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TRIVIA:
What Denton
County town had
two areas separated by a highway, that were
known as “Sweet
Milk Hill” and
“Buttermilk Flats”?
Answer on Page 9

Hey, here’s a
good idea: Let’s
tear down
Denton County’s
Courthouse-onthe-Square in the
middle of downtown Denton and
build a parking
lot!
Appalling?
The worst suggestion of all
time?
These days,
when most citizens of the
County express
their love for the
old 1896 structure that anchors
the historic
square in downtown Denton,
such a proposal
would be met
with scorn and
hints that one’s
sanity might not
be quite up to
standards. But
less than 60
years ago many
Today’s treasure could have been a parking lot if a proposal had succeeded
considered the
Courthouse a
past was something to be
center plan, coupled with modhindrance to the local business
“remembered” rather than preernization
of
the
stores
fronting
community and urged its demise
served. A town with old or oldon
the
square
and
the
adjacent
to make way for progress and
looking buildings was sure to be
blocks could easily double
modernization.
passed by and forgotten; an eyeDenton’s retail business and inIt was June 29, 1956, when the crease the value of all property in sore and a relic of days past.
Denton Record-Chronicle editori- the area.”
The newspaper further exalized for the demolition of the
The mid-1950s ushered in the plained its support to do away
Courthouse to make way for a
space age and the modernization with the Courthouse: “Many proparking lot. “Moving the courtgressive towns throughout the
craze that came with it had a
house to another location and
nation have torn down and relonumber
of
local
adherents.
Many
converting the square into a well
cated their courthouses to make
planned parking area would pro- of the old buildings surrounding
better use of city-owned property.
the
square
rushed
to
cover
their
vide an ideal shopping center for
brick
facades
with
metal
or
conAlthough opposition inevitably
downtown Denton,” went the edicrete to conceal their age. The
torial, adding, “This shopping
(See “Courthouse” on p. 4)
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Chairman’s Corner with Beth Stribling

Can History Be Forever?
It is always nice to be one of the
county historical commissions recognized each year by the Texas Historical Commission for our services. A
large number of members of the
DCHC turned out for THC’s Distinguished Service Award presented at
the County Commissioners Court on
July 23. I am not sure how many
years we have received this recognition – it seems like almost every year
since 2002. We are obviously not
complacent over our achievements
that the state recognizes. It is not an
automatic award. To keep earning this
recognition year after year is a lot of
work and effort on the part of all of the
historical commission. Our message to
ourselves is to keep up the work! Preservation is never “done.”
As we are getting closer to the end
of 2013 and begin thinking of all of our
goals and what we have accomplished
– which have been many, we also
have come to realization that not everyone in Denton County sees the importance of preserving our history and
historic structures as we do.
In the last year, we had to cancel
our plans for a marker application at
the Robert E. Lee Sidewalk. After
working with First United Methodist
Church for over a year we finally were
informed they had plans to build a
parking lot that would eventually de-

stroy some of the remaining 1920s
concrete squares. Etched into the
squares were the sponsors’ names businesses, school board, school administrators and staff, merchants’
names, community leaders, etc. The
sidewalk – the last remnant of the
Robert E. Lee School will not be
saved.
Since June 2012, communication
has been ongoing with the City of
Denton to place a Recorded Texas
Historic Landmark designation on the
1927 City of Denton City Hall on Elm
Street. Most recently an opportunity to
receive the City of Denton’s Historic
Landmark Commission letter of support for the marker fell short when the
agenda item was removed during a
recent July Landmark Commission
meeting. At the time city staff said
they had received interest from a
buyer for the building.
TWU has announced their plans to
demolish the University House, home
since 1954 of the presidents of the
university. Information about the proposed demolition of the house was
brought to the attention of the Denton
Record- Chronicle and most importantly the Texas Historical Commission
by the Office of History and Culture.
Because the building is publically
owned and is at least 50 years old, it
falls under the Antiquities Code of

Texas. In protest to this house being
razed, letters of support for saving the
house have been sent to the chancellor, vice-presidents, staff, Former Student Association president, a state
representative and a state senator.
Over 20 letters. A guest column was
published in the Denton Record
Chronicle to give the public information
from the THC project review. THC
identified the property as eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places and met the Antiquities
Code criteria in several categories as
being significant. Most importantly
they recommended the house be
saved. We agree the house should be
saved.
Space is limited – but a brief mention of the Belew Cemetery and the
cemetery association’s stand to protect this designated Historic Texas
Cemetery is an important example of
how everyone in the county can protect their historic structures. A potential cell tower is to be placed within 25
feet of the boundary of the oldest part
of the cemetery. Looks like their efforts along with assistance from
DCHC will hopefully provide some
protection to the cemetery even if the
tower is built at the site.
Saving our built history is important to Denton County!

