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Bernard, Milam, Brown and Kelsoe.
What comes to mind when you hear that?
A law firm?
Or, how about Independence, Liberty,
Harmony and Friendship? Sounds a bit
like an idealist philosophy, don’t you think?
The answer to both is that they were all
names of Denton County rural, or common, schools that operated from the
1870s into the 20th century. Some rural
schools lasted into the 1960s, but most
were gone by the 1950s. Many show up
as “communities” in the old county newspapers’ community reports from that era, as
ABOVE: The Christal School, now in Ponder’s Eddie
Duessen, Jr. Park, was typical of the one-room schoolhouses
the school location best identified the surfrom the late 1800s.
Photo: DJ Taylor
rounding unincorporated area.
Education has been at the forefront in the
The 1876 Texas Constitution came at the end of the
thoughts of Texas inhabitants for nearly 200 years. In
Reconstruction
era. Its importance to education was
1824, when Mexico won independence from Spain, a
the
setting
aside
of 45 million acres of public domain
cornerstone of the new constitution called for public
for
the
support
of
public schools. Counties were given
education of its citizens, including those of what is now
designated
areas
from
which their schools would reTexas. When Texas declared independence in 1836,
ceive
revenue
when
the
portions of the area were
they listed the failure of the Mexican government “to
sold.
Denton
County’s
“school
lands” were south of
establish any public system of education, although posWichita
Falls.
sessed of almost boundless resources…”
The late 1870s saw the rise of the rural schools in
But financing public education and putting it into
our
county, as well as in Texas. The custom for those
practice seemed to be wholly apart from the lofty ideal
wishing
a school in certain areas was to dedicate by
of educating the children of Texas. Most early schools
means
of
gift, or sale for a minimal amount, to the
in the state, including those in Denton County, were
county
a
portion
of land for a schoolhouse to be built.
begun through the efforts of small individual groups
The
first
one
on
record
in Denton County is a deed
who set up classrooms in whatever building could be
from
M.
C.
Castin,
dedicating
one-and-one-half acre
used for teaching (many were Masonic meeting halls
from
the
Spencer
Graham
Survey
for a school on Januthat also served the public as a place of worship). The
ary
27,
1877.
The
school
became
known as the Grateacher was usually someone possessed with the funham
School
at
what
is
now
Argyle
and was adjacent to
damental skills to teach the youngsters how to read
the
Graham-Argyle
Cemetery
on
Country
Club Road.
and write, along with some mathematical aptitude
As
with
all
early
rural
schools,
the
locals
were
responthrown in. The teachers were hired and paid by funds
sible for the materials and construction of the
from the students’ families—no state or county funds
See “Early Schools” on page 11
available.

TRIVIA: By 1900, Denton had a number of flour mills in operation, most notably the
Alliance Mill. But which was the first and where was it located?

For answer, see page 9
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A Message from DCHC Chair, Dr. Charlotte Mooneyham—

Denton, Where the Past Walks and the Walls Talk
Powerful places, buildings and structures can be so
enduring and so defining that personalities and character seem to be a part of those inanimate structures. Denton County is such a place where institutions of learning walk the streets with the citizens,
visit the merchants, and gather at the Courthouse on
the Square. Denton County is a county strengthened by schools with an overlay of university influence. The universities, Texas Woman’s University
and The University of North Texas, define Denton.
From the last decade of the 19th Century to the beginning of the 21st Century, these campuses brought
art, literature, mathematics, and science to the county.
Part of the enduring strength and presence of Denton County comes from the schools throughout the
county. Public schools where learning is possible for
all, where integrity and character are formed, where
compassion and help abide, where communities still
connect. Sweet historical structures preserved in
Green Valley, Bloomfield, and others are reminders
of a dedication to the citizens of Denton County. Education matters and is available to all. Education is
power, the power to shape one’s own life and lift
others up. DJ Taylor talks about some of the very
first schools in this edition of Retrospect.
Benton Staley, former Frisco mayor, told students
that schools were established before towns and the
towns or cities of the future were often about 5
miles apart because they grew up around the
schools. Five miles was the maximum distance that a
child might reasonably walk to and from school between dawn and dusk. Even if a child was lucky
enough to ride a horse, that distance was not covered quickly. The early schools were often the cen-

