
time inside the Courthouse-on-the-Square Museum.
Solve Puzzles: “You helped me learn about my great aunt and uncle that I never knew,” a visitor from out-of-state told
us. We receive new collections every month related to Denton County families. We need your help to provide
research services for our visitors.
Take Pride in Your Donation: Our mission is to educate a diverse public about Denton County’s past and its
relationship to our lives today. Your gift supports the collections, the research center, and educational programs
that benefit over 90,000 people a year including 6,000 K-12 students from around the North Texas area.
Your support allows us to make access to our collections possible today and preserve them for future generations. We
are sure you will want to help us continue our success with an end-of-the-year gift that will assist us in delivering excellent educational programs to our residents and visitors.
Thank you and have a wonderful holiday season,
Andy Eads, Chairman
Denton County Museums Committee
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Make checks payable to: Denton County Museums and mail to 110 West Hickory, Denton, Texas 76201

I wish to contribute:
___$5,000 + John B. Denton
___$500 Pioneer
___$50 Individual

___$2,500 + Peters Colonist
___$250 Homesteader
___$25 Friend

___$1,000 Early Settler
___$100 Historian

Name (s): ________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________ Email_______________________________
___Contact me. I would like to be involved.
The Denton County Office of History and Culture is a tax-exempt governmental agency.
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The Research Corner

Researching the History of a Structure in Denton County
The Office of History and Culture can
assist people interested in researching the
history of a structure. The Office has access to material which can help you determine when a building was constructed and/
or remodeled, for whom it was built, the
identity of the architect or contractor, and
information about who has lived or worked
in the structure.
Researchers will generally need to know
three things to begin their research: the
address, the owner, and the legal description (addition name/lot and block number).
If you do not know this information, there is
a way to locate it. The first step would be
to access the Denton County Landmark
Map at http://gis.dentoncounty.com/
DentonGIS/MapViewer.html. Similar to
applications like Google Maps, the Landmark Map provides aerial and traditional
map views with zooming capabilities but it
also offers additional information such as
location of cemeteries and historical markers and the unique alpha-numeric property
identifier called a X-Ref ID (example:
R12345) which connects with the Central
Appraisal District.
The Denton Central Appraisal District
(http://www.dentoncad.com/) contains a
property search database. You can search
by Property ID, X-Ref ID, owner’s name,
business name or address. Useful information obtained at the appraisal district
includes the legal description, owner’s information, list of improvements and when
they were constructed and a history of
deeds.
Deed records are located at the Denton
County Clerk’s Office. Fortunately these
records are also available online at

http://216.60.44.147/TX/Denton/. To search
the deed records, you will need to know the
name of the Addition and the Lot and Block
number and the name of the current owner.
By starting with the current owner, you can
trace the property back going from the
grantee (buyer) to grantor (seller). Mechanics liens may also provide information
about the contractors and architects.
City Directories are another valuable
resource when researching a structure.
The OHC Research Room contains several
Denton City Directories starting in 1920
and continuing sporadically until 1991.
There is one directory for the city of Lewisville. Older city directories have three
types of listings: name (by name of person
or business), street (arranged alphabetically by street name and then by number),
and type of business. Unless you know that
a particular person or firm has occupied the
building for its entire existence, it is generally most helpful to begin by tracing the
address listings for a property. While
checking the street listings, write down the
name of the occupant for each year that
you check. With this information, you can
then check the alphabetical name entries,
which give information about a person’s
occupation or the type of business that was
conducted.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps show the
locations and street addresses of buildings,
construction materials used and outlines of
buildings. Sanborn Maps were not produced every year, but there are several for
the city of Denton and other cities in
Denton County. The OHC has a few original maps of Pilot Point and Lewisville. Others are available online at the University of
Texas Perry-Castaneda Library at