Left: Denton County Historical Commission was recognized by Commissioners Court, July 23, for receiving
the Texas Historical Commission’s Distinguished Service Award. Front Row, L-R: Peggy Riddle, Director,
OH&C, Millard Heath, Denton County Judge Mary Horn,
Janet Latham, Jean Carter & Linda Carr.
Back Row, L-R: Lynn Yeargin, Pct. 4 Commissioner Andy
Eads, Rynell Novak, Beth Stribling, Jim Heath, Connie Baker,
DJ Taylor & Barry Carr.

Retrospect is published quarterly by the
Denton County Historical Commission
Publications Committee:
DJ Taylor, Chairman & Editor, Veronica Maldonado, Don McClure, Rynell
Novak, Beth Stribling, Tresa Tatyrek and a host of contributors

Permission for reprint is authorized provided Retrospect and
the author are credited
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JFK Assassination: 50 Years Later, Memories Remain Clear
December 7, 1941; November 22,
1963; September 11, 2001—dates forever etched in the minds of those old
enough to grasp the gravity of the events
as they happened. Now, 50 years after
the shots were fired in Dallas, many
pause and recall the tragedy of a Presidential assassination.
The first reports were sobering; possible shots fired at the President of the
United States. We sat in stunned silence, huddled around radios and television sets or followed the news over
school intercoms; each update presenting the situation as worse than the report
before. “President Kennedy and Governor Connally were wounded as their motorcade drove through Dallas…” and
finally “President Kennedy is dead.”
Wherever we were that day; in a
high school classroom in Denton, in a
home in Longview or Houston, a twogrades to a classroom at an elementary
school in Sunset or watching the motorcade pass from a Dallas sidewalk, we felt
a sense of loss, of something being stoAbove: President and Mrs. Kennedy
len from us. Our president had been
arrive at Dallas’ Love Field, just before
murdered; the unthinkable had become
reality.
the start of the fatal motorcade.
In his office at the Acme Brick Company on Denton’s south side, a young
and such a proud American that it was imsalesman listened to the radio reports and portant to him to honor the President in that
worried with the rest of us. But his connec- way.”
tion to the assassination would soon take a
Beth and Gil Stribling lived in Longview
dramatic turn.
at the time, but Gil was in downtown Dallas
The radio late that afternoon named
for a meeting at the Burroughs Corporation
the man arrested for the assassination:
office. “We knew the Kennedy motorcade
“Lee Harvey Oswald.”
would be coming down Harwood Street
The salesman’s eyes met those of a
shortly after noon. I was some 25 feet
secretary. “That’s my kid brother,” said
away from the Kennedy limo when it
Robert Oswald, as the secretary burst into passed. I was surprised that he looked as
tears.
large as he did. I hardly noticed Jackie or
None of us felt the pain quite as dithe Connallys. Minutes later as several of
rectly as Robert Oswald, but it affected
us were getting to a little café to have
each of us in some way.
lunch, the radio announced shots being
Argyle rural mail carrier Jim Heath was fired and there was a lot of speculation and
confusion. The rest of that day our Dallas
driving north on Highway 377 when his
office was glued to the TV and radio.”
radio reported shots had been fired at the
presidential motorcade. By the time he
News of the assassination spread to
stepped into the living room of a home on
the classrooms of America. In the small
Brush Creek Road to deliver a certified
Montague County town of Sunset, where
letter, the television was broadcasting news the sixth grade students shared a classof Kennedy’s death. “It was a dismal feel- room with the fifth grade, sixth-grader Debing. You didn’t know if the country was
orah Boone recalls the afternoon sun lightbeing taken over or what was happening,” ing up the shiny varnished wood of an oak
he recalled.
bookshelf by her desk. “I must have looked
In Houston, where Rynell and Joe No- up and fallen into some kind of daydream,
vak lived with their five children, afternoon because I was staring, in some kind of
trance, at the sun on that shiny wood, not
plans were soon curtailed on hearing the
news. Rynell had a dental appointment that consciously thinking of anything in particular, when I heard my teacher, Mrs.
afternoon but the dentist’s office called to
Duckworth, give a little cry and say aloud,
cancel her appointment as she was about
to leave. “He was overcome with the news, ‘Oh, no!’”

