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TRIVIA:

Home, Sweet Home
Artifacts of Denton County History Returns
There is a refrain from an old John
Denver tune that touts the adage,
“hey it’s good to be back home,
again.” On June 14, the words were
quite significant—and appropriate—
for Denton County as thousands of
items from 4,000+ collections returned to the Courthouse-on-theSquare after an absence of over 17
years.
The items were originally part of a
division ordered by Denton County
Probate Judge Don Windle in a 1998
lawsuit. Part of the Denton County
collection stayed with the Courthouse Museum while these items
were awarded to the now defunct
Denton County Judge Mary Horn, along with County
Denton County Historical Museum,
Commissioners Bobbie Thompson, Ron Marchant and
Inc. The latter museum, once locatAndy Eads admire some of the historical items returned to
ed in the former Outlet Mall on
Photo: Joe Duncan
North Interstate 35, ceased to exist the county.
in 2009 when it became financially unviable.
dio Photograph Collection consisting of over
That part of the collection was given to the Col30,000 images; and Joseph A. Carroll’s 1850s-era
lin County Historical Society (CCHS) for the proposed North Texas History Center in McKinney; a notebook.
Judge Horn expressed her gratitude to all who
museum that was never built. The efforts of Denworked
to bring the collection back to Denton
ton County Judge Mary Horn; Ray Roberts, former
chairman of the Denton County Historical Muse- County.
um, Inc.; and Ted Wright, Vice-Chairman of the
The collection is currently being cataloged and
Collin County Historical Museum, led to the reproperly preserved under the auspices of the Denton County Office of History and Culture and its
turn of the artifacts.
Among the items returned are the Jagoe Collec- director, Peggy Riddle.
tion that includes many original documents from
Another line from the old Denver song says, “it
Jagoe Abstract Co. relating to early land transacfeels like a long lost friend.” Yes, it’s good to have
tions in the county; the Bruce Davis/Loveless Stu- these old friends back home...again.
—DJ Taylor

From its establishment in 1883 until it was disbanded and sold in the 1940s, the county
operated a “Denton County Poor Farm.” Where was it located?
See Page 5 for answer
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A message from our county chair, Dr. Charlotte Mooneyham—
We are not who we were nor who we will be but daily becoming. Each experience, every interaction creates change. The goal of humanity is to change in ways that enlighten and reflect kindness and love. To lift
others, to create hope, to become more than we thought possible is to create change that improves life for
all.
The stories and artifacts of the past are important as the icons of hope and courage. As a nation, a state, a
county and a city, our past is the story of progress, of humanity evolving toward the ideal. Helping with
preservation helps set the standards for improvement.
Working with the Denton County Historical Commission and the Office of History and Culture are ways to
preserve and share history, culture, and the stories of the past. The Denton County Historical Commission
and the Office of History and Culture welcome those who want to volunteer to help in preserving and sharing. Contact us to join. We welcome you.

—Charlotte
Collin County Historical Society & Denton County Celebrate Return of Artifacts
LEFT:
Mary Carol Strother, Museum Director for the Collin County Historical Society (CCHS); Ted Wright,
CCHS Vice-Chairman: and
Jim Bundy, CCHC board
member, look on with
Denton County Office of
History and Culture’s Education and Tourism Coordinator Gretel L’Heureux
as she checks out the returned collections.
Photos: Joe Duncan

Inset, right:: DCHC member Beth Stribling. Office
of History and Culture Director Peggy Riddle, and
Kelsey Jistel, OHC Museum Services Coordiinator
look over returned photos.
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BACK IN THE BACK WATERS
By Alec Williams
Many long years spent on what is now the Chain-7 Ranch
gave me many hours and days to explore the countryside.
Most folks, looking at a map of Denton County can pick out
Milam Creek, and note that it flows into Clear Creek, which
eventually ends up in Lake Lewisville. That’s man-made. It
originally went into one of the Elm Forks of the Trinity, and
from there to the sea.
There’s a nameless tributary of Milam that I was long familiar with. It starts just south of the missile base on the far
reaches of North Locust, and it goes downhill from there,
until it crosses our property line. Here’s a long, twisting affair of trees and little islands, and wonderful worlds for children to explore and wade in. It goes through the woods,
turns a corner, and cuts through the land at the foot of a
twenty-foot cliff, and then curves its merry way towards the
woods, through them, and then cuts through the land again at
the foot of an old mesa we used to call “The Hill.”
Now here’s a story in itself, for there’s plenty of limestone and shale and sedimentary rocks. The limestone is
from the sea of the ancient Cretaceous Period, when much
of Texas was under a long forgotten sea. We used to hunt
all sorts of fossils here, and there were plenty of remains
from the ancient sea life—from tiny shells made of joined
spheres to large nautilus shells. There’s a cutting or ravine in
the side of the hill here which will always be the Burgess Fossil Mine. Getting elected to Congress wasn’t Dr. Mike Burgess’s first great achievement. He was once a fearless fossil
hunter, along with me, his brother Rick, and a whole bunch
of us.
Now this nameless tributary veers off to the west, and
then through one direction and another. It is then concealed
in the woods of the Cross Timbers, until it enters Milam
Creek proper. There are all sorts of ways to work this into
the history of Denton County. I mentioned one above. The
fossil history is part of our history. Think of all the critters,
though.
Especially in the depths of the Cross Timbers, there’s life
aplenty. Some of it isn’t friendly. Wasps and hornets
abound, and they can say they were here first. If they enforce that law, it hurts. Water moccasins abound here, too.
If bitten, follow first aid procedures, and get to a doctor. On
the other hand, there are heaven knows how many species of
birds. In the summer, the cicadas or locusts take over, and if
there are a lot of them, you can’t hear yourself think.
There’s plenty of fish for the supper table—perch and catfish,
for example. Be careful handling the latter. They have poisons spines, and the effects may not be deadly, but they are
unpleasant.
There are all sorts of interesting critters. You might run
into an armadillo—a throwback to the great age of mammals.
We caught one, flipped him over to see what was underneath, and them set him to rights and let him go. They are

