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Trivia

QUESTION: What
community, part of the
Chinn’s Chapel settlement, flourished in the
late 19th century before
the population dwindled after 1900?
HINT: one of the
earliest settlers was
Simpson Wakefield.

Inside this issue:
Museum Director 3
Old Alton Bridge 3
Texas Pop Fest
Marker

4

Welcome Center 5
Hawk Award

5

Ponder Marker

6

Looking Back

7

New Members
More than twenty new members have joined the Denton
County Historical Commission (DCHC) since the beginning of 2010. They join
because they are interested
in the history of Denton
County and care about its
preservation.
Many of the new members
are Associate Members,
since they are unable to attend the DCHC monthly
meetings on a regular basis,
but they are serving through
their work on various committees. We are grateful for
their interest and willingness
to serve as their time allows.

To help new members
learn more about the structure and work of the
DCHC, a New Member
Orientation was held in
February. The work of the
10 DCHC committees was
presented, along with information on some DCHC
legal documents, policies
and procedures, the organizational chart, and other
applicable guidelines.
New Director
With the arrival of Peggy
Riddle as Director of
Denton County Museums
in late November, 2011,
the Museums Committee

chaired by Peggy Capps
has been busy looking at
the future. New and exciting things, both short and
long range, are being
planned for the Museums
and their satellite locations
around the County.
New Building in Historical
Park
The Historical Park on Mulberry Street in Denton has
a new addition now that the
Welcome Center building
has been moved onto its
foundation and renovation
is being completed. It is
slated to be dedicated later
this year
(see Chair on p.2)

.

Six THC Markers Awarded County
Denton County Historical Commission
(DCHC) received notification in January that all
six of the 2012 Texas Historical Commission
(THC) historical marker applications submitted
were approved at the THC quarterly meeting.
Denton County now has 101 THC historical
markers; including 14 Recorded Texas Historic
Landmarks.
The six marker applications were for Belew
Cemetery, Cooper Creek Baptist Church, Cooper
Creek Cemetery, Cooper Creek School, James
Newton and Eva Tabor Rayzor House and Skinner Cemetery.

stows on a historic structure—the James Newton
and Eva Tabor Rayzor house, a Prairie style twostory ten room house, was built in 1909 by contractor M.T. Goodwin for James Newton and Eva
Tabor Rayzor and their four sons, Arthur Cleveland, James Fredrick, Sam Boyd and Jesse Newton. The marker was sponsored by Salty and
JoAnn Rishel, who have owned the historic house
at 1003 West Oak in Denton since 1995.

Rayzor came to Denton County in 1882. In
1884, he married Eva Tabor of Pilot Point. Before
moving to Denton, Rayzor was a teacher in Pilot
Point and Mustang. In Denton he and other business associates formed the Alliance Mill (now
Designated a Recorded Texas Historic Land- Morrison Milling) and Alliance Ice Company,
eventually serving as president. (see Markers, p.2)
mark (RTHL)—the highest honor the state be-

Chair (cont’d from p.1)
New Lectures
Both the Courthouse-on-the-Square
(CHOS) and those in the Historical
Park have regularly scheduled lectures, but the one in February was
very appropriate for Quilts and Black
History month. It was a presentation
on “Traditional to Contemporary
Quilts”, especially African American
quilts. Speakers were Teresa
Sherling and Barbara McCraw. Barbara has been involved with several
quilts that have been given to the Museums, including some to be used for
fund-raising. The one she made in
2007, named “Three Wishes”, was
given back to the Denton County African American Museum by the winner
of the quilt raffle and is on display at

the DCAAM.