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/te
xas.html.
The City of Denton Tax Records is another valuable resource contained within
the OHC’s archives. These records were
produced by the city of Denton in 1948 and
consist of an 8 ½ x 14 card for each property with information on the property and
structures including approximate year built,
list of improvements, value and ownership.
Most of the cards include a thumbnail-size
photograph of the structure.
The Office of History and Culture have
many other resources contained within its
archives. Books, such as town histories
and oral histories, may provide some insight on structures and the people who
lived and worked within them. The vertical
files include copies of historic surveys,
marker narratives and general histories.
Newspapers articles may provide information about activities that occurred at a
specific address, neighborhood history,
biographical information about property
owners or residents and biographical information about architects or contractors. The
Office of History and Culture has access to
the Denton Record-Chronicle archives.
These files contain clippings and original
photographs from the newspaper and are
arranged by subject. Both the Dallas Morning News Historical Archives and the
Denton Record-Chronicle are available
online for a fee or through the local library.
Photographs can reveal information on a
structure’s history. They show changes
that were made over the years. The Office
of History and Culture maintains thousands
of photographs of Denton County. Visit the
Research Room or contact the Curator of
Collections to access the photographs in
the collection.
The online Portal to Texas History
(http://texashistory.unt.edu/) is another
valuable resource when researching history
of a structure. Maintained by the University
of North Texas, the online database contains photographs, documents, city directories and books pertaining to communities
across the state.
—Kim Cupit, Curator of Collections
Adapted from “Researching the History of a
Structure” by Peggy Riddle

Left: sample of building and
property records from the City
of Denton
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Archeology Day at the Historical Park a Big Success
The Archeology Committee of the
Denton County Historical Commission and
the Office of History and Culture cosponsored an Archeology Fair on October 19 at
the Denton Historical Park. The theme of
the fair was 19th century prairie living.
A new acquisition, the Taylor Family log
cabin in Corinth, was previewed to the public for the first time. One room of the
Bayless-Selby House was filled with artifacts from the cabin, which was last occupied by Robert Taylor in the early 1980s.
On display was a kitchen setup including
an expandable table, Depression era glassware, tin flatware, plates, cups and bowls.

Other items displayed were boots, men’s
and women’s clothing, including a Stetson
hat and its original box, and many old tools,
Two pictures dating from the early 1900’s
showed two generations of the Taylor family in front of the cabin. A large collection of
pictures showing the exterior and interior of
the cabin and nearby log barn with the contents still in place was also displayed as a
computer slide show throughout the day.
The high light of the event was the attendance of Mr. Foy Taylor, age 84, with his
family. Mr. Taylor shared information about
the pictures, the cabin and his family with
visitors for several hours.

Other activities included a teller of children’s stories which were so interesting
that parents stood around the edge of the
gathering to listen along with the children.
Junior archeologist could dig in boxes of
sand to find hidden treasure or could color
pictures or decorate shells with paint.
Since wood was the sole source of fuel
for cooking and heating in the 19th century,
the art of splitting post oak into firewood
using 100 year old tools was demonstrated
throughout the day.
—Barry Carr

“The past is
a source of
knowledge,
and the future is a
source of
hope. Love
of the past
implies faith
in the future.”
—Stephen
Ambrose
Above: John & Ida Taylor stand in front of their Corinth
cabin with their children in the early 1900s.

Above: Foy Taylor (L) of Corinth, who donated his family’s 19th century cabin and
many artifacts to the Historical Park, is
shown with DCHC Archaeology Committee
chair, Barry Carr.

Docent Spotlight: Janet Latham
Janet Latham is an active volunteer for the Denton County Office of History & Culture, a professional storyteller and a former teacher. A native Texan, she is proud
of its history. As a “Traveling Museum” presenter, she travels to schools, businesses, and clubs in Denton County with stories and trunk loads of artifacts to present the history of Denton County. Sometimes you may find her on the front porch
of the historic Bayless-Selby House entertaining and educating children and adults
about life “way back when” in Denton or in the Courthouse giving tours. Janet is
also a member of the Denton County Historical Commission.
Janet’s love of history and storytelling was inspired during her thirty years of teaching. With an opportunity to travel to many places around the world, she gained her
love of multicultural stories. She taught four years in the Middle East (Bahrain) and
two years in Nairobi, Kenya at the International School of Kenya. Her most recent
position was as librarian at WS Ryan Elementary School in Denton before she retired in 2011. As a storyteller, she does both historical and folklore stories about
Texas and the westward movement and often includes a little music as well. Her
favorite topics include Denton County, the piney woods of East Texas, the Alamo
and the Civil War. Look for Janet in the Lecture Series coming up in 2014!
—Gretel L’Heureux