beneficial to man, and they should be encouraged. There are
raccoons and possums. I personally think that when God got
tired of sewer rats, he invented possums. Nevertheless, it
pays not to kill anything you can’t eat, or which isn’t going to
threaten you in any way. Of course, some people used to
eat possum. . .
That brings us to the subject of skunks. You’ve seen
them on TV and in the movies—the black critter with a
white stripe. There’s even a famous cartoon character. Do
not startle of threaten these seemingly harmless little creatures. They will spray you good. You will not be a happy
addition to human company, until you’ve had a good shower.
I can testify to this.
My birdwatcher friends in the county will point out that
there must be many winged Dentonites I have forgotten to
mention. Indeed there are, including hawks, many song birds,
and buzzards. One summer, the latter stripped a pony carcass to the bones in twenty-four hours. The sight of a buzzard floating high on the thermals will make a chicken nervous. You can’t really tell the details at that distance, and you
never know until it’s too late.
So what have we got here? Water, critters, fossils, and of
course, trees. There are oaks, scrubs trees, elms, mulberry
trees, cottonwood, pecan, persimmon, everything you can
think of. You can eat mulberries in the spring, and persimmons in the fall. Two words of caution on the latter. One:
They don’t get ripe until the frost hits them, and you won’t
like an unripe one. Two: If you’re riding a horse under the
persimmon tree, be sure and share. You don’t need to make
an enemy of your transportation, and that’s a good way to do
it. While mentioning plant life, beware of the harmless looking plants that have leaves in threes. Poison ivy and poison
oak can ruin your appreciation of nature.
What does all this add up to? It’s a look at Denton County before the white man came. Surely there was more game
two-hundred years ago, but there are still a few places that
are more or less as they’ve always been. Take a look and
enjoy. It’s all part of our history.
3
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134 Years Old, the Bethel Church Lives on at a New Location
A Treasured Community Landmark
By Cerise Cameron Blair
This is the story of an old church building that refused to
die. It became shabby, unused and basically “unloved.” Its tall,
beautiful steeple fell down and the structure was vacated many
times by several congregations…but it’s amazingly alive and
well today 134 years later. . . As they say, here’s the rest of the
story.
On March 29, 1870 F. M. Frie purchased two acres of land in
Denton County which were set aside for a “school-church”
from the Elisha Smith Survey 1160. A building known as the
Frie Schoolhouse was built at the Northwest corner of that
parcel at what is now Highland Village Road and Farm-toMarker-Road (FM) 407. In 1882 two acres of land on the
South side of that intersection were designated and destined
to become a church. As was the custom whenever there was
no church, the Frie School was used as a church whenever a
minister was present and all denominations were welcome and
attended.
When settlers came to this area, most of the scattered population consisted of farmers and the land was fertile enough to
grow “almost anything” according to one history writer. Wa- ABOVE: The Old Bethel Community Church in its original
ter was available from springs, and settlers eventually dug their location and configuration along FM 407.
PHOTO: DCHC Marker Website
own shallow wells. Windmills became a common sight cross
the area.
cover from a mild back injury.
In 1882 William Crawford built a church on this land to the
Rather than rebuild the tall, pointed steeple, the front of the
south and across FM 407 from the Frie School. In September,
church building was squared off and a small steeple was rebuilt.
1883 a new church was organized there by Rev. M. L. Bullard
(Note: after the church was moved to its present location, two more
with a membership of 14, who adopted the government of the steeples fell off and had to be replaced)
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. (In 2016 and coincidentally,
At about this same time, the Baptist congregation moved to
this land which is just East of Morriss Road is now a large shop- Lewisville and the old building was again vacant although the
ping center containing a non-denominational church and several Baptist church retained ownership for quite a while. At some
businesses and restaurants.)
point, there was a title dispute between the Missionary Baptists
About the same time, the Frie School across the road
and the Presbyterian Church, but the old building and land were
changed its name and the entire community became known as
eventually and finally sold to Grace Presbytery, who had obtained the land covered by the same original Eisha Smith Survey
the Bethel Community.
This church property on the south side of FM 407 was reor- #1160. (Grace Presbytery is the governing body of the Presbyganized in 1890 as The Missionary Baptist Church and reorterian Church in this area of North Texas.)
ganized again about 1927, with students from the Baptist SemiAll the land surrounding the chapel to the south and east
nary in Ft. Worth officiating as ministers. At one point, the
belonged to the Kirkpatrick family when in the summer of 1986,
church was Methodist, so Bethel became a truly Community
the Rev. Robert Hanson and wife, Joann, moved to the area to
establish and develop a new Presbyterian Church. The new
Church. In 1940 the Bethel School moved to Lewisville.
With the start of World War II, history records the old
church congregation became official in September, 1987.
church on FM 407 and many churches in general were left to
Bethel Chapel, still standing, was in very bad condition after
flounder and church doors were closed. In 1945 people in the years of neglect. Once again, a new church community was
area decided to reorganize and form another generally commu- resurrected in the same building, on the same spot, and with the
same strong determination to refurbish the old Chapel building
nity church.
The original building needed a new roof and many repairs.
into a viable church home for yet another congregation.
The beautiful church steeple, designed by William Crawford,
See “Bethel Church” on page 5
was quite tall and very distinctive. Andrew Morriss who owned
In the end, our society will be defined not only
the land surrounding the church was past 70 years old when he
climbed the high steeple to pull off and replace shingles—and
by what we create, but by what we refuse to depromptly fell over 30 feet and onto a pile of old shingles. Lucki- stroy—John Sawhill (1936-2000) late president and
ly, a couple of days in a hospital were all Morriss needed to reCEO of The Nature Conservancy
4
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with the new “family” of felines.
In late February, 1987, the still fairly sturdy old church buildWhat sounds simple so often isn’t and making the old church ing was carefully loaded onto a large trailer and pulled crossusable was not easy, but the Hansons and the new congregation country to its new site at 2100 Kirkpatrick Lane.
were determined to persevere.
The actual move was relatively uneventful.
A number of Presbyterians began to appear for services and
The building was remodeled and an existing addition of two
joined the new congregation. Winter Sunday services were
rooms at the back was completed. A shorter version of the
very “chilly”, according to Rev. Hanson, who used three kerooriginal steeple was installed in mid-1989 as previously indicatsene heaters on more than one occasion to warm the old builded. Bethel Chapel stands on this land today, having finally found
ing. His wife Joann recalls bringing several crocheted afghans
a permanent home. A Texas Historical Commission marker
for use by those who sought to stay warm in the drafty old
outside records its history.
building.
Trinity Presbyterian Church loves the old chapel and takes
The sale of the property stipulated that the old church buildunwavering good care to keep it in top-notch condition. It has
ing had to be moved within 60 days of the property’s closing.
often been the site of church member weddings. Despite many
By this time there were often approximately 100 members atrequests to use the chapel, the church prefers to restrict its use
tending services. This carried another set of challenges.
in the hope that the old Bethel Chapel will still be as lovely a
hundred years from now as it is after 134 years of almost continuous use.