was planned to be the inaugural celebration of an annual birthday party:
Other lectures at the CHOS over the looking back at the county in the past,
past months have b the past months seeing where it is in the present, and
have been included Images of Amer- projecting where it may be in the fuica: Sanger; a reading of the play Our ture.
American Cousin and The History of
the Denton Square presented by Kim The party was on Saturday, April 14,
Cupit, museum curator.
with activities most of the day. One
unusual event was the dedication of
New Birthday Celebration for an Old the Pinkneyville Stump which is now
on permanent display at CHOS. It is
Story
from the tree that served as the first
Many other projects and events are
county seat for Denton County, a loplanned by DCHC committees but a
cation about a mile east and slightly
very significant one was the 166th
south of the CHOS
Birthday Party for Denton County
planned and hosted by the Museums
Committee, led by Peggy Capps and
Rynell S. Novak
Museums Director Peggy Riddle. It
DCHC Chairman

Markers (cont’d from p.1)
He served on the committee to
found John B. Denton College in 1901
and also the committee that helped to
get the College of Industrial Arts in
Denton in 1902. The house remained
in the Rayzor family until l978.
Now a part of the City of Denton,
the Cooper Creek Community was established around 1872 although families
had been living in the area before the
Civil War. Deed records for the cemetery, school and church date back to the
1870s. The history of the Cooper Creek
Community has been well preserved
with its retention and preservation of the
early school house, one of the few historic school buildings remaining in the
county, the historic cemetery, which is
still in use; and the 1917 Cooper Creek
Baptist Church building. The three
markers were sponsored by Tom Rainey,
representative of the Cooper Creek
Cemetery Association.

nized as a Historic Texas Cemetery,
dates back to its earliest grave, that of
Richard Kale who died in 1872. Deed
records show the cemetery as having
been established Oct. 14, 1878. It has
approximately 800 grave sites and is still
active. Each Mother’s Day, the cemetery
holds a Decoration Day at the cemetery.

The preservation of this cemetery
and its continued use today can be attributed to the work of the Ladies
Cemetery Society, organized in 1902 by
Kate Hodges, Mollie Henderson, Ola
Price, Bettie Catlett, Mary Caddell and
Nora McIntosh. In Jean Burk’s historical narrative, she wrote “to raise money
for the cemetery maintenance the ladies
held a Thanksgiving Dinner for the
community…the first raising $97.95.”
The dinners were held until 1988. Mary
Alice (Coffey) Reding and Jean Burk,
descendents of early settlers in the area,
co-sponsored the HTC marker.

The Cooper Creek Baptist
Church was founded in 1872 by several
of the early settlers of the community.
Charter members were the families of
W.G. Evans, W.G. Etter, John Perry, J.
B. Brandon, Billie Durham and H.
Crosby. The historical subject marker
for the church will be placed at the 1917
historic Baptist Church building, across
Skinner Cemetery in Pilot Point had
the Fishtrap Road from its original loca- received a THC Subject Marker in 1998
tion.
and is now the recipient of a HTC
marker. The HTC medallion will be
attached to the original marker. The
The Belew Cemetery, awarded a
Skinner Cemetery is the oldest in Pilot
Historic Texas Cemetery marker, is loPoint. Land was set aside by Richard
cated three miles north of Aubrey; it is
over 100 years old and includes land that and Lucinda Glasscock for use as a
Recipient of a RTHL, the first Coo- has been acquired in four different pur- cemetery. The first recorded burial was
per Creek School was opened in 1876.
chases. The Belew Community was set- of five year-old Josiah Taylor in March
1858. The land eventually was sold to a
The current school house opened in
tled by Richard Aaron and Mary Jane
1919 and closed in 1951. It is a one–
Belew in the 1850s. An early map
church organization, but in 2011 the
Skinner Cemetery Association was reorstory wood frame rectangular building
showed the Belew Schoolhouse settlewith a hipped roof; typical of rural
ment in 1856. The first piece of land of ganized and reacquired the cemetery.
school buildings that were constructed
today’s Belew Cemetery was purchased The subject marker on US HWY 377
will be moved to the site on Debbie
in Texas in the years following World
for $56 from Richard Aaron Belew by
the citizens of the Belew Schoolhouse
Lane. The HTC Marker application was
War I.
sponsored by Sue Holt, a member of the
community “to be used as a public
Skinner Cemetery Association.
Cooper Creek Cemetery, recoggraveyard or cemetery forever.”
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New Director of Museums Enthusiastic About Future
The first words that come to mind
when meeting the new Director of Denton
County Museums, Peggy Riddle, are
“enthusiasm” and “passion.” That is further confirmed when she tells you, “I am
excited to be here!”
Riddle was born in New Orleans but
came to Texas at an early age; at first
Kaufman before moving to Longview
where she graduated from high school. It
was her grandmother in Louisiana that
introduced her to the fascinating world of
the past; taking her to visit places where
naturalist and artist James Audubon once
worked. Her father’s passion for history
accelerated her interest and influenced
her eventual career choice.