Deborah looked over and noticed her
teacher talking to the third and fourth
grade teacher, Mrs. Hall, who was weeping and wringing a cloth handkerchief.
“I’m sure Mrs. Duckworth told us then
that President Kennedy had been shot in
Dallas, but I don’t remember the actual
words. I just remember the sunlight on
that varnished wood and Mrs. Duckworth’s
cry…Mrs. Hall’s hands wringing that handkerchief.”
Beth Stribling was at home in Longview that fateful day, having just returned
from a meeting at the elementary school
of her first-grader, when the news flashed
on her TV screen. “My small children and
I shared the sorrow that day. It probably
meant little to them; they were too young
to grasp the significance. How could any
of us grasp the horror of that day?”
A junior at Denton High School, Connie Baker remembered the news hitting
the student body hard. “We were all in
shock, not believing something like this
could happen.”
In Lewisville, Dr. Lillian Linebarger,
then a ninth grade science teacher, recalled a feeling of loss, “much like when I
heard FDR had died in 1945.” Confusion
and concern that the assassination might
be part of a larger plot against the nation
led the Lewisville school board to close
school early that day, said Dr. Linebarger.
In the aftermath of the horrific event,
America at large came to a standstill, postponing or cancelling football games (except
for the NFL), Monday a national day of
mourning that meant almost every plan
across the country was placed on “hold”
over the next three days. The solemnity of
the assassination soaked into the national
consciousness. We watched the national
mourning play out on our black and white
televisions; the grayness of the telecasts
appropriate to the occasion, as long lines
outside the Capitol Building, waited to pass
the coffin of the President in the rotunda.
Jean Tyler, then a high school student in
Darien, Connecticut, recalls the First Lady’s
pilgrimage to the rotunda: “I watched
Jackie Kennedy go to the casket…with her
children and kiss the casket,” a heartfelt
image seen around the world.
As unbelievable as the murder of
President Kennedy had been, no one was
prepared for the live television coverage of
the shooting of the accused assassin—Lee
Harvey Oswald. In the world of 1963, such
a thing occurring before our eyes as it
played out was phenomenal and surreal.
(See “JFK” on page 7)
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Courthouse Square Could Have Been a Parking Lot (continued from page 1)
The cost of a
new building was
not an issue the
County Commissioners wanted
to raise with taxpayers in the
drought-stricken
and cash-poor
1950s of Denton
County.
The county did
eventually build a
new Courthouse—the Joseph A. Carroll
Courts Building.
This could have been the Courthouse Square if the 1956 movement As the county
had succeeded
population increased there
arises, the towns that have followed this
was no way all county offices could fit into
modernization plan have discovered that
the 1896 structure in the center of downeven the die-hards admit its success in
town Denton.
time.”
Further growth has led to the Denton
There didn’t appear to be much oppo- County Courthouse on East McKinney
sition to the proposal. In the weeks that
Street, the new Denton County Administrafollowed a single letter to the editor barely
tive Complex off Loop 288 and many satelreferenced it, saying Denton’s square was lite facilities scattered throughout the
stuck in the “horse and buggy days.
county. But cooler heads recognized the
But there wasn’t a real groundswell of importance and beauty of our Courthousesupport, either. The paper’s second edito- on-the-Square and its return to its original
rial, on July 29, focused on the city of San
glory is well-recognized as a positive thing.
Jose, California’s conversion of its downTexas’ historic courthouses built from
town into a mall as an example to be fol1860 to 1940 suffered a serious blow in the
lowed. That time, however, there was no
final days of the recent regular legislative
mention of tearing down the Courthouse.
session when funding for the Historic

Courthouse Preservation Program was cut
from $20 million to $4.2 million. The
Denton County Courthouse-on-the-Square
is privileged to have benefitted from the
program when a grant partially helped fund
its renovation in 2004.
Many of the county’s architectural
treasures have fallen to the wrecking ball
over the past years; only their memory and
a few old photographs to remind us of their
magnificence. Just across from the Courthouse Square, the old Denton County National Bank Building celebrates 100 years
as a landmark this year. That same year,
the Exchange National Bank across Hickory Street from that building was completed
a few months earlier (later home of the
First State Bank for many years). Some
would argue that its beauty even surpassed
that of the Denton County National. But
that onetime treasure fell to the wrecking
ball 50 years ago.
Losing these architectural gems deprives future generations of important elements of their heritage. Sometimes the
best course of action is to not follow an
impetuous idea. Those of us who appreciate the treasure referred by many as
“Denton County’s Living Room” are thankful that clearer heads prevailed and the
“Preserve, Protect and Promote” slogan
had some early supporters to insure that
our generation—and future ones—enjoy a
true treasure.
—DJ Taylor
djtaylortx@centurylink.net

Both built in 1913 and hailed as landmarks, the iconic Denton landmark, Denton County National Bank Building (L) remains
at the NE corner of Locust & Hickory Streets, while the Exchange National Bank/First State Bank Building (R) on the SE corner was torn down 50 years ago. The date on the building at right refers to the bank’s founding, not the date it was built.
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Tulsa Woman Traces Her Family History at African-American Museum
This article originally appeared in the
July 19, 2013 edition of the Denton Record Chronicle. It is reprinted with the
paper’s permission
—by Bj Lewis / Staff Writer Denton
Record-Chronicle
With just a little time on Google, a lot
of history opened up for a Tulsa family with
a connection to Quakertown’s Dr. Edwin
Moten.

birth or property,”
Davis said. “I’ve always been interested
in Susie and Emmanuel Whitlock, I
don’t know who their
parents were —
where they came
from.