ters of communities. When communities gathered
for celebrations, the school house was used. School
houses and universities still unite.
How many cities and counties have university artists, scientists, and historians in residence? Scholars
and artists continue to enrich and have enriched
Denton. My mother heard John Philip Sousa perform
on the TWU campus in the thirties and in the fifties I
watched the Royal Danish ballet on campus. From
formal teas to applied science, the universities are
part of Denton. The Environmental Science building
on the UNT campus, the chemistry of nutrition, the
poetry of mankind and the history of the ages are
part of daily Denton doings. TWU helped research
food preservation for a trip to the moon and UNT
can turn the stars in the sky via their planetarium to
past centuries and seasons. The music of UNT and
TWU, the dancers, the writers and actors are a continuous backdrop to the everyday lives of county residents. Joined by NCTC at the Corinth Campus,
these places of higher learning do elevate and their
presence is indeed, Dentoning, in a Denton County
way. Descendants of Denton County express a feeling of the lessons from the schools; the universities
and the one room school houses. On the streets
downtown, on the farms, and in homes humble and
majestic, the past walks with the present. The
schools permeate the county and no one walks here
without feeling the presence of the places of learning.
We are not who we were nor who we will be; but daily
becoming. Unique Denton County, ever better, is
more than can easily be defined. To feel the county:
visit the structures, know the universities, find the
schools, and meet them on the courthouse square
where the walls talk.

“Education is simply the soul of a society as it
passes from one generation to another.”
—G. K. Chesterton
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Legends Meet History at the Mound
By Cerise Cameron Blair

What would a story of something as renown as The
Flower Mound be without the folklore that precedes its
history – especially when a fair amount of that history
is well documented?
The area is the beginning of the of the US western
prairie. This point east is known as the Cross Timbers,
and Denton County sits astraddle the very eastern
edge of the end of the timbers and the beginning of the
grasslands.
Those grasslands were the very thing that made the
migration from this point on to America’s west possible. They have provided food for the animals to graze
for hundreds of years. It is an ecosystem estimated to
be several thousand years old. A grassland such as exists on The Mound may support as many as two hundred varieties of wildflowers. In a period of little or no
rain, wildflowers may die above the ground but their
roots become prolific below ground level. Some controlled burning helps maintain the viability of the grassland.
It is known that several American Indian tribes – such as the
Wichita’s and the Comanche’s – flourished in this area. Both
large and small animals existed such as bison, elk, deer and even
bear, javelina, prairie chickens and grouse preceded the settlers
to the area and made this a lush hunting ground and food source
for the Indians.
Early settlers were told The Mound was a sacred burial site
for the Indians. It is said that the Wichita’s custom was to bury
their dead in shallow graves on hilltops. The Mound is the highest point adjacent to known Indian camps and it is still believed
it may contain ancient burial grounds; however, this has never
been proven.
Prior to 1836, before most settlers began arriving, the area
was part of Mexico. After Texas won independence a few settlers began moving in to what was then part of Fannin County.
By the early 1840s immigration was encouraged and W. S. Peters formed the Peters Colony. Many potential farm settlers
soon began their move to claim land grants.
Once methods to plow ground were developed to help farm,
preserving the grasslands became a new and important focus as
prairie grass, such as grows today on the Mound. This grass not
only didn’t need to be plowed but must not be plowed, if it is
to be perpetuated and left to re-establish the prairie’s protection.
Ownership of The Flower Mound
John R. Wiswell (and wife Edy) and family of 5 children arrived
from Illinois in 1844. (To fulfill their bargain, they built a home,
fence and cultivated 15 acres and lived there 3 years. The
Mound was on the southern edge of their property. After
Wiswell died, Edy married twice more, first to Burnett Doen,
who died in1854; she then married again to a Mr. Higgins. It
should be noted that a widowed woman with children lived every day in grave danger and multiple marriages were not uncommon for widows. No gravesites of any of these early settlers
have been found.

“The Mound”