very much, assisting everyone from
“people looking for family histories to writers researching books.”
After becoming director of Plano’s
Heritage Farmstead Museum she was
hired by the Texas Rangers baseball organization and given the task of building a
baseball museum from scratch. Her first
order of business was to quickly educate
herself about baseball fundamentals. The
most intriguing part of her time with the
baseball museum was the then-new innovation of interactive exhibits, something
she hopes to bring to the Denton County
Museums.

Following a stint at the City of Grapevine, where she helped develop the plan
While attending the University of
for the city’s Nash Farm, Riddle started
Texas, Riddle worked as a volunteer at
her own consulting company before acthe Texas Historical Commission and also cepting the position with Denton County.
became involved with the Society of ArShe was particularly impressed by the
chitectural Historians.
commitment of the County in devoting
financial and personnel resources, as well
as the support of the Denton County HisAfter graduation her first job was in
torical Commission membership.
Dallas at the Historic Preservation
League, now Preservation Dallas. Riddle’s next job was working for the Dallas
Following a stint at the City of GrapeHistorical Society where she headed the
vine, where she helped develop plans for
research center. She enjoyed that work
the city’s Nash Farm, Riddle started her

own consulting company before accepting
the position with Denton County. She
was particularly impressed by the commitment of the County in devoting financial
and personnel resources, as well as the
support of the Denton County Historical
Commission membership
One of the most notable events
since her arrival was the “Denton County
166th Birthday Party’ on April 14. “We had
a lot of activities with many participants,”
said Riddle. “Our rummage sale raised
over $1,000. We are planning on another
celebration next year and expect this to
be an annual program.”
Although future plans for the museums are only in their formative stages,
Riddle hopes to see positive changes that
will include interactive exhibits. “I believe
those are the best way to get the younger
ones involved with history; to have something they can touch and appeal to their
senses.”
She also has an interest in focusing
on the County’s natural history; its creeks,
crosstimbers and prairies. “I find it fascinating to think about why the early settlers
(see Museum Director on p.7)

THC Marker Dedicated for Old Alton Bridge
The weather cooperated to give Denton County a perfect for their efforts in obtaining the historical marker.
day for a Texas Historical Commission (THC) marker dedication
With the marker in place, hikers on the COE trail can
on April 5. A crowd of approximately 65 gathered at the Old Allearn about the significant structure they use when crossing
ton Bridge, one of Denton County’s oldest remaining bridges and Hickory Creek..
one of a select few still in its original setting.
DCHC Historic Research and Marker Chairman Beth
Stribling called the gathering to order followed by a presentation
of colors and the Pledge of Allegiance by the Denton Guyer High
School AFJROTC Color Guard.
After the singing of the national anthem by DCHC member Peggy Capps, Denton County Judge, the Honorable Mary
Horn, welcomed the crowd and told of the importance of bridges
in the growth of Denton County. “Bridges were symbols of progress and success,” she said. “This bridge provided a way to
Dallas for early travelers.”
Built to accommodate wagons and horses, the 1884
bridge later carried automobile traffic throughout the 20th century
until a new bridge was built adjacent to it in the early 2000s. The
Old Alton Bridge has been preserved as part of a hiking and
equestrian trail. Judge Horn commended the Commissioners
Court for taking steps to save the old iron bridges of the County.
State Representative Myra Crownover presented a resolution from the Texas House of Representatives commemorating
the bridge’s THC marker and also read the marker text.
Rob Jordan, Lewisville Lake Manager for the Army Corps
of Engineers (COE); Judge Horn, representing the Commissioners Court; Rachel Crowe and Linda Hollingsworth of Denton
L-R: Beth Stribling, Andy Eads, Mary Horn, Rob Jordan,
County’s GIS Department, all received certificates of appreciation
Rynell Novak, Rachel Crowe and Linda Hollingsworth at