“The family folklore is
that they really weren’t African-American,
Joy Miller Davis was tending to some
that they were Native
genealogy research online when results
American. Now we’re
brought up photographs she had in her
moving into another
possession that were also in the hands of
era where it is OK to
the Denton County Office of History and
say there is someCulture. With more digging, Davis, a dething else in our hisscendent of Moten’s wife, Susie Whitlock,
learned of the county’s museums and items tory. Let’s find it or
from Moten and decided to visit and take a let’s just find who we
are.”
look for herself.

Joy Miller Davis looks over photos and documents of
her ancestor, Susie Whitlock Moten and her husband,
Dr. Edwin Moten, at the African-American Museum.

Davis said she searched for Susie
Whitlock on a whim and discovered the
photo that led her search for information
She is the great-niece of Whitlock. She from Virginia to Texas.
and her husband, the Rev. Gerald L. Davis,
“I did not know the Texas connection; I
and her children, Olivia Whitlock Davis and
had not been told that. Then, when I menBrooks Whitlock Davis, spent hours at the
Denton County African American Museum tioned that to my mother, she said, ‘Oh,
yeah,’ and things started coming to her,”
and the Bayless-Selby House Museum.
Davis said.
They took in the African-American
Peggy Riddle, executive director of the
museum’s wall exhibit on Moten and
Denton County Office of History and Culviewed historical items of his that are on
display, including family photos and letters ture, said that she hopes Davis’ story of
discovering her family connection will motibetween Moten and his wife before their
vate other families — especially here in the
courtship and after they wed in 1907.
county — to document and share their his“My generation is probably one of the
tory.“You never know the connections
first few generations where we were begin- where all those little threads are going to
ning to have history. For most of their par- come together,” she said.
ents, there were no photos or records of
“I’m so pleased this is here, that this
history is living,” Davis said.

Riddle said she is also hoping to learn
more about Moten and his family from Bastrop, where some of his family members
live, as well as his time spent in Indianapolis, which Davis said was where Moten had
a thriving practice with other AfricanAmerican doctors.
“See, we cut them off. I am like, ‘let’s
see what they are doing in Indianapolis,’”
Riddle said.
Davis offered to donate any historical
photos, paperwork and other items she
finds along the way to the county.
“There is more history, I’m sure,” she
said while looking over folders of photos. “I
appreciate Denton County’s efforts and
herculean efforts to really tell the story. And
they have done a good job and they know
the story is evolving and the willingness
and openness to let the story be told is very
comforting, very humbling.”
Davis eagerly shared the historical
finds with her husband and children. Her
son said it was “very cool” when she recounted the line of ancestors he had and
the one who set up their trust fund.
“It’s important to the kids to know they
have a history. It doesn’t [always] start with
slavery — some people weren’t even
slaves,” she said. “There’s always a different road families have traveled, and we’re
all going to the same place, but we have all
traveled down different roads.”
Bj LEWIS can be reached at 940-5666875,; email: blewis@denton rc.com and
via Twitter at @BjlewisDRC.

The husband and children of Joy Miller Davis join her in examining the
documents regarding Quakertown resident, Dr. Edwin Moten.