photo: flowermoundfamily.com

In December, 1857 Edy (Wiswell) Higgins and children (John
and Henry) sold their shares of their grant to George Beavers
(wife Hattie Owen) from Tennessee. Then in August 1872
George and Hattie Beavers purchased another of Wiswell’s
tract. Throughout several years the Beavers descendants—
primarily George and Hattie—acquired most of the surrounding
land. George Beavers was a prominent resident and citizen, and
one of the principal founders of the Flower Mound Presbyterian
Church in 1854 and also the Donald Academy, just north of The
Mound. Beavers died in 1905; many of his descendants remain
in the area today.
The church carries its original name and still functions. The
cemetery surrounding the old church is active today and is estimated to contain some 2,000 graves and 450 markers. Many of
the graves are those of the original settlers in the vicinity of The
Mound.
Another family, the Alexanders, came to the area in 1884
from Alabama and owned the home closest to The Mound.
Their family members are also buried at the old nearby Church
cemetery.
In the late 19th century the land around and including The
Mound was known as Long Prairie. (2499 today also carries the
name Long Prairie Road.)
The next owners of note were Ray and wife Charlie Fay
Lester, who moved to Lewisville in 1906. The Lester family operated a grocery store in Lewisville and owned The Mound for
42 years.
During all that time all the owners saved The Mound as a never to be plowed hay meadow.
In the early 1950s the prominent Marcus family bought a sizeable portion of Denton County. Edward was Chairman of the
Board and with his brother Stanley were owners of Dallas’
famed Neiman-Marcus department store.
Edward Marcus’ Black Mark Farms encompassed nearly 4,000
acres of the Southern part of Denton County. A name that
See “The Mound” on page 7
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Voices from the Past, Voices for the Future:
Higher Education’s Impact on Denton County
On Tuesday September 13th the Denton County Office of History & Culture opened a new exhibit highlighting higher education in Denton County and its impact on the community. The
exhibit titled, V oices from the Past, V oices for the Future: Higher
Education’s Impact on Denton County features artifacts and photos from the University of North Texas, Texas Woman’s University, and North Central Texas College.

make Denton County a truly unique place.
Robin Jett, instructor of history at North Central Texas College
and a graduate from both the University of North Texas and Texas Woman’s University, was tasked over the summer to research,
write, and design this exhibit in conjunction with the staff of the
Denton Office of History and Culture.
All exhibits and lectures are free and open to the public. The
courthouse has handicapped parking and accessibility through the
north entrance. The Denton County Courthouse-on-the-Square is
located at 110 W. Hickory in Denton, TX.
—OHC
“Education

is our passport to the future; for
tomorrow belongs to those that prepare for it
today.”
-El Hajj Malik Shabazz (Malcolm X)

ABOVE: North Texas State University (now University of North Texas) students cheer at a 1970 football
game in this display.
Denton County is a major destination for college-bound students, boasting three institutions of higher education. It was not
chance that brought them to Denton. Building the campuses and
the spirit of what became the University of North Texas, Texas
Woman’s University, and North Central Texas College took the
courage and conviction of the entire community. The voices of
the citizens and the voices of the students have combined to

ABOVE & BELOW: Portions of the exhibit highlighting higher education at the Courthouse-on-theSquare Museum

ABOVE: An interactive display in the Courthouse
Museum.
All photos on this page by Kelsey Jistel

The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you. —BB King
4
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Hispanic Heritage Festival Headlines
Hispanic Heritage Month in Denton County

ABOVE: The Denton County Commissioners Court proclaimed September 15-October 15
as Hispanic Heritage Month at the September 13 meeting of the court. —Photo by Joe Duncan, OHC
Vendor booths representing Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Puerto Rico,
Spain, Venezuela, Tejano, the Mexican city of Muzquiz, and Denton LULAC Council 4366. The booths are to educate and inform visitors about our diverse Hispanic/Latino Cultures in
Denton County. Each booth will offer individual food items and/
or products for a nominal donation. A Passport will allow children to receive a stamp from that vendor once they learn a bit
about that country/culture.
Other vendor sections include Family Health Care Education,
Children’s Arts and Crafts, Education, Small Business, Legal Services and Social Services.
The Denton Department of Health will offer diabetes health
talks throughout the day inside the courthouse and will provide
free flu shots.
—OHC

Denton County is celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month.
Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage
Month from September 15 to October 15, by celebrating the
histories, cultures and contributions of American citizens whose
ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central
and South America.
The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week
under President Lyndon Johnson and was expanded by President
Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day period starting on
September 15 and ending on October 15 and was enacted into
law on August 17, 1988.
In honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, The Denton County
Office of History & Culture presents “Border Studies,” an exhibit featuring images by eight gifted photographers and maps
showing historical relocations of the border, highlighting the
vitality of places, people, and patterns of culture along the Texas
-Mexico border. Border Studies is a traveling exhibition by Humanities Texas. This exhibition is located on the second and
third floors of the Courthouse-on-the-Square, and is available
for viewing Monday-Friday 10 AM – 4:30 PM, and Saturday 11
AM - 3 PM. The exhibition will run September 13th through
October 15th. Denton County Commissioners Court kicked off
the month with a proclamation on September 13th. Chaplin
Tom Silva delivered the invocation and Emilio Gonzalez led all in
the pledges.