LEFT: Docent, storyteller and DCHC member Janet Latham enchants the
younger ones with her tales at the “Archaeology Day” in the Denton County
Historical Park on October 19.
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Road Trip

Argyle: Growing & Changing, But Memories Guide the Way Back
Author Thomas Wolfe once wrote,
“You can’t go home again.” Maybe so;
maybe not, Tom. I decided that I could at
least try to recapture some of the feel of
being back in that place where my earliest
memories began an continued for my first
nine years.
There wasn’t much to Argyle when I
was a kid in the 1950s, just a general store,
a post office, a couple of service stations, a
beauty shop, a washateria, a few houses
and the four-room schoolhouse for grades
one through eight.
On a recent fall day, a return visit was
made to the old home town that has
changed much in the last 50 years. Visiting
historic spots and others that hold a special
attachment was the agenda. Leaving
Denton, we departed from US Highway 377
and took the highway’s former route, now
FM 1830. When Country Club Road split
to the right from FM 1830, we took that
path to remain on the old highway’s route.
The first stop was the Graham-Argyle
Cemetery on Country Club Road. Before
the railroad arrived in 1881, the Graham
community centered around a church near
the cemetery. According to the THC
marker, the first burial took place in 1865.
With renewed efforts the past 40 years, the
cemetery is well-maintained by community
volunteers.
The next stop was the Argyle United
Methodist Church, now located within the
city limits of Denton on US Highway 377.
Their historic marker tells how the original
church was constructed in the early 1900s
by Rev. J. R. Atchley and a Mr. Rhodes at
the church’s original location, 308 Denton
Street, now the home of the Argyle City
Hall. That location was originally known as
“Methodist Hill” where I first experienced
my religious training in the 1950s. The
pastor’s wife, Ina Ruth Dubberly, formed a

singing group of single-digit-age youngsters called “The Sparrows.” I recall Mrs.
Dubberly’s steadfast conviction that eightyear-old boys should not try to sing in deep
baritone voices in an effort to sound like
Tennessee Ernie Ford.
At 308 Denton Street, the Argyle City
Hall (former Argyle United Methodist
Church) a THC marker commemorates the
founding of the town in 1881 when the
Texas & Pacific Railroad built through the
area and the old place names of Graham
and Waintown gave way to Argyle and the
Pilot Knob post office became Argyle as
well.
The intersection of Denton Street and
US Highway 377 was once the business
center of Argyle. On the south side of
Denton Street is the Meadows Building
which originally housed the Meadows Grocery, the Argyle Post Office, a beauty shop,
radio repair shop and a creamery. Today
the building is host to a number of small
businesses, including antique/gift shops, a
masseuse and a beauty shop in the same
northeast corner as the beauty shop from
the 1950s. The building is still owned by
Meadows’ kin—Bascomb W. Meadows’
great-granddaughter, Kay Teer.
Across Denton Street is the former
Argyle State Bank building where cashier
H. O. Wheeler burned the bank’s records in
October, 1927. The bank was subsequently closed and Wheeler convicted of
destroying banking records. The bank
never reopened. The building was a café
in my youth but remained shuttered for
over 40 years. After remodeling and repairs were done a few years ago the building enjoyed a new life for a few years before closing again, about a year ago.
Argyle has a number of places to grab
a bite to eat; The Snooty Pig, Giovanni’s
Pizza, Subway and Fuzzy’s Taco among