Bethel Church, continued from page 4

On the road—the old church building heads to its
new home on Kirkpatrick Lane.
Photo: Courtesy of Rev. Bob Hanson

Prior to this, Grace Presbytery had purchased property at the
corner of Morriss Road and Kirkpatrick Lane in Flower Mound
for future expansion. Between that location and FM 407, where
the old church building long stood, was entirely open land. Today this whole area is totally covered by more shopping center,
several streets, churches and many sizeable private homes.
Engineers were brought in to do a study; could the old 95-yearold building even withstand a move? However, good news prevailed, and professional “house” movers were hired to prepare
for the relocation.
Just as the building was being stripped of much of its inside
flooring, etc. another event transpired inside when a mother cat
moved in and gave birth to 8 tiny kittens! History does not
record what happened to the kitties, but just the fact that the
birth was recorded in several places gives hope that all was well

The 134-year-old church continues to serve the area
formerly known as Bethel, now the Flower Mound
and Highland Village municipalities in southern Denton County. Photo: DCHC marker website.

Trivia Answer:

The Denton County Poor Farm was located on the north side of Mingo Road, between
Laney and Collins Roads in the Cooper Creek & Mingo communities. A Poor Farm Cemetery, abandoned
and bare of any signs of its existence was/is near the Laney Road southwestern boundary of the farm; the
markers removed after the property’s sale to a private party in 1949.
5
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Denton County Celebrates 170th Anniversary;
THC Marker Dedicated for Edna W. Trigg
On a cool and sunny Saturday in April,
people passing the Denton County Courthouse-on-the Square (CHOS) likely did a
double take and may have experienced
fleeting thoughts of a time warp. On the
northeast corner was an old farm wagon;
nearby a young person washed clothes with
an old scrubbing board—a hand-operated
wringer to the side; another youngster
cranked the handle of an ancient device,
shelling corn; a teepee soared high a few
yards away; John B. Denton was spied
strolling the grounds.
Wait, what? Actually it was the celebration of the 170th anniversary of Denton
County’s formation. Inside the CHOS spinning wheel demonstrations, a film of Denton from over 100 years ago and even a talk
by old John B. himself kept visitors entertained.
In conjunction with the celebration, a
Texas Historical Commission marker commemorating the contributions of Denton
County Home Demonstration agent Edna
W. Trigg, the first female county agent in
Texas, was unveiled. Several Trigg descendants were in attendance and took part in
the marker’s dedication. —DJ Taylor

LEFT:
John B.
Denton
(Shaun
Treat)
does a little
fact checking of the
book, John
B. Denton,
with the
author,
Nita Thurman.
Photo: Melissa
Carr.