Hispanic Heritage Festival
Also in partnership with the Tri-County Hispanic Chambers
of Commerce, the Denton County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, and LULAC Council 4366 the Denton County Office of
History & Culture and the Denton County Health Department
will host a “Hispanic Heritage Festival” a day of fun filled
activities on Saturday, October 1st from 10:00 am until
3:00 pm, at the Courthouse-on-the-Square featuring:
5
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In the 1950s it was a Top of the World Adventure
and to be able to see it all, and know we were
far, far above the crowd.
Years later in the 1970’s, I was interviewing
Mr. Clarence Allen for the Emily Fowler Public
Library Oral History Collection. I asked him
what sort of toys kids had way back then.
“Toys?” he said. “A child doesn’t need toys. A
child’s imagination is limitless.” How right he
was. I’ve been back to the top of the Courthouse many times, and it was great, but it was
never as great an adventure, like the first time.
I remember walking through the new neighborhoods in the northeast part of Denton, when
these were being planned and built. It was an
adventure to see all the new houses, and to
explore parts of Denton I had never seen. The
small cluster of woods behind our house wasn’t
just scrub brush and weeds. It was “The
Hideout.” A friend of mine and I had a special
hiding place at the top of an oak tree where we
could see for miles. TV programs and movies were almost real,
whether Shakespeare or Howdy Doody—and we kids saw both
during the Golden Age of Television.
One of the great Chinese sages is supposed to have said that to
find true wisdom, one must have the mind of a child. How right he
was, and whether it’s the Courthouse or an oak tree, it can be the
greatest adventure in the world.

By Alec Williams
Long, long ago—about 1957-1958—my father and I used to bum around on Sunday mornings, at least until I go too old for such things
(remember that quote from Mark Twain).
Sometimes we went to cemeteries—there’s a
lot of history there. Sometimes we’d check out
a lot of buildings and sites around town. One
Sunday morning, my father took me to the top
of the Courthouse.
Remember the period of time we’re talking
about here. There were no tall buildings at Texas Woman’s University, and the Southland Life
Building in Dallas was the tallest building west of
the Mississippi (or so they said in their TV ads).
The top of the Courthouse was a long way up.
We went there, though. My father had evidently checked all this out, and we were allowed
inside, and a friend or staff member showed us
up the winding metal stair on the third floor, up into the clock tower, through the window, and out onto the balcony.
There was all of Denton, Texas (as it was at that time) laid out
before us. What do I remember best? Looking over towards
Stonewall Jackson Elementary (North Ward), and thinking that the
next day I would be there in Mrs. Kirkpatrick’s fourth grade class.
The real thrill was being able to look north, south, east, and west,