Photos courtesy of the Denton County
Office of History & Culture
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A Nickel at McCoy’s Went a Long Way
the time. We found out that – wrongly as it
turns out – that Mercury didn’t rotate, but
kept one face towards the sun. You could
There was a time when you really
fry an egg in sunlight on Mercury, but you
could get something for a nickel. My aunt
Branche Williams used to teach horseback had to stay in the shade, and the skillet
would melt, anyway. We also found out
riding in Denton, first at Texas Woman’s
University, and then later at her ranch north what would happen if a meteor hit New
York City, and how people would live in
of town (now the Chain-7 Ranch). She
charged a dollar fifty per day for riding les- space and on other planets.
sons, and part of the deal was everyone
The Golden Age of television also
could get a nickel’s worth of something at
meant a new lease on life for an old comMcCoy’s Grocery & Market at the corner of edy team called the Three Stooges (Moe,
Sherman Drive and Palmer Street. The
Curly, Shemp, and Larry, et al). Columbia
building is still there.) That doesn’t sound
Pictures raked in money from syndicating
like such a good deal today, but in the
the old two reelers, and the Stooges to look
world of the 1950’s, it was an adventure.
for cartoons and new movies. And of
You could get bubble gum cards, and course there were bubble gum cards for
you could get them for a penny a package. them, too. I ‘ll give the Stooges credit,
when appearing on the Ed Sullivan Show,
There were wildwest cards, with ten to a
they were careful to point out that their anset of your favorite villain or hero – Jesse
tics didn’t hurt anyone. They didn’t want
James, Kit Carson, Calamity Jane, Wyatt
any kids getting hurt on their account.
Earp etc.
Of course, the treat wasn’t always
This was also the golden age of television so there were TV western cards: Gun cards. Another treasure out of the Hollywood vaults was the Popeye cartoons of
Smoke, Maverick, and Have Gun Will
Travel are probably the best remembered yesteryear. Along with that came delicious
Popeye bubble gum – great flavored and
of this era, but others included Yancey
purple. Inside the wrapper were do it yourDerringer, Boots and Saddles, and Unself tattoos of all the cartoon characters in
ion Pacific.
Popeye’s world. All you needed was a little
The Russians surprised us all by getstick (slurp with your tongue that is), slap
ting their Sputnik Satellite up, while our first
the paper on, and in ten seconds, you had
effort in this field failed. The “space race”
a tattoo. just like the grown-ups – except
was on, and there were bubble gum cards
these would wash off.
to match. These were scientifically sound
Where was Walt Disney while all this
on the basis of the knowledge we had at
—By Alec Williams

was going on? Well, Disney came up with
a new TV show in the late 1950’s – Zorro –
a hero/Robin Hood of Spanish California,
who had been around for quite awhile, but
was back again to fight the sources of tyranny. Thank goodness, because we had
“Zorro Sun Pictures”. For a nickel, you
could get a little packet of photo paper and
negatives and use them in the sun to make
your own photos. It worked. I wasn’t hope
this doesn’t trivialize the Disney organization, because between the weekly TV show
and the Mickey Mouse Club, Disney and
his crew often went where the PBS would
later follow.
There were all sorts of treasures – wax
harmonicas at Halloween, car movie cards,
wacky valentines etc. We also could pool
our nickels for toys and comic books.
I was interviewing an old timer – Mr.
Clarence Allen – for an oral history project.
I asked him what toys children had when
he was a boy. “Toys? Children don’t need
toys. A child’s imagination is limitless”, he
told me. Anything could be a toy to a child.
How true that is! I remember a child’s
imagination loose in the wonderland of the
Eisenhower years (the 1950’s). I also remember learning about inflation at
McCoy’s. One day the price on the Coca
Cola counter was repainted. Soda pop had
gone up from a nickel to six cents. The
handwriting was on the wall. Now you’re
lucky if you can get one for a dollar.

Harrington, Cassady & Clark Cemeteries Awarded Marker by THC
The Denton County Historical Commission’s advocacy for the Harrington,
Cassady and Clark cemeteries has resulted in the cemeteries being awarded
one of the Texas Historical Commission’s
(THC) 2013 Undertold Story Markers. This
is the second time a DCHC submitted request has been granted; the Quakertown
marker was a winner in 2010.
Harrington-Cassady-Clark was one of
14 topics chosen from 83 entries for a
marker. The THC commissioners grade
each application and select a limited number of deserving applicants to receive an
Undertold Story Marker. The markers are
paid for by the THC from an account
funded by the $100 fee for regular marker
applications. The Undertold Story program
began in 2006 to address historical gaps,
promote diversity of topics and proactively
document significant undertold or untold
stories.
All three African-American cemeteries
are near the Lloyd community, north of

Little Elm. Harrington Cemetery is in its
original location and dates to the 1872
burial of Nick Oldem.
The Cassady and Clark cemeteries
were moved to an area adjacent to Harrington Cemetery in 1954 when their lands
were taken in by the Garza-Little Elm Reservoir project (now Lewisville Lake).
Two of the long-neglected cemeteries
were recently cleaned as a project of Eagle Scout candidate Chris Green and
Scout Troop 366.
The historical narrative for the three
cemeteries is the project of Chelsea
Stallings, a graduate student at the University of North Texas and a part-time
staff employee at the Denton County Office of History & Culture.
—DJ Taylor

RIGHT: The marker for young Henry
Williams, son of Anderson and Mattie
Williams, is among the graves from the
late 1800s at Harrington Cemetery
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Road Trip