RIGHT:
Debbie
Johnson,
greatgranddaught
er of
Edna
Trigg
Photo: Judy
Clements

FAR RIGHT: Connie Baker & Lee J.
Capps man the 1935 Peter Pirsch fire
truck.
Photo: Judy Clements

BELOW: John B. Denton (Shaun Treat)
regales the listeners with stories from
his adventurous life.
Photo: Melissa Carr

ABOVE: (L-R) Edna Trigg's great-granddaughters Barbara Smith,
Cindy Johnson and Debbie Johnson; great-grandson Mike Trigg;
Pati Haworth, widow of Edna's grandson Cone Johnson; great-greatgranddaughter Gina Maceo Ross and great-great-grandson Vic Maceo.
Photo: Judy Clements
6

DCHC Retrospect Summer 2016

Ms. Alma Clark: Sharing the Quakertown Story
make way for my new
home.”
After the tours, when the
docents gather in the back
room, they are delighted to
see Ms. Clark in their midst
and greet her with applause.
Volunteer Marilyn Stevens
knows she makes a difference. “She provides us with
a real life story. Ms. Clark
offers us so much. She actually talked to someone who
lived in Quakertown and
knows the real stories. She’s
a treasure.”
Alma Clark also helped
volunteer Karyn Blucker
with a Traveling Museum
presentation for 5th graders
at Dorothy Atkins Elementary School. “I love seeing
what the kids say in the
classroom. The students are very attentive.” Ms. Clark is looking forward to traveling to more schools during the coming
school year.
The stories are real, and they aren’t always pretty, but Ms.
Clark knows they will help further understanding. “I only regret
that my husband did not have the opportunity to see all of this
now. It took such a toll on him. I just hope my children and
others can know the Quakertown Story.”

By Gretel L’Heureux
The Denton County Office of History & Culture is fortunate
to have Ms. Alma Clark as a partner in education. Because of
her late husband’s ties to Quakertown, she is able to relay stories about the relocation of the Quakertown community when
the residents were forced to move to make way for Denton’s
first park in 1921.
“I am glad the Quakertown story resurfaced,” she says. She
credits author Michelle Glaze for researching and writing “The
Quakertown Story” which brought the story to light in 1991.
“My husband was interviewed by her before he died in 1991.”
Ms. Clark especially likes the fact that Michelle Glaze listed all of
Quakertown’s inhabitants. She sees her husband’s parent’s
names and their house address at 818 Terry Street. “Growing
up there, he was devastated when the Quakertown community
had to be moved.”
Now, Ms. Clark, who is 88 years old, helps with “Then &
Now” tours and “White Lilacs” tours at the Denton County Historical Park where one of the remaining Quakertown houses is
located. The White Lilacs tour is based on a historical fiction
book about Quakertown written by Carolyn Meyer who was
inspired by Michelle Glaze’s account of this unique period in
local history.
While docent Billie Mohair presents the main facts during the
school tours, she turns to Ms. Clark for the personal photos
and stories to share with the groups of elementary and middle
school students who come through the Denton County Historical Park. “This is my husband’s mother,” she tells the school
children as she holds up her picture. “And here’s a picture of
the Quakertown house I lived in when I first moved to Denton
in 1962. I lived in it for 44 years until it was demolished to

Flower Mound Girl Scouts win Bronze Award for Cabin Efforts
On May 24, Girl Scouts Junior Troop 4007 earned their
Bronze Award for raising awareness of the Gibson-Grant Log
Cabin in Flower Mound. To receive their bronze award, the
highest award given to Junior Girl Scouts, the girls needed to
complete 20 hours of work on a community project.

After learning about the log cabin discovery just down the
street from their school, Liberty Elementary School, the Girl
Scouts knew they had their project. The girls held a fundraiser
called Cabin-Aid and gave tours of the cabin located at 4801
Quail Run Drive.
The girls also filmed a short informational video highlighting
the past, present, and future plans for the cabin. In the informational video, the Girl Scouts interviewed OHC Director Peggy
Riddle, Flower Mound Mayor Tom Hayden, Flower Mound Historian Mark Glover, and local land developer Curtis Grant
about their role with the Gibson-Grant Log Cabin.
As plans for the cabin begin to unfold, the Girl Scouts’ video
can be used for future school and public tours. —Kelsey Jistel

LEFT: Girl Scout Junior Troop 4007 with their Bronze
Award certificates. Pictured left to right: Saige Lewis,
OHC Director Peggy Riddle, Jordan Flint, Maggie
Fogle, Troop Leader Jamie Bigelow, Sydney Chamberlin, Ashley Crosier, Troop Leader Jodie Flint, and
Maddy Bigelow.
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Denton County Hooch History
By Shaun Treat, Ph.D.