...and it’s still a GREAT adventure
where the top outside balconies are
By DJ Taylor
located. Strangely, there is no door.
Inspiration can come from many
But Kelsey opened a widow and we
places. For three of my grandsons and
stepped out for a look across Denton.
me it came from Alec Williams’ wonIt was magnificent!
derful tale of climbing to the upper
reaches of the Courthouse clock towFrom this level one can climb up a vertier to view Denton from a different
cal and lengthy metal ladder to the clock
itself. I suggested to my fellow trekkers,
perspective.
“Maybe another time.” The clock these
On periodic visits to the Courtdays is controlled by computer and elechouse-on-the-Square, the Jones boys,
tronics. On the landing at this level are
Christopher, Gabriel and Liam, had
parts from the original mechanism that
often wished that they might be aloffer a glimpse into the precision relowed to go beyond the locked gate of
quired of clockmakers in the 19th centuthe 3rd floor spiral stairway. At a
ry.
recent Historical Commission meeting
the Office of History and Culture’s
One thing that struck with me from our
Clockwise from top: Christopher Jones, age 10, Gabriel
Director, Peggy Riddle, announced
climb
to the top of Denton: it is quiet,
Jones, age 8 and Liam Jones, age 4, next to the original
that tours of the tower could be arup
there.
I think that if you really conclock mechanism in the Courthouse Tower Photo: DJ Taylor
centrate and squint just a bit, you might
ranged. Three boys became excited.
Calls were soon made and at the appointed time in early July, we hear the whispers of long ago voices: Alvin Owsley making his arguments in court, Sheriff Fry making plans to close down the stills,
rendezvoused with Kelsey Jistel of the Office of History and Culture for the momentous climb. The four of us set out with Kelsey, and the comments of the original janitor of this courthouse, Zack
Rawlings. Perhaps we can hear them all if we give it a try.
climbing the steep and winding stairway. The narrow path with
As Alec said, a climb up those steps can be a great adventure,
open grating is definitely not for those plagued by vertigo.
especially
when done with the enthusiasm of a child. Thanks ChrisI had always assumed that the stairs were one continuous spiral
to the top but that is not the case. At different levels the stairs end topher, Gabriel and Liam for your company. And a thank you to
Peggy for the opportunity; and to Kelsey for the tour, and especially
and a wider walk space leads to another side where the stairs reto Alec for the inspiration.
sume winding to the next level. We finally reached the landing
6
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Finding “Uncle Zack”: Rawlin(g)s Photo Found
Many of you may recall that in the winter 2015 edition of Retrospect we asked for you r help in finding a
photograph of “Uncle Zack” Rawlin[g]s, the longtime
African-American janitor of both the 18\6 and the
1896 Courthouse-on-the-Square. We have good
news. Thanks to DCHC member Judy Clements who
found “Uncle Zack” hiding in plain view: on page 90
of the book, W illiam Lee McCormick, a Study in Tolerance, With Genealogy by Edna Haynes McCormick.
The photo, taken in front of the old 1876 Courthouse in1893, shows many men prominent in the politics and operations in the City of Denton and Denton
County. Standing slightly to the side of the men is a
man listed as “Zack Rawlins.”

Our search continues for more information and other photos of the man, noted in his obituary as “the
most respected Negro in Denton County.” Anyone
with photographs or information may contact DJ Taylor, at (940) 368-1816, or by email at djtaylortx@centurylink.net.

Denton County Historical Marker for County Line Bridge Installed

The Denton County Historical Marker for the County Line Bridge that once spanned Denton Creek west of the
Stony community has been installed at the bridges relocated site in Denton North Lakes Park. In 2001, this was the
first of the Denton County iron and steel bridges to be relocated through the efforts of Commissioners Court and
championed by longtime DCHC member, Mildred Hawk.
Photos courtesy of Judy Clements
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150 Years Ago, Denton County Faced Indian Problems
By DJ Taylor

Disarmed and not allowed a local
militia, the citizens of Denton County
faced uncertain times in the aftermath
of the Civil War. The matter of depredations by groups of Comanche
and Kiowa from Indian Territory
(Oklahoma) caused great concern in
autumn of 1866, made worse by the
failure of the occupying federal forces
to respond to the urgent calls of the
citizenry. The following are Denton
County specific excerpts from a letter sent to the Texas Senate through
Painting by Nola Davis, courtesy of Fort Richardson SHS, Texas Parks and Wildlife
the Austin Gazette by Denton’s J. W.
Department
Blount:
“…I see many [of the state legislature] who are keen
Sir—in justice to our bleeding frontier and to enato have an Emigration Bureau, to induce people to
ble the citizens of the State to understand the decome to the State, are unwilling to vote money to
plorable condition in which our patriotic frontier
protect them after they arrive, or those who are alpeople are placed, I most respectfully ask a place in
ready here…A State that cannot, or rather will not
the column of your valuable paper, for a few extracts
protect its citizens, is unworthy the name of Governfrom letters received from several gentlemen of unment, and a Legislature that can calmly read the redoubted veracity, who reside in border counties, and
ports of murder, rape and robbery of the people…is
know whereof they speak.
a disgrace to the State, a blot on humanity, and deMaj. J. A. Carroll, of Denton, writes September
serves the excration and anathemas of the civilized
th
29 , 1866:
world.”
“Some of the men who followed the Indians who
Dr. Hiram Daily, writes from Bolivar:
stole the horses off Duck Creek, have returned.
“The Indians, about fifty in number (counted)
They followed them to Wichita, but the Indians were
crossed Spring Creek and killed Mr. Morrison;
far ahead of them, that they did not think it possible
crossed Duck Creek, near Julien Gest’s, with about
to overtake them. Plenty of Indians in the country
three hundred head of horses. Everybody in that
now—in Wise, Cooke, Montague and Jack. The setpart of the county are preparing to move to the intetlements on Clear Creek, Denton and Red River, are
rior, before the next full moon. Unless protection is
now beginning to give way, and unless there are
had, the frontier line will be east of Denton, within
troops sent out immediately, we will soon be upon
the frontier…I do not think it is all the work of Indi- one month.”
Blount concluded his missive by saying he could
ans, but am convinced that there are plenty of white
provide
enough letters of like tales to fill the entire
men, from Kansas, and renegades from Texas, with
newspaper.
them.”
It was only after a raid in October, 1868, that the
Hugh McKenzie, Treasurer of Denton County,
federal troops finally allowed the citizens of Denton
writes:
County and surrounding counties to arm themselves
“Indians are very troublesome. Have been in our
against the marauding Indians. That raid, incidentally,
county, on Duck Creek, and drove off a good deal of
marked the last incident where someone—A. H.
livestock. Something must be done soon or we are
“Sevier” Fortenberry—was killed by Indians in Denruined.”
ton County, on White Creek near the Wise and
Col. Otis G. Welch, of Denton:
Cooke County lines.
8
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Texas officially designated the site as a result.
In addition to the wild grasses that grow on The Mound, some
17 species of wildflowers bloom at various times. As some are
more drought tolerant than others, not every species can be
seen in any given year. Thanks to the decision made by many in
the years past, the lack of plowing has been a main key to The
Mound’s preservation.
Controversy surrounds what many plant-lovers and botanists
believe is key to preserving the plants that grow on The Mound,
and that is scheduled burns that continue to be a subject of
community concern, especially to the adjacent land owners.
The fact remains, however, that the love and care shown to
this very special plot of land by so many for so long—and to this
day—are a tribute to man’s love of a piece of nature still and,
hopefully always, worth preserving.