them.
A few miles west of Argyle, north of
FM 407, is the Prairie Mound Cemetery
where the first marked grave is from 1878.
After reading the Texas Historical Commission Marker and visiting with a few of my
departed ancestors, it is almost time to call
it a day.
Before heading home, the drive down
Old Justin Road called for a stop at Johns’
Well where camp meetings were held from
the 1880s until about 1915. Although I
recall drinking from this well, it is a man
who lived in a one-room cabin just south of
the well that I remember more. William
“Shorty” Halbert lived in a one-room cabin
and cooked on a wood stove; his front yard
garden of flowers and vegetables a magical
place for a child. The slight, elderly man
with his calabash pipe and pearls of wisdom seemed magical, himself.
The day is coming to an end and visiting the old home town area has been both
rewarding and interesting. Turning north
on C. Taylor Road, I can’t resist pulling
over at Prairieview Circle. My grandparents’ old farm has changed over the past
forty years, with large homes rising from
the forested area and the Interstate bisecting the fields to the west. Looking west
across the old fields, the ranchland beyond
is now dominated by the Robson Ranch
community. But if I concentrate hard
enough, snippets of laughter and voices
from the past float in on the wind and just
maybe, in the twilight of day’s end, I see
faint shadows of children running to a
house that was once on this hill.
Thomas Wolfe, it is true that you may
not be able to go “home” again to a place
exactly as you remembered it; Argyle has
surely changed. But the memories of
home and earlier times will sustain and
comfort you.
—DJ Taylor

RIGHT: The Meadows Building, once a grocery store, post office, creamery & Beauty shop is host to a number of small businesses, today. ABOVE: The old Argyle State Bank building ;
the bank closed amidst a scandal in 1927.
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As the sun sets on another year, the Denton County Historical Commission and the Denton
County Office of History & Culture wish each of you health & happiness in 2014!

Continued from p.4

History Harvest
For example, longtime resident Alma Clark
is in possession of a signature book from a
former Frederick Douglass School teacher
and Quakertown resident Maggie Hampton
from her college tenure at Prairie View College (today Prairie View A&M University) in
1906-7, a historically black Texas college.
It’s in mint condition and it’s a treasure.
The second is that even though there
were helpers at every stage of the process,
one official coordinator was probably not
enough.
The third is that if there is anything that
could have been done differently, it would
have been to have interacted with the community more. The only participants who
showed up sat down with us and talked the
longest. They were the ones who initially
said they applauded the efforts but didn’t
have anything to contribute, yet in the end
showed up with over fifty documents cumulatively. A picture of Maggie Hampton is on
display at Denton County’s African American Museum, and the time spent with Mrs.

Clark revealed Maggie’s college signature
book. The biggest lesson learned from
NTHH, which could probably be said for the
majority of grassroots historical research, is
that these people really thought they didn’t
have anything to contribute, that their histories were unimportant.
Fortunately, this venture into a History
Harvest project doesn’t seem like it’s going
to be a one-time experience. One of the
helpers at NTHH was a woman on the historical commission of a Denton County
town who wanted to do a Harvest for her
community. OHC’s Director Peggy Riddle
has expressed interest in doing a Harvest
in another city within the county in the upcoming year, and even doing a repeat
SEDNA Harvest at the community’s
Juneteenth celebration in summer 2014.
So with all that said, was the first round
of the North Texas History Harvest successful? That’s still open for interpretation.
It depends on which way you choose to
look at it.
—Chelsea Stallings

Upcoming Events
Meetings
2nd floor of the Courthouse -on-the-Square
3:00 pm
January 9 Revised date
February 6
March 6
2014 Speaker Series
January 22
Kathy Strauss
“Orphan Trains”
February
To be announced at a later date
March 13
Janet Latham
“Post Civil War Reconstruction: the Lee-Peacock
Feud”

Trivia Answer: The post offices were: Denton, Lewisville, Little Elm, Pilot Point, Speer’s Mill
(southwest of Ponder), Stewart’s Creek (part of today’s The Colony), Valetta Ranch (north end of
Alliance Airport), Clear Creek (near Gribble Springs; soon discontinued by the Confederates) and
Lebanon (moved across the Collin County line in May, 1861). Carter, at the north end of today’s
Ray Roberts Lake, was discontinued a month before Texas joined the Confederacy.
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