“This issue has been one upon which the people of Denton County have often divided and the only real county
issue before our people,” E.F. Bates soberly noted in his
1918 History and Reminiscences of Denton County, published mere months before ratification of the 18th Amendment would institute Prohibition. True enough, perhaps,
but Denton also has a history of hooch that has often been
omitted or neglected.
In fact, much of our earliest history in Denton County
was written with liquor at the ready. Even before there
was a Denton County in 1846, the Peters Colony settlements included Germans and Europeans who brought old
world distilling practices with them alongside moonshining
transplants from Kentucky and Appalachia. Mike Cochran’s
research into the apocryphal legends of circuit-riding minister John B. Denton has uncovered an infamous sermon
attributed to him that preaches “the liquor which God, The
Eternal, brews for all his children” in “the beverage of
health-giving water… gleaming in the dew drop, singing in
the summer rain.” Yet during at least one of the frontier
court sessions held at Alton in the mid-1800s, according to
a “Sketch of Denton County” from 1880, the traveling
judge abruptly ordered the sheriff to adjourn his court “to
the next civilized county” once the eight Spanish gourds of
whiskey ordered from Bonham for the occasion were depleted. When the Old Alton split-rail cabin courthouse was
ceremoniously burned as officials prepared to relocate the
county seat to the newly created town of Denton, the
elected officers reportedly celebrated with toasts of frothy
Tom & Jerry seasonal cocktails.
Indeed, among the earliest businesses to make the
move from Old Alton to the new Denton township in 1857
was Alec Brown’s Saloon, relocated to the center of the
Square’s west side, which had been quenching local thirst
since at least 1853. “Steve Hyett opened another drinking
center with an adjoining ten-pin alley,” a 1976 DRC article
recalled, “and the gush of local saloons began.” Barely deterred by the Civil War, or perhaps spurned on by it, this
booze boom grew with wild frontier Denton as entrepreneurs like the Paschall Brothers imported liquor with their
staple goods. As one early ad promised: “When the hot
summer days are on us, G. H. Wells offers a cool resort for
all pleasure lovers, and will be ready at all times to extend
those courtesies which are natural between gentlemen.”
Bates’ book, however, gives an amusing anecdote of Denton County Sheriff W.F. ‘Dad’ Egan attempting to organize
a volunteer militia in 1871 that deteriorated into the misadventures of day-drinking locals. By 1890, F.M Craddock’s

PHOTO: These “still guards” monitor a wildcat still somewhere near Aubrey, photo courtesy of the Bouncer Goin collection.

Saloon on the south side of the Denton Square boasted in
the business directory “an elegant assortment of fine old
whiskies, wines, liquors, cigars and tobaccos” along with
“elegant bar fixtures, cabinets, and a separate pool and
billiard room,” since “a thriving city like our own would not
be complete without a mention of the pleasure resorts
which lend enjoyment to our citizens and traveling public.”
Such high-end businesses in town, however, had plenty of
competition from rural moonshine operations. The Sand
Town Settlement near Clear Branch Creek had a small
steam mill operating by the close of the Civil War, as well
as a “stillhouse” run by William Daniels “known at a great
distance” for it’s “White Mule Whiskey, which was the
fighting kind and a great annoyance to the settlement.”
Little wonder, then, that the infamous 1880s Texas outlaw
Sam Bass frequented many of the saloons of Denton County. There are stories in Pilot Point and Roanoke of Bass
shooting his way out saloon windows to avoid capture,
and a drunken dare on the Denton Square at the Lacy
House Hotel against railroad Pinkerton men that earned
him notoriety.
See “Hooch” on page 9
8
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Hooch, continued from page 8
The available natural
resources and Texas
climate made the area
ideal for distilling spirits. In the late 1800s,
there were 14 government distilleries operating in North Texas,
including A. Coffee’s
still at Spring Hill and
another legal
operation owned by
Brown & Smith near
Aubrey. As the railroads were built up,
PHOTO: Funeral procession of Judge Austin, west side of the Denton Square in front of saloon (arrow),
laborers in Sanger tell 1888. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth12608/?q=denton%20square%20funeral
of receiving a ladle-full
of whiskey at the end of a day’s work.
and since Reconstruction it would become a recurring
During the numerous economic recessions and market lightning rod topic animating Denton politics over the following decades in a constant tug-of-war. Denton’s first
slumps at the turn of the century, moonshining became
an attractive entrepreneurial activity for “wet farmers” in special election was in 1877, with 716 votes against prohithe region. The most famous moonshine in Denton Coun- bition and 583 in favor. In 1885 the tables had turned as
there were 1,516 in favor and 1,346 against, although
ty into the turn of the century, according to numerous
sources, was the legendary “Fruit Jar Junction” known as Bates notes the resulting laws “were not well enforced.”
Aubrey. As Charlotte Mooneyham has already wonderfully Just two years later, another vote resulted in 1,354 votes
against prohibition and a mere 496 votes to maintain the
written about in our 2015 Fall RETROSPECT, Aubrey’s
“Fruit Jar Junction” train stop was well-known as a depot ban. Prohibition returned in 1902, winning by a mere 117
for the tastiest hooch in NTX. That maybe explains why a votes, and a 1911 statewide ban was voted in by a margin
of 801 votes out of 4,341 total ballots even before the
young Clyde Barrow ventured up here with his brother
Buck to fill their belts with bootleg liquor before drunken- 18th Amendment of 1919 imposed nation-wide Prohibition. Yet even after the 21st Amendment ended Prohibily snatching the safe of Denton’s Motor Mark Garage.
Bonnie busted Clyde out of jail months later to begin their tion, various “Blue Laws” continued to make a confusing
mess of Texas liquor laws. The 1970s brought a renewed
crime spree, but even on the run they would find thempush to change legislation for beer and wine, but it wasn’t
selves back in hooch-filled rural hideouts around North
until 2014 that Denton would again vote liquor into its city
Texas.
limits.
Of course, the numerous “Local Option” elections for
Even this brief survey of Denton’s Hooch History shows
making Denton County wet or dry over the years had little
a
fascinating
past every bit as interesting as the people
impact on the availability of spirits, even if the legality of
populating our county.
booze did impact its asking price. The Prohibition issue
pitted Temperance Teetotalers against Denton Drinkers,