The Mound

continued from page 3
became famous as well in the county was his overseer Bob
Rheudasil. Together they built a famous herd of nearly 1,000
head of champion Angus cattle. They continued to maintain The
Mound as a hay meadow.
Land Development
The U.S. Congress enacted Title VII of the Housing and Urban
Development Act in 1970, which provided low cost loans meant
to aid in the development of planned urban communities. Marcus began assembling more area land as a result and another
6,000 acres were gathered and dedicated as Flower Mound New
Town – only the 4th community in the country to gain this designation. Marcus’ Black Mark Farms was the center of the new
town.
Ray Nasher, who developed Dallas’ North Park, became the
managing director of the project. Later, during the Nixon administration, support was withdrawn for these planned urban
communities. When HUD foreclosed on the project, First National Bank of Dallas became the new owner of Flower Mound
in 1976.
Several years later the trees planted by Marcus and Rheudasil
covered a good deal of the area and provided a source of income to the Bank. In 1981 the remaining 3,000 acres were sold
for $15 million dollars to a company from Albuquerque, NM.
The demand and interest in developing the land on which The
Mound stands as well as its surrounding acres grew with each
new owner.
The Mound Today
As land ownership tends to do, more than one family and
even corporation have held title to The Mound. Today The
Mound Corporation owns and protects this 12.576 acre domed
shape piece of important land and is staunchly preserving its
history.
It became owned by the Corporation in 1982 when it was
purchased for $10 from then-owners Bellamah Corporation by
Otto Consolvo and his wife Babe, a full-blood Cherokee from
Oklahoma. The purchase by the Consolvos for the sum of ten
dollars sealed the future forward for The Mound. Consolvo
then created a corporation, by-laws were drawn up, and taxexempt status was guaranteed. Specifics of the sale stated that
The Mound was to be fenced forever and a board was created.
Today a stone marker, part of the metal fence surrounding the
site, and a Texas Historical Commission marker are present.
Interest in the maintenance and history of The Mound continue to fascinate. When, in 2001, an expansion of FM 3040 (the
Southern boundary of The Mound) was in progress, more evidence was found in the form of pottery shards identified as from
the Archaic period, proving life existed on the site prior to A.D.
700. The Texas Archaeological Laboratory of the University of

Official Texas Historical Comm. Marker at The Mound

Trivia Answer: The first flour mill in Denton was the Deavenport Mill, which began opera-

tions in 1878 on Mill Street (today’s Eagle Drive) at Myrtle Street. The location is now the site
of the QT gas station and convenience store. Prior to building this mill, M. W. Deavenport had
operated a mill on Hickory Creek, north of the present-day town of Roanoke.
9
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The Denton County Common Schools
The following, excerpted from An Illustrated History of
Denton County, Texas by E. Dale Odom, is a listing of
our county’s historical common school districts.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