Pilot Point: A Magnificent Cottonwood Tree Guided Them
By Rynell Novak
Farmers and Merchants Bank – Built in
been hired as City Historian to accept hisThe anchor point in a “sprawling track1896 on the NW corner of the Square, it is toric artifacts on behalf of the city.
less land” was a small hill that served as a open on weekends as an art gallery and
Pilot Point Community Opera House –
landmark to the Indians and the pioneers
museum. The bank closed during the De- In 1894 the Opera House on the West side
heading west through North Texas 160
pression but it was “robbed” by Bonnie and of the Square became a part of the comyears ago. The outstanding object on the
Clyde in the movie.
munity as the place you went for entertaintree-covered hill was a magnificent cottonOldest Brick Building in Denton County – ment, for town hall meetings, to catch up
wood tree. The hill became known
on local news, and to see and be
as the Pilot’s Point, later changed
seen! The building is being reto Pilot Point as it became a city,
stored to its original purpose and
and the hill is now its city Square.
has been used for several events.
Since it was in December of
The Beautiful Bloomfield School1853 when the Square was platted,
house * - The historical one-room
Pilot Point became the first town in
school building is a block South of
Denton County, now rich in history.
the Square. Built in 1883, it was
Many of the early buildings are still
NW of Pilot Point in Cooke County
there, especially the ones on the
but was saved from inundation as
Square built from 1870 to 1890.
Ray Roberts Lake was developed
The Square was listed on the Nain 1976. Fourth graders from area
tional Register of Historic Places in
schools go there and experience
2007.
school as it was in the early
1900s.
Serving as the site for many
movies has brought attention to the
Pilot Point Community
city, especially the 1967 movie
Cemetery *
“Bonnie and Clyde.” After the city
A significant part of the history is
was designated a Main Street City
the Community Cemetery located
in 2002, a group started an annual
The Farmers & Merchants Bank, built in 1896
on the 600 block of N Prairie. It
“Main Street’s Bonnie and Clyde
has three sections, with the entrance road
Days Festival” which is scheduled for Octo- Using brick made locally, in 1872 John
dividing the I.O.O.F. section (1850s) to the
ber 12, 2013—The place to be!
Merchant erected the first brick building in South, from the Masonic section (1875) to
Although the area has declined some in Denton County on the north side of the
the North, and the Yarbrough section
Square, east of Washington street. Alrecent years, local business people are
(1920) to the East (at the back).
though it appears to be two buildings, it
feeling positive about the rebound. The
Old and New Churches
was built in 1872 as a general store, now
city of over 5,000 is now working on longSeveral churches in Pilot Point have
the Purple Door Day Spa.
range planning through a strategy develhistoric significance. County Line Baptist
oped by professionals for it, and is preparCity Museum – The Museum is being
church, 512 E. Walcott, was the first Afriing an action plan to move into its impledeveloped from the old Cloer Hotel on the
can-American church established in
mentation.
SE corner of the Square, built in the 1880s
Buildings of Interest on and near the and donated to the City in 2007. Local
(See Pilot Point on page 11)
resident and historian Jay Melugin has
Square

JFK

(cont’d from page 3)

Many, like the Striblings, were in
church when Jack Ruby stepped from the
crowd and fired the fatal shot and heard
the news on their car radio as they drove
home. “It was unbelievable,” Beth said.
The Oswald killing sent more of us
back to our television sets, once again
mesmerized by the sudden turn of events;
the unthinkable happening yet again.
The images from Monday’s funeral
and burial of the president are embedded
in our memories: The rider-less horse with
empty boots turned backwards, John-John
Kennedy’s salute, Mrs. Kennedy and her
brothers-in-law marching stoically behind
the caisson carrying the coffin; the array of

world leaders gathered behind them; the
lighting of the eternal flame at Arlington
National Cemetery as the President was
laid to rest.
Although most have concluded that
Oswald did indeed act alone, some doubts
linger. “I wondered then and still wonder if
there was more to the real story than we
were told,” said Jim Heath. Many questions remain unanswered, 50 years later.
Perhaps some will always have doubts.
“Looking back,” said Deborah Boone,
“I can honestly say from that day on I never
felt safe again.” She added, “Perhaps it
was some kind of national grief playing out,
but as a whole we became more angry,
more selfish, more prone to despondency,
and more violent.”
The assassination, as did the attacks
on the World Trade Center and the Penta-