Upcoming Exhibits and Events

On Tuesday September 13th the Denton County Office of History & Culture will open two
new exhibits. The main gallery will feature an exhibit on higher education in Denton County and
to kick off Hispanic Heritage Month, the second and third floor hallways will feature Border Studies, a traveling exhibit from Humanities Texas.
An opening reception will be held Tuesday morning following Commissioner’s Court.
9
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The Christal House Celebrated as Registered Historic Landmark
On Saturday, June 4, the Christal House on West Oak Street was the second structure awarded Registered Texas Historic
Landmark status in Denton that day; immediately after the ceremony for Denton’s 1927 City Hall. Annetta Ramsay and Randy
Hunt, owners of the home, hosted the unveiling of the Texas Historical Commission marker and an open house that followed.
The beautiful house, built in the High Victorian Italian Villa style, was built by cowboy-turned- banker Jim Christal in 1906, and
constructed by Frank Craft, well-known Denton builder of many of the fine homes in the Oak-Hickory Historic District.

ABOVE: Home owners Randy Hunt and Annetta Ramsay pose
in front of the Christal House next to the THC marker.

Madeline Clites of the Texas Historical Commission speaks at the dedication ceremony
for the Christal House.

Left: Denton County Historical Commission Chair Charlotte Mooneyham
speaks at the Christal House dedication as interim Marker Chair Chuck
Voellinger looks on.
All photos by Judy Clements
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Denton Celebrates Registered Historic Landmark
Designation for its 1927 City Hall
After a week of rain, the clouds cleared and the crowd cheered on June 4 at the ceremony dedicating Denton’s 1927 City
Hall—now City Hall West—as a Registered Texas Historical Landmark (RTHL) and the unveiling of its Texas Historical Commission marker.
Designed by the prominent Fort Worth architectural firm Van Slyke and Woodruff, the building features a Spanish Renaissance
style popular in the Southwest during the 1920s. The building was dedicated on October 8, 1927 in a ceremony attended by
many elected officials, including Texas Governor Dan Moody.
Denton Mayor Chris Watts and members of the Denton city council were part of a crowd of 100. Madeline Clites of the Texas Historical Commission read the marker’s inscription after it was unveiled by Denton County Historical Commission Chair,
Charlotte Mooneyham and Denton Preservation Officer, Roman McAllen.

ABOVE: Chuck Voellinger, who wrote the historical narrative; Beth Stribling, former chair of the
Marker Committee; and Denton Mayor Chris
Watts, accepting for the City of Denton, received
Certificates of Appreciation from the Denton
County Historical Commission.

ABOVE, L-R: City Council member Kathleen Wazny; Denton Preservation Officer Roman McAllen; Council member Keely Briggs; Council
member Dalton Gregory; Denton Historic Landmark Commission
member Alyssa Stevenson; Denton Mayor Chris Watts, and Denton
Historic Landmark Commission member Michelle Lynn.