Fairfield
Pilot Point (became ISD in 1902)
Kelsoe
Fairview
Union Hill (also known as Pond Creek)
Goodview (also known as Upper Duck Creek)
Cannon Creek (also known as Cameron)
Slidell (divided in 1898, Denton & Wise Counties)
Bernard (locally known as Rabbit Ridge)
Bolivar
Flat Creek (also known as Lower Duck Creek)
Gribble Springs
Prairie Chapel
Belew (sometimes spelled “Ballew”)
Friendship (also known as Skinner)
Mustang
Good Hope (also known as Parvin)
Spring Hill
Aubrey (became ISD on 1900)
Green Valley
Blue Mound
Martin Valley
Stony
Krum (also known as Jackson; ISD in 1903)
Harmony
Cooper Creek
New Hope (also known as Liberty)
Elm Ridge
Zion
Salt Branch
Lloyd (also known as Rural Hill)
May
Sand Hill (also known as Rippy)
Center Point (aslo known as Mounts)
Brown
Bloomfield (also known as Minnerly or Cox)
Christal
Drop
Shady Grove
Prairie Mound
Argyle (became Rural School District, 1927)
Lane
Sunnydale (also known as Alton)
Corinth (also known as Belton)
Independence
Dickson (often spelled “Dixon”)
Little Elm (became ISD in 1974)
Robertson

49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.

Camey Spur (also known as Mays & High Point)
Hackberry
Lake
McCurley
Garza (ISD in 1907, name changed to Lake Dallas)
Hawk (also known as Annie Blanton)
Stony Ridge (also known as Bullard)
Litsey
Justin (also known as Trail Creek; became ISD in 1949)
Elizabeth
Roanoke (became ISD in 1924)
Beulah
Double Oak
Chinn’s Chapel
Bethel (also known as Fry’s or Frie’s)
McKensie (also known as Greenbrier)
Lewisville (became ISD in 1902)
Hebron (also known as Griggs)
Willow Springs
Round Grove (also known as McCombs)
Flower Mound
Donald
Liberty Hill (also known as Long Prairie)
Hillard (locally known as Possum Trot)
Walnut Grove
Pecan
Pilot Knob
Hawkeye
Liberty
New Liberty
Sanger (became ISD in 1898)
Lone Oak
Midway
Seely (also known as Eureka)
Nelm
Milam
Ponder (became ISD in 1923)
Manila
Rector
Hickory Plains
Plainview
Rock Hill
Black Jack
Light’s Chapel