the Old Alton Bridge Marker Dedication, April 5, 2012
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1969 Texas International Pop Festival Receives THC Marker
It isn’t often that one gets to hobnob at
a Texas Historical Commission (THC)
marker dedication with the actual principals associated with the marker’s historical
origins. But on October 1, 2011, Denton
County Historical Commission (DCHC)
members did just that.

influx of counter-culture devotees with
apprehension; especially the town of
Lewisville which had a population of only
10,000 at the time.

’60’s icon, known legally as Hugh Romney, got his more famous and colorful
nickname—tagged for eternity by legendary bluesman B. B. King as “Wavy
Gravy.”

Music has a long history in the
County, back to the pioneer days when
Festival-goers look back on the event
“fiddlings” were held on street corners and with fond memories. Many call it a “lifeThe dedication ceremony in Lewislive music played for Saturday square
changing” event. The attendance at the
ville at the Denton County Transportation dances. This was going to be different.
dedication, estimated at “around 200” by
Authority’s Hebron Station commemorated
the organizers, brought many of those festhe three-day Texas International Pop FesThe Festival drew an estimated atten- tival-goers back to the scene. They spent
tival, held at that location on Labor Day
considerable time catching up with old
dance of 150,000 music lovers that
acquaintances and swapping stories of how
grooved to the music of Led Zeppelin,
weekend in 1969.
it was back then. Richard Hayner’s hippy
Janis Joplin and 23 other acts. “It was a
Richard Hayner of Denton, who atgreat time, we had so much fun. The mu- bus, Furthermore, was on display. The
bus, a nod to Catch-22 author Ken Kesey’s
tended the event as a teenager, spearheaded sic was fantastic,” said Hayner.
bus, Further, drew many admirers. A conthe drive for a THC marker to commemocert by tribute rockers Soul Sacrifice and
rate the state’s ultimate music event of the
Most of the fears proved unfounded
1960s. Hayner’s website, texaspopfestiand the Festival caused relatively few
Swan Song followed the dedication.
val.com, contains a huge collection of inproblems for law enforcement. Many
formation of all things pertaining to the
The Texas International Pop Festival
complaints were about skinny-dipping at
event. In January 2010 he organized his
will be forevermore commemorated by the
the festival’s off-site camping area on
own concert featuring local rock legends
THC marker at Hebron Station. But the
Lewisville Lake, but the objections were
and tribute bands to raise funds to pay for offset by the number of area anglers who
rest of the story—and the bottom line—is
the fact that the festival organizers,
quickly found the waters just offshore a
the marker.
Showco Productions, led by Jack Calmes
prime location to spend the day fishing.
and Angus G. Wynne III, ultimately lost
Held only two weeks after Wood$100,000 on the event. But the good vibes
stock, the Festival had Lewisville and
The camping area with its free stage
Denton County officials bracing for the
is also noted for being the place where one and memories lived on.

Tribute bands Soul Sacrifice and Swan Song, rock guitarist Johnny Nitzinger, producers Angus G. Wynne III
and Jack Calmes, Gary Buckner, and marker sponsor Richard Hayner (front) pose at the marker dedication.
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Welcome Center Joins The Historical Park Collection
A third structure will soon join the
Bayless-Selby House and the AfricanAmerican Museum in the growing Historical Park of Denton County. The Welcome Center is now in its permanent location and work is progressing toward its
opening.
The small building was once the
servants’ quarters for the SpencerJacobsen house in Lewisville, a onceprominent landmark on Main Street built
by local banker Benjamin Lafayette
Spencer and his wife Annie Fowler
Spencer around 1904. The Spencer’s
daughter Helen married local hardware
merchant Peter Lausten Jacobsen, son of
Danish immigrant Christian M. Jacobsen
and Lavina Stewart Jacobsen. Following
the June 1915 marriage, the young couple
made their home with the bride’s parents.
The house remained in the Spencer family until it was sold in 1961.
The main house was moved several years ago to the Austin Ranch com-