LEFT: DCHC Members, L-R: Donna Morris, Charlotte
Mooneyham, Connie
Baker, Steve Lucas,
Chuck Voellinger,
Beth Stribling, DJ Taylor, Peggy Capps, Bill
Coleman, Judy Clements, Lloyd Webb &
Roman McAllen
All Photos by Judy Clements &
Elise Clements
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100 Years Ago, Local Advertising Enticed Shoppers
Oh, the things we cannot live without! The advertising world has always lured the shopper to spend
here, rather than there. These sample ads from
1916 editions of the Denton Record-Chronicle give
us a little taste of how the marketing of goods has
changed over the past 100 years—not to mention the
prices. Although it is difficult to read, the price on
that new Dodge Brothers Motor Car is $785; not bad.
And how about those $10 suits at Jarrell-Evans Dry
Goods Co.?
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DCHC Pair Make Presentation at Historic Bridge Symposium
On June 4th, through the support of the Denton County
Historical Commission, DCHC members Tim and Morgan
Gieringer presented a poster titled “Preserving Historic Texas Bridges: a Model for Cooperative Preservation” at the
25th Historic Bridge Symposium held in conjunction with the
annual Society for Industrial Archaeology (SIA) conference in
Kansas City, Missouri.
The symposium is run by the Historic Bridge Foundation
(http://historicbridgefoundation.com) based in Austin. Tim
Gieringer was in contact with the director, who is quite familiar with the efforts underway in Denton County to save
our historic bridges, before submitting a presentation proposal and was strongly encouraged to participate. SIA is an
international organization for individuals and groups interested in documenting and preserving industrial history. The
poster was a collaborative effort between Tim, Morgan, and
fellow Historical Research and Marker Committee member
Rachel Crowe. (Poster presentations at academic conferences allow presenters to display project information during
a “poster session” and to interact with conference attendees
in an informal way.) The poster included four sections which
described background information on the historic bridge
program in Denton County; historical bridge research and
the creation of historical markers; promotion of the project
and use of GIS to create a tour application; and examples of
ways in which historical bridges have been reused in the
county.
The poster received an overwhelmingly positive response
from attendees and the presenters were able to meet people
from all across the United States, as well as a few fellow Texans. Since returning home the presenters have even received
an email from an attendee from New York that saw the
poster and wanted to pass on some information. When not
manning the poster table, Tim and Morgan were able to at-

tend presentations by some very serious historic bridge enthusiasts on topics ranging from research and restoration
work to materials analysis. The preservation of concrete
bridges was a popular topic of discussion at this conference,
as was the historical significance of industrial history. Tim
and Morgan were inspired by the fascinating new information
they learned at this conference and look forward to sharing
what they have learned. They would like to thank everyone
for their support and look forward to answering any questions from commission members.
—Tim Gieringer

Morgan Gieringer with the Denton County bridge
poster.
Photo by Tim Gieringer

Denton and Denton County Symbols: 1896 Courthouse & the 1927 City Hall
By Dr. Charlotte Mooneyham
The Courthouse and City Hall symbolize Denton, not the first
and certainly not the last courthouse and city hall in these days
of rapid growth but these buildings are iconic symbols of beloved Denton. Picture coming to Denton down Mingo Road in
1911 with the courthouse framed on the horizon, the horse pulling the wagon toward downtown, toward the county seat, toward where business was transacted and supplies were available. Records were stored in Denton, disputes settled, couples
married, all legal transactions were there along with the county
jail. The last business transaction with the county was and is a
death certificate. 21st century government may look different
but these Denton buildings symbolize the core values and purposes of Denton: order, protection, and representation. The
definition of Denton, the ethos of Denton, is reflected by these

iconic buildings. Citizens of the county and city thank our government officials for leading and guiding to better futures by
looking in part to the courage and efforts of the past. These
buildings define and inspire.
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The Clifton and Nadene Irick Museum
Opens in Pilot Point
On May 14th The Clifton and Nadene Irick Museum of Pilot Point opened its doors. Staff at the Office of History & Culture worked closely with the
Pilot Point Museum Committee to bring their vision
to life.
The new museum features an exhibit highlighting
Pilot Point’s historic landmarks, including local
schools, the city’s publishing industry, local churches, and Rest Cottage, a home for unwed mothers
operated by the Church of the Nazarene. Photographs line the walls and a John Deere tractor sits
as the centerpiece. Jay Melugin, chair of the committee, worked closely with Clifton Irick before his
death to collect the city’s history.
Over twenty years of collecting artifacts, archival material, and oral histories has come together with the opening
of the new museum.
The Clifton and Nadene Irick Museum, 201 S. Jefferson
St., is open:
Saturday
11 AM – 3 PM
Sunday
1 PM – 3PM
Or by appointment at 940-293-7434