During the era of segregation, African-American students
attended “Colored Schools” operated by the individual
county school districts. Due to a limited number of black
students, districts often combined to operate these. Many
colored schools went by different names than the parent
school(s); such as Pleasant Home (near Lloyd), Saint John
(near Pilot Point) and Hickory (near Lake Dallas).
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Early Schools
continued from page 1
school, usually a one-room structure.
There were a few problems with the actual financial necessities required for running a school. Problems came to the forefront when J. M. Carlisle, the
State Superintendent of Schools, lamented that the
state only paid the salary of the teacher. It did not
provide funding for books, a building or even for
buying firewood to heat the school in winter; all was
the responsibility of the local population.
The legislature responded and County Commissioners Courts became de facto school boards for
Early 20th Century rural schools, like this one at Stony, had more than
the rural schools and annually allotted funds for
school operations based on a set amount for educat- one room—usually four. Standardized designs were the general rule.
ing each student in the school. In 1894 the amount Photo: DJ Taylor
was set at $3.60 per student. Thus, the Kelsoe
Common School District received the whopping sum of $158.40
to educate 44 students for the 1894-1895 term.
you to directly enter college but a common school diploma reIn addition to a sporadic and limited number of months of
quired additional testing for college entrance.
operation, most schools only educated to a certain grade level.
The old rural or common school names are a colorful remMost stopped at the fifth, sixth or seventh grade. In 1911, a
nant of our county heritage, some named for persons; others for
rural high school law was passed establishing county boards of
location. We have Hawk; Hawkeye; Sunny Dale; Helms; Union
education. This also permitted the creation of a high school in
Hill; Christal; Shady Grove; Midway; Salt Branch; Cannon Creek;
the rural schools and allowed for the consolidation of common McCurley; and Pilot Knob amongst the number. Some went by
school districts. After that date, the number of rural/common
several names; Cox was also known at various times as Minnerly
and Bloomfield. This school was northeast of Ponder and
school districts gradually reduced over the next 50 years.
should not be confused with the Bloomfield Schoolhouse adjaOver the years some towns created their own Independent
cent to the Pilot Point Library—that one came from Cooke
School Districts (ISDs) that operated apart from the county
County when Ray Roberts Lake was built. Locally affixed nickschool system. By 1914 there were seven ISDs in Denton
names were prevalent. The Hillard School, in today’s Flower
County: Denton, Aubrey, Lewisville, Pilot Point, Krum, Sanger
Mound, was affectionately referred to as “Possum Trot” in defand Justin. The move to independent status dates back to
1881when Denton formed the county’s first ISD. The desire for erence to a certain local abundance. Bernard, between Bolivar
local control led to bigger and better schools and many citizens and Krum, had good supply of other critters and was known in
living in outlying areas of the county were noted in early newsthe area as “Rabbit Ridge.”
paper items as, “moving their family into town for the school
Most of the common/rural schools were closed by 1949, acyear.”
cording to Odom’s book. Through a stuttering start and bare
bones early years, the common school districts of rural Denton
The old rural schools were numbered by the county, beginCounty managed to function and educate thousands of the counning in 1884. According to E. Dale Odom in his book, An Illusty’s youth, at least to where reading writing and arithmetic were
trated History of Denton County, Texas, the county schools were
numbered beginning “…in the northeast corner of the county
at a level to sustain a fundamentally literate population.
and went westward across the county to the edge, then moved
down five miles and came back eastward all the way to the east
Retrospect is published quarterly by the
line, and then kept repeating this pattern until they reached the
Denton County Historical Commission
south county line.” Fairfield, near the Collin County line was
Publications Committee:
school district number one; Pilot Point, number two; and so on.
DJ Taylor, Chairman & Editor
Because new schools were added later and numbered sequenVeronica Maldonado
tially, you find some anomalies, such as Light’s Chapel School,
Rynell Novak
and a host of contributors
the only new common school district created after 1900, was
Permission for reprint is authorized provided Retrospect
immediately east of Pilot Point, having the last number on
and the author are credited
Odom’s list, number 92.
We
Want to Hear From You!
One interesting fact about rural high schools comes from a
Let us know what you like or dislike about Retrospect. What would
2009 oral history interview with Mary George Sullivan. She reyou like to see more of...or less of? Have a story idea? Want to
called graduating from the rural Argyle High School in the early
submit an article?
1920s. She said a diploma from a rural high school differed from
Contact us: DJ Taylor (940) 368-1816 or email: djtaylortx@centurylink.net
a diploma from a certified ISD diploma in that the latter allowed
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Courthouse-on-the-Square
110 West Hickory Street
Denton TX 76201-4168
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Jesse Davis
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Upcoming Events
Denton County Historical Commission
Meets at 3:00pm, 2nd Floor
Courthouse-on-the-Square
October 6
November 3
No Meeting in December
Denton County
Office of History & Culture Lectures
Lance Tahmahkera, “Quanah Parker and
Comanche Traditions”
6:00 pm
Commissioners Courtroom, 2nd floor
Other Events
Oct 1: Aubrey Peanut Festival
Oct 1: Denton CHOS: Hispanic Heritage
Festival, 10a.m.-3p.m.
Oct 1: Denton, Dog Days of Denton
Oct 8: Pilot Point, “Bonnie & Clyde Days”
Oct 8: Roanoke, “Celebrate Roanoke”
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Oct 15: Trophy Club, Fall Fest
Oct 15: Flower Mound: Archaeology Day at
Gibson-Grant Log Cabin, 9-12 noon
Oct 22: Corinth, Pumpkin Palooza
Oct 22: Denton, Bayless-Selby House, Park
After Dark
Nov 5: The Colony, American Hero Run
Nov 8: ELECTION DAY
Dec 2: Denton, Holiday Lighting Festival
Dec 3: Roanoke, Old Fashioned Downtown
Christmas & Parade
Dec 3: Lewisville, Old Town Holiday Stroll
Dec 3: Justin, Old Fashioned Christmas
Celebration
Dec 3: Trophy Club, Christmas Celebration
at the Clock Tower
Dec 3: Little Elm, Christmas at the Beach
Dec 3: Lake Dallas, Lighting Up the Season
Dec 3: Denton, Victorian Christmas Tour &
Wassail Fest
Dec 5: Corinth, Tree Lighting at City Hall