munity in The Colony to make room for servant quarters will continue to “serve”
a commercial building at the Main Street while paying homage to its historical
site. The new owners did not want the
roots.
servant facility and it was removed and
stored by Denton County House Movers.
The structure was eventually moved to
the Historical Park following the donation of a generous grant from the Denton
Benefit League.
According to Kim McCoig Cupit,
Curator of Collections for the Denton
County Museums, the Welcome Center
will be the first structure visitors see when
they enter the Historical Park from its
proposed official entrance on West Mulberry Street, after fences are installed.
“The Welcome Center will be
where information about the park will be
The servants quarters of Lewisville’s
available,” said Cupit. “It will also have a
Spencer-Jacobsen family will soon open
display about Lewisville, including several
as the Welcome Center at the Historical
photos from the Spencer and Jacobsen
Park of Denton County
families.”
In its new setting and with a different role, the Spencer-Jacobsen house’s

Nita Watkins Receives Hawk Award
Nita Watkins, a resident of Shady Shores and a longtime member of the Denton County Historical Commission, received the
Mildred and Taylor Hawk Award at the December Denton
County Historical Commission (DCHC) Christmas event.

children and three great-grandchildren.
She says, “I have worked at hospitals in Dallas, Richardson and
Denton, and in a family doctor’s office after our children were
out of college. That position was my favorite as every day was
different! I was only able to work brief periods of times at the
The Mildred and Taylor Hawk Award for Historic Preservation hospitals as family matters took preference, so I stayed the
was created by the DCHC in 1998 to recognize exemplary
longest at the doctor’s office.”
stewardship for the heritage of Denton County. The award is
not an annual one and is given only to the truly deserving. Re- The original Hawk award recognized DCHC member Mildred
cipients are selected for extraordinary service, lasting contribu- Hawk, the driving force behind the preservation of the historic
tions, lengthy service and dedicated, hands-on contributions.
Bayless/Selby House, and a watchdog over Denton County’s
The names of winners of the award are displayed on a plaque
organized historic preservation efforts. She had acquired her
that is displayed at the Courthouse-on-the-Square. Watkins’
passion for historical preservation from her husband Taylor
name will be added to that list.
Bradford Hawk.
On the Commission since the early 1990’s, Watkins became
Chair of the Museums Committee about 2006. She also has
served as Chair of the Policies and Procedures update committee, as the Museums Committee liaison on several special committees, and is currently serving on the Special Events Committee.

Mrs. Hawk was instrumental in preserving the historic iron
bridges of the county; identifying and cataloging the bridges for
an informational brochure she had printed. Hawk also was well
known for her donation of the Bayless/Selby house to the
County which has been restored as a museum.

Mrs. Hawk struggled with dyslexia all her life and founded the
In addition to her DCHC involvement Watkins served on the
Hawkeye Reading Program in Denton schools in 1999 to honor
Shady Shores City Town Council for 22 years, 18 of those as
top third-grade readers with trophies and cash prizes. To make
Mayor Pro Tem alongside Mayor Olive Stephens. A registered (see Watkins, p.7)
nurse, she and her husband John have four children, nine grand-
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Frontier Days in Ponder Featured THC Marker Ceremony

Above: Sheri Clearman and Mary Brooks were presented with
certificates of appreciation for their work in obtaining the
THC marker. From L-R: Ponder Mayor Scott McCarty; Ponder City Secretary Sheri Clearman; Buzz Brooks accepting for
his mother, Mary Brooks; DCHC Marker Chair Beth Stribling;
DCHC Chair Rynell Novak and Denton County Pct 4 Commissioner Andy Eads at the Ponder Marker Dedication on
May 19, 2012.