OHC Volunteer Appreciation
Every year in April, the Office of History & Culture recognizes the hard work and dedication of our volunteers
with a Volunteer Appreciation Ceremony. Over the past
year our volunteers have dedicated 4,949 hours of work
through docent shifts, helping at events, presenting traveling museums, giving group and school tours, and entering
data into our collections database. Last year we introduced the “100 Club” which recognizes individual volunteers with over 100 hours of service. Newest members
of the 100 Club include: Nathalie Gounaud, Carol Foley, Kathy Fielder, Ashley Davis, Barbara Winch, Jerry Alexander, Adam Morrell, Carol Hilton, Karyn Blucker, Martin Matheny, Mindy Anderson, Billie Mohair, and Jim
McLaren. Returning members include: Effie McQueen,
Johnny Guest, Bill James, Shaun Treat, and Paul McCoig.
This year’s special award of Volunteer of the Year went
to Marilyn Stevens who gave 265 hours! Marilyn enjoys
her weekly docent shift at the Denton County Historical
Park, meeting with Tea & History once a month, and helping with school tours.
—Kelsey Jistel, OHC
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OHC Plans 2016-17 Youth
Advisory Council for Students
The Denton County Office of History & Culture is
seeking high school juniors to join the 2016-17 Youth
Advisory Council.
The Youth Advisory Council is an opportunity for students to work together to discuss and engage in local
history in new and interesting ways. The students will
participate in various monthly group activities and special
projects to learn more about local history and the community in which they live.
These hands-on projects will range from working with
digital media through websites like HistoryPin, photography, oral history interviews and performance. Projects
will be structured around the students’ interests. Students will have opportunities to work with materials
from the museums’ collections and visit historic sites
throughout the county.
If students are interested in applying, they should email
the Museum Services Coordinator at:
Kelsey.Jistel@dentoncounty.com for application materials.
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Preserve America Youth Summit, Next Generation Stewards
By Judy Clements
Two Denton High School freshman students, Greyson Harris
and Elise Clements were among 58 students from across the
state of Texas who were accepted to attend the Preserve
America Youth Summit held in The Hill Country June 7-10.
The Preserve America Youth Summit is a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting locally based conservation, preservation and educational service programs that empower individuals to positively impact their lives, their communities and the
environment. The Mission of the Preserve America Youth Summits is to provide engaging, on-site, interactive learning experiences for students and educators which engage them in the
study of historic preservation, conservation, and heritage tourism issues with the primary goal of motivating them to become
future stewards of historic communities, sites and land, shape
policy at the local state and national level, and provide a lasting
impact on communities for generations to come.
This year the students explored the history of Fredericksburg,
which included a trip to the National Museum of the Pacific
War. While at the Lyndon B. Johnson State Park, they visited
the Sauer-Beckmann Farmstead, a living history farm. They completed service projects of painting fences, lawn maintenance, and
tree surveys at the Lyndon B. Johnson Historic Park. Later that
day they enjoyed a picnic dinner of BBQ at the Texas White
House. They also traveled to Johnson City to see the boyhood
home of LBJ, then to Austin to tour the LBJ Presidential Library
and the State Capital.
The group completed the summit with a town hall meeting
held at the Texas State Capital with a panel of regional, state
and federal leaders which included Texas Historical Commission
Executive Director, Mark Wolfe.
Both students spoke to the panel. Elise suggested holding mini
camps or mini summits where kids could see what
life was like in the past so they can get a hands on experience.

The Congress finds and declares
that (a) the spirit and direction of the
Nation are founded upon and reflected
in its historic heritage; (b) the historical and cultural foundations of the Nation should be preserved as a living
part of our community life and development in order to give a sense of orientation to the American people...
—Preamble to the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966

Elise Clements, Texas Historical Commission Executive
Director Mark Wolfe and Greyson Harris Photo: Judy Clements
Greyson opened his comment with, Is it Quick? Is it Easy? Is it
efficient? His suggestion was to create a blog with a list of interesting facts and locations that would draw people in that normally don’t take the time to see certain sites because they
thought it would take too much time.
At the conclusion of the summit, Greyson Harris was one of
6 students who was presented with a Leadership Award.
Our nation will celebrate two notable anniversaries this year.
The National Park Service will turn 100 on August 25, 2016 and
The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 was signed by
President Lyndon Baines Johnson 50 years ago on October 15,
1966.

100 Years Ago
Denton County Fair Queen Chosen
Miss Grace McMurtry has been chosen Queen of the
Denton County Fair which begins at Sanger on Monday
September 25 and continues to September 30.
—Dallas Morning News, 9-24-1916

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 3: Independence Day Celeb., Community Park, Roanoke
July 4: Denton Kiwanis Club Fireworks Show, Apogee Stadium
July 4: Lewisville Fireworks Show, south of Vista Ridge Mall
July 4: July Jubilee, Little Elm Park Amphitheater
August 16-27: North Texas Fair & Rodeo
September 17: Denton Blues Festival, Quakertown Park
September 23: Western Days, Lewisville
September 24: Justin Fun Days
15
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Denton County Historical
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Phone:940.349.2860
Email: Roslyn.Shelton@dentoncounty.com
Courthouse-on-the-Square
110 West Hickory Street
Denton TX 76201-4168
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Denton County Historical Commission
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Recording Secretary, Connie Baker
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At-Large-Members:
Jesse Davis
Steve Lucas
Donna Morris
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Denton County
Historical Commission
Will NOT meet
during July or August

Rynell Novak
and a host of contributors

NEXT MEETING:

Permission for reprint is authorized provided
Retrospect and the author are credited

September 1, 2016
3:00 p.m.
2nd Floor
Commissioner Court Room
Courthouse-on-the-Square

We Want to Hear From You!
Let us know what you like or dislike about Retrospect.
What would you like to see more of...or less of?
Have a story idea? Want to submit an article?
Contact us: DJ Taylor (940) 368-1816
or email: djtaylortx@centurylink.net
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Visitors Welcome!