gon in 2001, brought us together as a nation for a moment. We weren’t Democrats
or Republicans, black or white. We were
one; all in it together; suffering together.
The 1960s saw many changes, some
good; some bad The Civil Rights Act; the
moon landing; the Vietnam War with all its
controversy; the turmoil of social upheaval;
the subsequent assassinations in 1968 of
Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy—
these things made for a tumultuous decade. Many point back to that crisp autumn
day in Dallas as when it all began to
change.
We all moved forward because that is
what life requires. But we have never
failed to look back and remember the tragedy of President Kennedy’s murder—and
the impact that it had on us all.
—DJ Taylor
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New Transportation Exhibit at Courthouse
Even before the first settlers arrived by covered
wagon in the 1840s, people have been moving across
Denton County. Native Americans forged trails traveling by foot and horse. Those trails eventually became
the roads utilized by residents in wagons and later
automobiles. The railroads arrived in the 1880s establishing towns along their routes. Interstate 35 was
dedicated in 1960 ushering in a new era of growth.
Much of the development Denton County can be
traced back to some form of transportation.
A new exhibit opens on October 4 in the main gallery of the Courthouse Museum. The exhibit focuses
on the history of transportation in Denton County as
told through displays, photographs, maps and artifacts. New interactive features are included in the
exhibit. Visitors can adjust the speed on a model
train, play a game of Oregon Trail, and determine
what to pack in their pioneer wagon. Also debuting
with this exhibit is the new theater room in the museum. Museum patrons can sit and enjoy short films
playing on a big screen.
BELOW: I-35E, looking south from Dallas Drive in 1960
was slightly less traveled just over 50 years ago.
ABOVE: Gentry Thompson shares the seat but not the
tiller of his car with his dog in 1903. The car was one
of the first, if not the first, in Denton County.
BELOW: Crowds could be counted on to turn out to
greet the Katy (Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad)
passenger train at the Lewisville Depot. This circa
1909 photograph is from the collection of local Lewisville historian James Polser.
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Lee Elementary Explores & Learns at the Courthouse
At Lee Elementary, everyone had a
great time exploring the past of
Denton. The students learned about
the history of Denton and on May 22
and May 30, the students were able
to go to the Denton Court House Museum on the Square.
At the Denton Court House Museum,
the students were given a guided
tour of the artifacts as well as given
an oral history of Denton itself.
A special treat the students had was
meeting the first female County
Judge-the current Judge Mary Horn.
The students were greatly excited
about that opportunity.
On May 31, Lee Elementary had an
end of the year field day party with
their parents. It was a great event
that the families enjoyed greatly.
Top, right: Lee Elementary students enjoy
visiting with Denton County Judge Mary Horn
on the stairwell at the Courthouse-on-theSquare.

Bottom, right: Lee students visit Denton
County’s smallest cemetery—the single grave
of the county’s namesake, John B. Denton, on
the Courthouse-on-the-Square lawn.

Trivia Answer: Lewisville
US Highway 77, designated “Mill Street” in Lewisville, divided the two areas. “Sweet Milk Hill” was the area
west of the Mill Street where the more affluent citizens lived. The more modest homes of “Buttermilk Flats”
were east of Mill Street
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At the Denton County Historical Park, Denton TX
10:00a.m.-2:00p.m.
“Life on the Prairie in the 19th Century”
Come see how the pioneers and Native Americans lived in the 1800s!
Artifacts from the Taylor Log Cabin, including tools, boots, hats.
Contests, exhibits, craft demonstrations and fun for all!

Come to the Holiday Lighting Festival, December 6
Courthouse-on-the-Square & The Bayless-Selby House
Come and join in the fun as the Holiday
season gets under way at “Denton
County’s Living Room”—the historic
1896 Courthouse-on-the-Square.
Music & Entertainment at both the
Square and at the Bayless-Selby
House.

ABOVE: “Meet me on the Square” is the
byword of the day this December 6. Music and entertainment will be in abundance, both on the Courthouse lawn
and inside the Commissioners Court
room.
Photo: Dentonlive.com

LEFT: The musicians of the Denton Area
Dulcimers entertain with the sounds of
Christmas as played on mountain dulcimers in the parlor of the Bayless-Selby
House at last years Holiday Lighting
festivities.
Photo: Denton County Office of History & Culture
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Pilot Point
(Continued from page 7)
Denton County. It has served as a spiritual leader for African
Americans in the area since 1863.* Others are the Church of
Christ* (1864) and St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church* (189192). By contrast, one of the newest is the Cowboy Country
Chapel at Morrison and McKinney.
Other Recognitions
(1) With its first issue in 1878, the Pilot Point Post-Signal is the
oldest continuing newspaper in North Texas. (2) The city had its
first train in 1880 and had good passenger and freight service for
many years. (3) The Masonic Lodge is one of the oldest in Texas.
(4) On October 13, 1908, various small associations of local
churches from across the United States that had been formed to
preach and teach holiness united during a meeting near Pilot
Point for what became the formation of the Church of the Nazarene.
Wildlife in Pilot Point
A place of action on the SW corner of town to visit on weekends is the Sharkarosa Wildlife Ranch at 11670 Massey Road,
just North of FM 455; 940-686-4600. The ranch is a nonprofit,
interactive educational wildlife ranch, licensed by the USDA, and
home to over 100 rare and endangered species.
Horse Country
Since it has mild winters and is located in an outcrop of rich
sandy soil that provides perfect conditions for training and working
horses, Pilot Point began attracting horse farms and professional
horsemen in the 1970s. Now the area is home to at least 350
farms and ranches with an estimated 40,000 horses, including
several world and national champion show horses. Many of the