Above: Ponder native Dean Brittain entertains the crowd
with his tales of growing up in the Ponder community.

RIGHT, L-R: Denton County Precinct 4 Commissioner Andy Eads, DCHC Marker Chair Beth Stribling, Ponder City Secretary Sheri Clearman, Everett
Eads (son of Commissioner Eads) and DJ Taylor,
DCHC Marker Committee member pose in front of
the town’s new marker

“Frontier Days,” an annual event in
Ponder, had an added attraction this year:
the dedication of the town’s Texas Historical Commission marker. Inspired by
long-time Ponder resident Mary Brooks,
town secretary Sheri Clearman led the
effort to secure the marker honoring the
community with roots dating back to the
1850s.

ing of the national anthem by the Ponder
High School Band, the crowd of approximately 150 was welcomed by Ponder
mayor Scott McCarty and Denton County
Commissioner, Precinct 4, the Honorable
Andy Eads.

station and wagering how many cars
would make up the next train coming
through. One winning streak came to an
end when the others discovered that the
phone calls one man regularly received
ahead of the next train’s passing was coming from his friend in Krum—passing
along the number of train cars that had
DCHC Historical Research and
Marker chair Beth Stribling presented cer- just passed heading south!
tificates of appreciation to Sheri Clearman
The dedication, held on May 19,
and Mary Brooks. The 94-years-old Mrs.
Following a drum roll, Mr. Brittain
was preceded by a parade. Many attenBrooks was unable to attend and her cer- and Eric Brooks, grandson of Mary
dees had their appetites whetted by having tificate was accepted on her behalf by her Brooks, unveiled the historical marker to
to pass by the barbecue cook-off on the
son, Buzz Brooks.
the applause of the gathered crowd.
way to the marker’s location at the town’s
central flagpole on Bailey Street.
Ponder native Dean Brittain enterPonder is a growing and thriving
tained the gathering with his reministown in its second century; now its origins
After the presentation of colors by cences of the past 80 years. He recalled
will be forever remembered with the histhe Ponder Fire Department and the play- local men playing dominoes at the gas
torical marker.
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Looking Back
by DJ Taylor

We look back at Denton County’s history over the
past 100, 125 and 150 years through books and the archives
of Texas’ newspapers.
150 years ago:
Not everyone was for the Confederacy
The people of Denton County were not 100% for
secession; the vote for leaving the union was close, 331 to
264. Neither of adjacent counties, Wise and Cooke, overwhelmingly favored secession, either. Ed. F. Bates, in his
book History and Reminiscences of Denton County writes that in
the spring of 1862 it was discovered a group of those opposed, calling themselves “The Peace Party,” sought to escape Texas and flee to the north. When their plans were discovered, rumors became rampant that they intended to leave
on a selected date, killing and burning as they went. Although
most of this was hearsay, the hysteria that followed led to the
eventual trials and hangings of 42 people in Gainesville. Wise
and Denton counties experienced several “unofficial” hangings of suspected Unionists over the next two years.
For further reading on this subject, we recommend
DCHC member Richard B. McCaslin’s book, Tainted Breeze:
The Great Hanging at Gainesville, Texas, 1862.
125 years ago:
Temperance Movement
Prohibition was still more than 30 years away, but the
efforts of those opposed to alcohol sales began to pick up
steam in the 1880s. In the spring of 1887, Mrs. E. Pow
Smith, a Woman’s Christian Temperance Union evangelist
from California, spoke at Roanoke. Her fiery oratory was
framed as “good versus bad.” The Fort Worth Gazette reported her as saying, “…any man who would vote against an
amendment [for prohibition] deserved to be blotted from the
face of the earth.”
100 years ago:
A Long Walk
James C. Williams, a Confederate veteran living at
Waketon in Denton County, decided to walk to a reunion of
Confederate veterans in the spring of 1912. The fact that the
reunion was being held 900 miles away, in Macon, Georgia,
did not deter the 72 years-old retired farmer. He set out on
February 26, 1912, and the May 3, 1912, edition of the Dallas
Morning News reported “he is within forty-six miles of his destination and is taking it easy.” The paper also reported, “A
move has been started to secure funds for the purchase of a
return trip ticket for Mr. Williams so he doesn’t have to walk
back.”

Museum Director
(Cont’d from p.3)

chose certain places to establish their homes and the
land played a vital part in that.”
Future exhibits at the Courthouse-on-the-Square Museum may include traveling exhibits, such as Farm Life in
Texas or some from the Smithsonian. In particular, given the
University of North Texas’ music program, Riddle would like
to see a jazz exhibit.
Plans also include looking at ways to make the Denton
County Museums a tourism destination and finding ways that
members of the community can help with the process. “We
have lots of work and volunteers are needed. If you’re interested, we will find something for you to do.”
Riddle’s enthusiasm for both her job and the location
played a part in her decision to move to Denton.
“Denton is such a great town with a certain vibrant feel
and the Courthouse Square is so wonderful,” Riddle said. “It
has something you don’t see at other courthouses, like Dal-

Watkins
(Cont’d from p.5)

certain the program continued after her death, she provided an
endowment of $50,000. Also, the Denton school board recognized her support by naming a new elementary school in
her honor after she passed away on January 11, 2004..

DO YOU ENJOY HISTORY? ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
DENTON COUNTY HISTORY?
If you want to preserve, protect and promote the history of
Denton County as an active volunteer, there is a place for you to
serve and to enjoy doing it.
The Denton County Historical Commission meets at 2:00 p.m.
the first Thursday of each month, except for August and December.
Unless publicly announced otherwise, meetings are held in the
Commissioners Courtroom, 2nd floor, of the Courthouse-on-theSquare. Visitors are welcome!
Committees for service include Archaeology/Cemetery, Education,
Historical Research and Markers, Fire Truck, Museums, Membership, Oral History, Publications and Special Events.
Apply to be a member of the Denton County Historical Commission
by e-mailing roslyn .shelton@dentoncounty.com. You will be sent
an application form to be completed, and the application will be
submitted to the Commissioners Court for approval.
Lets go to work!

Williams lived another fifteen years after his return.
He is buried at Chinn’s Chapel Cemetery.
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Denton County Historical Commission

110 West Hickory Street
Denton TX 76201-4168

Phone 940.349.2860
E-mail:
Roslyn .Shelton@dentoncounty.com

Trivia ANSWER:

Waketon. It had its own post
office from 1881 until 1904, along
with a general store and a few other
businesses. Today it is a part of
Flower Mound and only Waketon
Road remains as a reminder of its
existence.
Denton County
Historical Commission

Upcoming Events

Executive Committee
Rynell Novak
Chairman
Kathy Strauss
First Vice-Chairman
Millard Heath
Second Vice-Chairman
Bill Coleman
Recording Secretary
Beth Stribling
Corresponding Secretary
John Genung
Financial Secretary
Don McClure
DJ Taylor
Veronica Maldonado
At-Large Members

Denton County Historical Commission
Meetings
2:00pm
Courthouse-on-the-Square
June 7
July5

Community Events
Denton Air Fair
June 18
Denton Municipal Airport
Annual Juneteenth Celebration
June 18
Fred Moore Park

Courthouse-on-the-Square Lectures
12:15-1:00 pm
June14
Capt. John R. Hughes, Lone Star Ranger
Chuck Parsons, Historian and Writer
August 17
The Continental Soldier of the American
Revolution
William S. Covington, Jr., Teacher and
Historian

Fourth-of-July Jubilee & Liberty Fun Run
July 4
Quakertown Park
Kiwanis Fireworks Show
July 4
UNT—Fouts Field
North Texas State Fair
August 19-27
North Texas Fairgrounds

Roslyn Shelton
Manager
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