The old Bloomfield School offers 4th graders a look back at
what school was like in the “Good Old Days”

area’s ranches are visited on the North Texas Horse Country
Tour, a prearranged tour offered quarterly through the Denton
Convention and Visitors Bureau, 888-381-1818. A brochure,
“North Texas Horse Country, a Driving Tour,” is published by the
Texas Lakes Trail and is available at Texas highway information
kiosks.

Chris Green; Scouts honored for role in cleaning
the Harrington & Cassady Cemeteries

Ray Roberts Lake State Park
Two of the five park units, Isle du Bois and Jordan
Park, are located just West of Pilot Point. The larger
one, Isle du Bois off FM455 on PW 4137, is one of the
most beautiful parks in Texas and has many nature
programs and activities available. For information, call
940-686-2148.
For more information – Contact the Pilot Point
Chamber of Commerce, 300 S. Washington St., Pilot
Point; 940-686-5385; or <chamber@pilotpoint.org>.
* Designates sites that have Texas historical markers. Texts of the markers are at
www.dentoncounty.com/historicalmarkers/default.asp.

Retrospect is now available online at:
http://dentoncounty.com/dept/main.asp?Dept=
112

Click on “Newsletter” from the left menu
Boy Scout Chris Green (Back, left) is shown with members of
Scout Troop 366 after receiving recognition for his role in leading the cleanup of Harrington & Cassady Cemeteries at a recent Commissioners Court meeting. At the back on the right is
Gary Cook, DCHC associate member who helped organize
the cleanup effort.

We Want to Hear From You!
Let us know what you like or dislike about Retrospect.
What would you like to see more of...or less of? Have a
story idea? Want to submit an article? Contact us:
DJ Taylor (940) 368-1816 or Roslyn Shelton (940)
349-2860
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Denton County Historical
Commission
Courthouse-on-the-Square
110 West Hickory Street
Denton TX 76201-4168

To add your name to the mailing list
for Retrospect, please contact
Roslyn Shelton at:
Phone:940.349.2860
or
Email:
Roslyn.Shelton@dentoncounty.com

Our Mission: Preserve, Protect
& Promote the history of Denton
County

Denton County
Historical Commission
Executive Committee
Beth Stribling
Chairman
DJ Taylor
First Vice-Chairman
Annell Bradford
Second Vice-Chairman
**VACANT**
Recording Secretary
Deborah Boone
Corresponding Secretary

Upcoming Events
Denton County Historical Commission
Meetings
2nd floor of the Courthouse -on-the-Square
3:00 pm

Sept 27-28: Western Days, Lewisville

October 3
November 7
December—NO MEETING
2013 Speaker Series
3rd Thursday of the Month unless otherwise
noted
CHOS, 12 noon to 1:00 p.m.

Don McClure
Financial Secretary

October 17: “Streetcars in Denton: The
Denton Transit Company”—Terry Pohlen

Connie Baker
Jean Carter
At-Large Members

November 21: “From the Sabine to El Paso:
Traveling Texas with the State Historian”—Light
Cummins

Roslyn Shelton
Manager, Research & Public Programs

Other Events
Sept 21-22: Blues Fest, Quakertown Park,
Denton

December 18 (Wednesday): “12th Annual
Holiday Sing-A-Long”—Bing Burton, Leslie Willingham & David Mollen

Oct 5: Peanut Festival, Aubrey
Oct 12: Celebrate Roanoke!
Oct 12: Bonnie & Clyde Days, Pilot Point
Oct 19: DCHC Archeology Day, Denton
County Historical Park, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Oct 26: Day of the Dead Festival, Denton,
Industrial & E Hickory
Dec 6: 25th Annual Holiday Lighting Festival,
Denton
Dec 7: Christmas on the Square, Pilot Point
Dec 7: Old Fashioned Holiday Celebration, Justin
Dec 7: Light Up the Season, Lake Dallas
Dec 7: Old Fashioned Downtown Christmas,
Roanoke

